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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


CERTAIN REVISIONS in the confidential memorandum of 
advice issued to assessors of architectural competitions have 
been approved by the RIBA Council. p. 165 


AFTER CRITICISM that old occupiers and freeholders were 
not being given sufficient consideration, two out of three schemes 
for the redevelopment of portions of the City of London have 
been referred back. p. 167 


THE RESULTS of the RIBA final and special final examinations 
are given on p-178 


“WE MUST BE SELECTIVE, but not exclusive in our 
candidates for admission,’”? Mr. Leslie Wallis, the incoming 
president, has told the Institute of Builders. p. 180 


“IF AN ANNUAL RATE of completion of 300,000 new 
dwellings is set against what might perhaps be referred to as a 
‘normal’ annual requirement of 200,000, it leaves only about 
100,000 new dwellings per year to meet the estimated shortage 
of approximately 2m.” Mr. D. W. Riley, County Planning 
Officer of Staffordshire, has told the Housing Centre 
Conference. p. 186 


OPENING the first plant in the Midlands for the production of 
ready-mixed mortar, Mr. Ernest Marples said he believed 
it would give greater quality control over a vital ingredient in 
building. Its second advantage was likely to be its cost. p. 190 





EDUCATION FOR BUILDING 


O established industry has undergone such radical 

changes in the past 35 years as building. The factors 

are many which have complicated the process of assembly for 

which the builder is responsible, and the time is already 

here when building needs more men with those qualities of 

mind, character and vision which generally attract their 
possessors towards the professions. 

No one will seriously dispute the need to supplement the 
numbers of experienced men who have come up to the 
management and executive grades through the crafts side of 
the building trade, nor the need to make that trade attractive 
to young men who have been fortunate in having University 
or other form of continued education. What, then, is the 
industry itself doing about it? The answer, as compared 
with the efforts on the crafts side made by the City and 
Guilds of London Institute, the Ministry of Education and 
the building and technical schools, is: Very little. Scholar- 
ships are available at a handful of provincial Universities, 
but these are few in number. An attempt ten years ago to 
get the senior Universities to establish a Faculty of Building 
broke down in part on the score of cost but also, we suspect, 


because such a faculty, failing the existence of an established. 


road leading to and from the industry itself, would have been 
an oasis in an educational desert. 

It is precisely in the establishment of this road that the 
Institute of Builders’ reason for existence lies. The Institute 
is as old as the RIBA and, like that body, has always sought to 
establish the highest code of ethical practice among its 
members. But where the former body has developed a 
comprehensive system of architectural education leading by 
recognisable stages to a qualification which is known and 
accepted by the industry and the public, the Institute of 
Builders has somehow missed the turning. 


It is not profitable to go into the reasons which have 
reduced the Institute to the state of a negligible force in 
building education, but it is important to re-state the belief 
that if the Institute will face its problems squarely and 
realistically (beginning by ridding itself of the belief which has 
so long bedevilled it that there is some especial merit in 
regarding building as a profession rather than what it proudly 
is—a trade) it can play a truly vital part in the development of 
our great industry. 


Hope that lost ground may yet be recovered is rekindled by 
the forthright presidential address of Mr. Leslie Wallis 
(reported on another page). Recognition of the part which 
the Institute should play in the industry today; a desire to 
co-operate with all interested in building education, not least 
the National Federation; promise of a more forthcoming 
attitude to new membership ; and realisation that the making 
public of its aims and decisions is vital if interest in its 
activities is to grow and the Institute is to increase in stature 
as well as numbers: these are points which Mr. Wallis has 
well made. To them he has added the significant statement 
that in future the affairs of the Institute will be managed by 
its elected Council. 


It is too early to know if the new President can, in his year 
of office, resuscitate a body which has slowly been suffocating 
itself in an ivory tower (a simile which, it must be said, study 
of the officially issued summary of discussion at last week’s 
annual general meeting does little to invalidate), but if Mr. 
Wallis will apply to the job those qualities of energy, imagi- 
nation and knowledge of the practical needs of the industry 
which he notably brought to his presidency of the National 
Federation, we believe he will succeed. Meanwhile he de- 
serves, and so soon as he can report progress will get, the 
support of all who wish well to the aims for which the 
Institute was founded. 


E 
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NOTES & NEWS 


BUILDING IN CONCRETE 
A™ exhibition of photographs showing the 


architectural development of concrete 
and its use in building and civil engineering 
will be held at the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, 66, Portland-place, 
W1, from October 21 to 30. 

The exhibition is being organised by 
the Royal Institute and the Joint Com- 
mittee on Structural Concrete representing 
the Cement and Concrete Association, the 
Prestressed Concrete Development Group 
and the Reinforced Concrete Association. 

As well as photographs from this 
country, a great deal of material has been 
collected from abroad and in particular 
there are a number of very interesting 
photographs of Italian and Swiss buildings. 
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany and Holland have sent their 
contributions and there are also photo- 
graphs from Australia, Brazil, India, 
Japan and South Africa. 

While most of the photographs shown 
will be of buildings designed during the 
last two decades, there will also be a 
section dealing with the early develop- 
ment of this material. 
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EUSTON’S DORIC PORTAL 


SOME MISCONCEPTIONS are oddly per- 
sistent, none more than the one about the 
Doric Portal at Euston, which is nearly 
always referred to as an “arch.”’ Even 
the usually impeccable Times spoke in a 
leading article last week of “‘ Hardwick’s 
arch at Euston.’ Pass the lyre, please ! 


That which to many eyes doth seem 
An arch is actually a beam ; 

So all who do an arch es’ 
Must have a beam within the eye 


RIBA APPOINTMENT 


Tue RIBA Council have appointed Mr. 
Derek R. Perrey as an Assistant Secretary. 
He is to be responsible, under the direction 
of the Secretary RIBA, for matters con- 
nected with the newly formed Joint Con- 
sultative Committee of Architects, Quan- 
tity Surveyors and Builders. Mr. Perrey 
will also take over responsibility for the 
Royal Institute’s share of the Joint Con- 
tracts Tribunal. 


HISTORIC CHURCHES TRUST 


Dr. Francis C. EELEs, OBE, FSA (Scot), 
the authority upon ecclesiastical archi- 
tecture, has retired as secretary of the 
Central Council for the Care of Churches. 
Dr. Eeles has now accepted an invitation 
from the Archbishops of Canterbury and 
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York to be a Trustee of the Historic 
Churches Trust. 


NATIONAL BUILDINGS RECORD 


Tue NaTIONAL BurLpINGs REcoRD has 
now moved to 31, Chester-terrace, 
Regent’s Park, NW1 (Tel.: Welbeck 
0619), from their premises in South 
Kensington. The move has meant pack- 
age and transference of a library of nearly 
half-a-million photographs and measured 
drawings and more than 250,000 glass 
negatives of historic buildings in England 
and Wales. Not one of these glass 
negatives was broken in transit, and some 
of these are the only existing visual records 
of many important buildings now 
demolished. 


PORTSMOUTH GUILDHALL 


THE Portsmouth City Council propose 
to rebuild the Guildhall, the interior of 
which was destroyed by enemy action. 
Considerable portions of the stone facade 
remain but parts will be repaired and 
replaced where necessary. The interior 
will be completely new. Firms are 
invited to submit their names by August 31. 
Full details will be found in our Contracts 
Columns. 
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GOLDEN LANE HOUSING. The Lord Mayor, Sir Noel Bowater, on July 21, laid the foundation-stone of the Golden 


Lane housing scheme, Finsbury, which provides for the accommodation of 1,000 people in 340 flats and maisonettes. 


There are 


to be eight blocks, all fitted with lifts above the second floor, and one block of 112 flats will be 15 storeys high. The cost of the 


scheme, including payment for the five-acre site, will be £1,280,000. Jt will be completed within three years. 


The scheme 


was designed by Mr. Geoffry Powell, ARIBA, AADip, of Chamberlin, Powell and Bon, who won the national architectural 


competition promoted by the Corporation of London. 


George Wimpey and Co., Ltd., are the contractors for the superstructure. 
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LACK OF SUPPORT 


THE QUARTERLY issues which we have 
seen of the journal of the Bristol and 
Somerset Society of Architects have 
always contained a considerable amount 
of interesting reading matter, not confined 
to local subjects only but carrying a wide 
general appeal. 

Mr. Robert Forman, the present editor, 
is naturally anxious to maintain the high 
standard of the journal. In his current 
issue, however, he reports that, with a 
few rare exceptions, the support which 
he has received from members of the 
Society has been most disappointing. 

It may require a little self-discipline 
to sit down and write a contribution of 
some kind (even a letter on a pet subject) 
but many more members, we feel, would 
make this small effort if they paused to 
consider the excellent opportunities they 
have through their journal of making 
closer contact with one another and 
achieving a greater degree of co-operation 
to their mutual advantage. 

This and similar journals could be of 
tremendous value to the profession if 
architects would take a more serious 
interest in them and, above all, use 
them. As Mr. Forman rightly says— 
“an editor should always have in hand a 
reserve of matter for publication from 
which to make his choice.’’ If he has 
not his publication will tend to be dull 
and insipid and few will bother to read it. 

Needless to say, the current issue is 
well up to the mark with articles on such 
diverse subjects as ‘“‘ A Reconstruction of 
King Solomon’s Temple—950 sc’”’ and 
‘“* Henry Moore.” 


GEORGIAN GROUP 


THE INTRODUCTION of a system whereby 
part of the cost of restoring buildings of 
historical or architectural interest is met 
out of public funds, is suggested in the 
annual report of the Georgian Group 
which has just been published. 

The need for such a system arises in 
cases where building owners are reluctant 
to spend money on the restoration of 
special architectural features which, to 
them, are not structurally necessary and 
which bring no financial return. What is 
needed, states the report, is a system 
modelled on that operating in France, 
where owners of monuments Classés are 
assisted in meeting the cost of structural 
repairs by grants from public funds. 

The Group has had a very active year, 
having intervened or given advice in 
numerous cases in which the future of 
Georgian buildings has been involved. 

Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother 
has recently consented to become Patron 
of the Group. 


THE CITY AND GUILDS 


Mr. D. E. Woopsine Paris, FIOB, 
has been appointed chairman of the 
public relations committee of the City 
and Guilds of London Institute. 


LANCASTER HOUSE 


A Ministry oF Works guide to Lan- 
caster House, has been published by 
HM Stationery Office, price one shilling. 
Lancaster House will remain open to the 
public on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank 
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Holidays, 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., until further 
notice. Admission one shilling, children 
half-price. 


THE COMPLETE FOREMAN 


A CORRESPONDENT sends us an adver- 
tisement from a Swiss newspaper which 
is of interest as showing the standards 
presumably required of builders’ foremen 
in Switzerland: ‘‘ Entreprise du Jura 
Bernois requires a young and skilled 
mason to act as foreman mason. Only 
applicants of even temper, intelligent and 
with drive, and speaking if possible two 
languages, are invited to apply with details 
of their career, and copies of certificates 
and references. A post with a future for a 
capable applicant.”’ 


ARCHITECTURAL VACANCY 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
invite applications for the appointment of 
County Architect at a salary of £2,450 a 
year, rising to £2,750. Details advertised 
elsewhere in this issue. 


YORKS RETIREMENT 


AFTER 42 years’ service with the West 
Riding County Architects Department 
Mr. George Calverley has retired. He 
was appointed Assistant County Archi- 
tect in 1946, and four years later became 
Divisional Architect for a million-acre 
area between Wakefield and Sheffield. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Cot. J. B. Marks, OBE, FRICS, has announced that 
he has taken into partnership Mr. A. F. Maycock, MC, 
ARICS. They will practise as J. B. Marks and Partners 
at 106 High-street, Guildford, and at 33, High-street, 
Croydon. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1854 
Saturday, July 29, 1854 


WorKMEN.—We are glad to hear that 
all opposition to the use of machinery and 
machine-prepared work at Nottingham 
amongst the carpenters and joiners is at 
an end, there being now no shops in this 
neighbourhood in which the men have the 
power to-prohibit them. 'They seem so 
generally to have altered their opinion of 
the whole matter, as to regret the course 
they have pursued, though a few of the 
more violent continue to show a bad 
feeling. 


COMING EVENT 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Exhibition of schoo 
work. 34, Bedford-square, WC1. (10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturdays until 2 p.m.) Continuing until August 14. 


COMPETITION NEWS 
Church and Church House at Liverpool 


‘ Tue Liverpool Diocesan Reorganisation 

Committee invites architects to submit 
designs in competition for a new Church 
House and Chapel on the site of St. Luke’s 
Church, Berry-street, Liverpool. The 
assessor is Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, OM, 
RA, and premiums of £800, £400 and £200 
are offered. The last day for submitting 
designs is December 16, 1954. Conditions 
on deposit of £2 2s. may be obtained from 
August 16 on application to Mr. P. Straw, 
Secretary, Liverpool Diocesan Reorgan- 
isation Committee, Church House, 47 
Moorfields, Liverpool, 2. 
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Architectural Competitions 
CHANGES IN RIBA’S ADVICE TO 
ASSESSORS 


HE RIBA Council, on the recommenda- 
tion of the Competitions Committee, 
have approved certain revisions in the con- 
fidential memorandum of advice issued to 
assessors, entitled “ Directions for Assessors.” 
These are aimed at shortening the time taken 
in holding a competition and encouraging the 
holding of two-stage competitions in suit- 
able cases for large-scale projects. The 
Council state that it is clear from experience 
in the last few years that in the case of many 
projects which would have been eminently 
suitable for competitions, promoters have 
not felt able to adopt the advice given be- 
cause of the extra time which a competition 
involves over and above the direct appoint- 
ment of an architect. It is therefore sug- 
gested that a terminal date for application 
for conditions should be included in com- 
petition announcements in the technical 
Press and that not more than four weeks 
thereafter should be allowed for the sub- 
mission of questions. 

Assessors are advised that it is not neces- 
sary for each question to be answered 
separately and that they should ignore irre- 
sponsible and frivolous questions. By con- 
densing into one comprehensive paragraph 
answers to questions dealing with similar 
items time will be saved in the preparation 
and issue of the answers document. 

It is also suggested that time might be 
saved by issuing duplicated instead of type- 
set answers. If. however, unforeseen delay 
occurs in answering questions a compensat- 
ing extension to the original sending-in date 
should be made and included in the answers 
document. It will be for assessors to judge 
the shortest reasonable time for the prepara- 
tion of competition schemes. 

As competitors are always anxious to 
know when the assessor’s award will be pub- 
lished, it is suggested that immediately an 
assessor has judged the time he will require 
to complete his work he should advise the 
promoters to notify competitors of the 
approximate date of the publication of the 
award by announcements in those technical 
journals which published the original invita- 
tion advertisements, 


TWO-STAGE COMPETITIONS 


It is, however, advised that in a suitable 
competition for a large-scale project and in 
order to curtail the labour involved, the 
assessor should recommend the holding of a 
two-stage competition with the object of 
eliminating in the first stage designs which 
do not solve the problem. He should then 
select a limited number of competitors, say, 
not less than six and not more than ten, to 
take part in the second stage. In the first 
stage diagrammatic sketches only should be 
required not exceeding 1/32nd scale and 
sufficient only to indicate the main lines of 
the scheme. In the second stage the selected 
competitors should be required to develop 
their drawings to the extent normally re- 
quired in competitions. 

In judging the first stage; assessors are 
advised to be especially careful to preserve 
the anonymity of the selected competitors. 

It is suggested that a substantial first 
premium should be awarded which would 
merge in the successful competitor’g com- 
mission, but that instead of offering second, 
third and fourth premiums, this part of the 
prize money should be divided equally in 
the form of an honorarium to: each of the 
other competitors. in the second stage. 








CORRESPONDENCE 


RISE AND FALL CLAUSE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In your issue of July 16, you ask 
whether the Rise and Fall Clause in 
building contracts has outlived its useful- 
ness, and you comment upon the attitude 
adopted by the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers on this subject. 
It is perhaps relevant to any general 
discussion of this subject to state that this 
Federation, which was approached by 
Government contracting departments with 
similar proposals at the beginning of the 
year, independently reached similar con- 
clusions. Although the increased stability 
during 1953 of the prices of building 
materials had at the close of that year 
caused serious consideration to be given 
to the possibility of a further advance 
towards tendering of firm prices, in 
January and February, 1954, when our 
Council was actually asked to reach a 
decision on this matter, it appeared likely 
there-might be a further rise in prices (as 
actually happened, as you point out) from 
increases in freight transport and other 
costs, authorised by the Government. 
It was felt to be only prudent to allow these 
increases in costs to work themselves out 
before a decision could be reached. 
Furthermore, whether or not the figure 
of £10,000 in value with a completion 
period of six months is or is not a sugges- 
tien which the bigger general contractors 
could accept, we would substantially agree 
with the National Federation that such 
terms would not be equally equitable to 
medium-sized and smaller firms such as 
are, generally speaking, comprised in our 
federated associations. There exist, of 
course, special considerations in a number 
of cases which have enabled individual 
associations to make more or less progress; 
but, generally speaking, this Federation 
has always maintained that the figure 
below which a firm should be asked to 
tender firm prices should be adjusted in 
relation to the size of the typical firm in 
that industry. This principle, on which 
the Federation’s attitude towards proposals 
for reducing the scope of Rise and Fall 
Clauses has always been based, seems 
entirely consonant with what your article 
states to have been the view adopted by 
the National Federation. 
D. C. Maia, 
Director, Federation of Associations 
of Specialists and Sub-Contractors, 
Artillery House, SW1. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—The Editorial in your issue of 
July 15 suggesting that materials’ 
prices are much more stable and advocat- 
ing the abolition of the rise and fall 
clause in building contracts shows, we 
regret to say, some lack of knowledge on 
the essentials governing the position. 
Whilst we note that in the past repre- 
sentations have been made by Government 
Departments to the National Federation 
of Building Trade Employers, we as 
members of the NFBTE do not see how 
the Federation could possibly agree to any 
such suggestion, or in fact how they can 
deal with the matter, which is entirely 
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governed by the attitude adopted by 
merchants and manufacturers with whom 
all members of the NFBTE have to deal. 

Upon all quotations which -we receive 
from merchants and manufacturers, etc., 
including such essentials as bricks and 
cement, appear clauses stating that the 
prices quoted only apply on a day-to-day 


basis and may be adjusted whenever - 


decided by the merchants or manufacturers 
in question. On this basis, how can any 
building contractor agree to the abolition 
of the rise and fall clause, unless he is 
prepared to carry on and enter into 
contracts on the basis of a pure gamble? 

Merchants and manufacturers will not 
even quote firm prices for delivery of 
goods for specified contracts and insist 
that their quotations are only as stated 
on a day-to-day basis. 

May we suggest, therefore, with the 
greatest respect, that the Government 
Department concerned should make their 
approach to the manufacturers and 
merchants from whom contractors must 
obtain their materials, for it is not until 
this position can be clarified that we 
consider the NFBTE can, on behalf of 
its members, agree to any modification or 
omission of the rise and fall clause in 
current building contracts. 

R. B. BuRDEN, 

Managing Director, R. B. Burden, Ltd. 

Hounslow, Middlesex. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Looked at in one way, machines 
(and food) cost nothing, nature 
provides them; it is the cost of labour 
put into their production that builds up 
the price. 

The first step, therefore, to arrest the 
continued rises in the cost of building 
would be to ensure that all agreements 
for increased wages are made as from 
a future date, and are never back dated. 
If the cost of living index and the sliding- 
scale agreement were abolished then 
tenderers would be able to decide the 
period for which their tenders could 
remain firm. : 

It is high time that laborious office 
work was cut down by the substitution 
of accepted percentages, especially in the 
case of wages, instead of having to make 
extracts from time sheets, and so on. 

S. E. LamMmINc. 

9,. Dalkeith-grove, Stanmore, Middx. 


TECHNICAL EDUCATION & GCE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I have been very glad to see the 
attention which you have directed by 
the leading article in your issue of July 16, 
to the plans of the Associated Examining 
Board for providing examinations for the 
General. Certificate of Education for 
pupils at secondary schools and technical 
colleges. The establishment of this new 
examining body for the GCE and the 
institution of the wide range of examina- 
tions proposed in both general and 
technical subjects is a move which the 
whole of industry will welcome, and 
expecially the building industry for whose 
special subjects provision is to be made. 
The building industry does not lack 
technical qualifications, nor is it luke- 
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““How exactly do you feel 
about this ‘ Rise and Fall’ 
clause ?”’ 











warm or inactive regarding further educa- 
tion, but the standard of knowledge 
possessed by so many entrants to the 
industry has tended to preclude them frora 
taking full advantage of the available 
facilities. ‘The new system of examinations 
should be an aid to the further develop- 
ment of technical education. The Federa- 
tion will, I can assure you, do all it can to 
advise employers of the importance of this 
development and of the need to support 
and encourage it. 
F. M. SLeeMAN [CBE]. 
Chairman, Education and ‘Training 
Committee, The National Federation 
of Building 'T'rades Employers. 
82, New Cavendish-street, W1. 


THE MODULE AND THE BRICK 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—If there is any chance of our usual 
brick size being altered so as to 
satisfy aesthetically by the efforts of the 
Modular Society, in conjunction pre- 
sumably with the various brick manu- 
facturers and also their customers, some- 
thing will have been accomplished indeed ! 
I have always understood that there 
were so many arguments against the manu- 
facture of any other size or shape, such 
as the cost of altering the brick makers’ 
plant, and also the present size being the 
only size that a bricklayer could conveni- 
ently handle with speed—in other words 
the most economical size to fill in a wall 
space effectively. 

Perhaps it was an engineer’s “ brick- 
size’’ (Industrial Revolution era) origin- 
ally, and it does not look too bad in large- 
scale walling and arching for bridges and 
for walls of power stations, etc., but for 
most other small architectural work it 
must be admitted that it looks completely 
artless. 'The American brick (8 in. by 
4 in. by 2 in.) was used for solid pier 
and panel walling in large skyscrapers 
(one wonders how this came about as it 
is supposed to be “ wasteful ”’ according 
to our standards) and their 12 in. wall is 
a good bonded job and protects.a building 
from the weather. 

The brickwork of the 320 ft. campanile 
in St. Mark’s-square at Venice has bricks 
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about 2% in. or 2# in. on the face, and they 
range from about 12 in. to 15 in. in length 
(there being no closers or heading courses) 
which is a much better shape again than 
our 9 in. by 3 in. (nominal) on the face, 
which is so very ugly. 

A. NevitteE Hott [FRIBA]. 


20, Exchange-street East, Liverpool, 2. 


DESIGN OF SCHOOLS 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR,—I feel that the article by Mr. John 
Macrae in The Builder of July 9, calls 
for considerable comment. One appre- 
ciates the author’s first paragraph and as 
the article unfolds realises the truth of 
those first three lines. Again one is led 
to wonder, is this an elaborate legpull, 
is it an article written before the last war 
ind printed by mistake or what is it? 
Certainly the writer is a teacher, no one 
else could be so pompous and didactic, 
nor argue on so many false premises. 
Fortunately, however, the majority of his 
profession are far more enlightened than 
he is, although there is little agreement in 
detail amongst them. 


His main thesis would seem to be— 
sunshine everywhere and a long, long frontage 
facing due south. No one will argue that 
there are no poor schools though it is doubtful 
whether a really bad one has been designed and 
built since the war, and most of Mr. Macrae’s 
criticisms refer to pre-war schools. In fact 
he even quotes the old Board of Education 
1936 Regulations which have been out of date 
for at least 15 years. He says a school 
should always be built on a level site—quite 
unnecessary of course, and frequently im- 
possible. Then he goes on to say that all 
classrooms must face south ! How few wood- 
work or domestic science teachers working 
energetically or in a hot atmosphere of 
cookery classes would or do agree with him! 

One can almost forgive him for saying that 
his plan—with minor variations—is ‘‘the only 
one.” He obviously is not competent to know 
otherwise, but why should all classrooms, 
other than those facing due south be dark or 
gloomy or need artificial light? An Art Room 
does not and it does not face south either. One 
can ignore his comment on siting. It just 
cannot be taken seriously. 

Obviously ‘“‘ his plan” could be pulled 
completely to pieces. A Headmaster (who 
should be easily available to parents and 
other visitors) is placed as far as possible from 
any of the entrances and of course on the first 
floor. The staff-rooms are so small and in 
such noisy positions, and the sanitary accom- 
modation is badly placed, planned and ill- 
ventilated. 

There is no cross ventilation to most of the 
ground floor teaching rooms. The Washing 
Room is so far from the kitchen, and who 
would return the clean plates, cutlery and 
dishes for the next service? There seems to be 
a complete lack of teaching relationship for 
any known size of school between the specialist 
and normal classrooms, to say nothing of lack 
of gymnasium, changing rooms, showers, 
stores, caretaker’s rooms and so forth, that 
one could go on for ever. 

Again, why should the Hall always be at 
the back and the playgrounds at the front? 
Has access to the kitchen and to the heating 
chamber been seriously considered? And 
why, oh why, no cloakrooms? The reasons 
posed are in my _ experience completely 
erroneous. Does Mr. Macrae suggest that 
nice, wet, steamy clothes should be kept with 
the children in the classrooms or where? 
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How few teachers will agree with him, if he 
does. 

Mr. Macrae criticises furniture. Admittedly 
the old type he describes was, and is, bad, but 
surely he has seen many post-War schools 
fitted with modern chairs and tables or desks, 
as well as similar furniture replacing out of 
date desks in the older ones, or hasn’t he? 
He says each desk including the seat should 
be constructed as one unit! Words fail me. 
When I reached the last sub-heading, Painting 
and Decorations, I ran completely out of 
adjectives, and frankly, Sir, I am convinced, 
that either the article was written some 18 
years ago, or else it is a big hoax. 

L. C. Lomas [FRIBA], 
Worcester County Architect. 

14, Castle-street, Worcester. 

x" We have shown a proof of Mr. Lomas’s 
letter to the author who writes: Mr. Lomas 
accuses me of being pompous and didactic. 
Is it being pompous and didactic to ask that 
all classrooms and specialist rooms _ shall 
receive whatever sunshine there is to receive, 
also sufficient fresh air to carry them through 
a winter’s day when the windows have to be 
closed, and that they shall be free from noise 
within the school and without ; or that each 
classroom shall be smart and attractive, and 
that each boy will be placed so that there will 
be no hindrance to his education ? 

I am sorry if I have seemed to belittle the 
efforts of architects ; such was not my in- 
tention ; many have had to ‘‘ cut their coat 
according to the cloth,” and design schools 
to fit upon land which is inadequate for the 
purpose. The article was written and illus- 
trated not in the spirit of trying to teach 
architects their job but to show up defects 
in schools already built, in the hope that these 
faults would not be perpetuated in new 
schools. 


OBITUARY 


GEORGE HICKS, CBE 


WE REGRET to record the death of Mr. 
E. George Hicks, at the age of 75. Mr. 
Hicks was formerly general secretary of 
the Amalgamated Union of Building 
Trade Workers until 1941 when he entered 
the Government as Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Minister of Works. A genial 
man, with a fund of good stories, Hicks 
had been a militant T'rades Unionist in 
his early days. Latterly he had been in 
ill-health. He was MP for East Woolwich 
from 1931-1950. 


FRED VAUX, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to announce the death of 
Mr. Fred Vaux, FRIBA, of Filey, Yorks, 
who died on July 18, in a Scarborough 
nursing home, where he was convalescing 
after an operation. He was 66 years of 
age. Mr. Vaux was in practice at Quay- 
road, Bridlington, and two weeks pre- 
viously had received the bronze medal 
from the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government for his work on a Norton 
council estate. He was the architect for 
Filey Urban District Council for many 
years. 


ET.-COL. B. L. SUTCLIFFE, FRIBA 


WE REGRET to record the death, which 
took place on July 24 at Manchester- 
square, London, of Lt.-Col. Brian Lister 
Sutcliffe, FRIBA, Mr. Sutcliffe was 
elected an associate of the RIBA in 1926 
and a fellow in 1931. 
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REBUILDING THE CITY 
Two Schemes Referred Back 


A FTER criticism that old occupiers and 
~™ freeholders were not being given suffi- 
cient consideration, two out of three schemes 
for the redevelopment. of portions of the City 
of London were sent back, on July 22, by 
the Common Council for further consider- - 
ation. 

The schemes (referred to in our last issue) 
had been submitted by the Improvements 
and Town Planning Committee. On the 
recommendations relating to the redevelop- 
ment of land bounded by Jewry-street, the 
east end of Rangoon-street, and the east 
end of Carlisle-avenue, Mr. J. MORTIMER 
HAWKINS asked whether the land had been 
offered to any other developer. Mr. C.F. 
GLENNY, the chairman, replied that there 
was nothing to prevent other developers 
from coming forward. Until a compulsory 
purchase order was obtained no lease could 
be granted. Any interested party could make 
an offer at a later stage. 

Mr. HAWKINS, expressing himself dis- 
satisfied, attempted to move the reference 
back, but the town clerk ruled that the 
chairman having replied to the debate no 
amendment could be moved. He would not 
allow a supplementary question. Thereupon 
the Court, by a large majority, refused to 
accept the report. 

On the redevelopment of land bounded 
by Cheapside, Bow Churchyard, the northern 
end of Bow-lane, Groveland-court, Watling- 
street and Bread-street, there was even more 
criticism. It was stated that the largest own- 
ers in the area were Messrs. Copestake 
Crampton and Co., who desired to return to 
their freehold and objected to compulsory 
purchase. They had been in Bow Church- 
yard since 1826. 

Mr. HEMSLEY MILLER moved the refer- 
ence back and after further debate Mr. 
GLENNY agreed to take back the report. 

In the third recommendation, concerning 
land bounded by Ludgate Hill, Holborn 
Viaduct, and Seacoal-lane, the east end of 
Fleet-lane, and the Central Criminal Court, 
the Court agreed with the committee’s report. 


HOUSING IN USA 


HousEBUILDING by private enterprise is 
proceeding so successfully in the United 
States that records are being broken, 
writes a correspondent. 

The value of housebuilding work in 
progress during the first four months of 
this year was the highest for this period on 
record. Already it is estimated that the 
number of new houses under construction 
during the year may equal, and will 
probably exceed, the 1.1m. started last 
year. Building contractors had anticipated 
a decline of about 10 per cent. 

The unexpected increase has mainly 
been due to the demand for detached 
houses to be sold or let. "The construction 
of flats is going down rapidly. The 
figures so far published show how many 
Americans wish to own and occupy 
separate houses. ‘They have been helped 
to do so as the restrictions on obtaining 
capital on mortgage have been relaxed. 
An increasing number of homes are being 
financed on 30-year mortgages, without 
any deposit, and a guarantee to the 
Veterans’ Association. 
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An Annual Exhibition of Architecture ? 
PROPOSAL TO THE ARCHITECTURE CLUB 


DINNER of the Architecture Club 

was held at Skinners’ Hall on 
July 21, under the chairmanship of the 
President, Viscount Esher. 'The speakers 
were Mr. John Summerson, CBE, FSA, 
ARIBA, Sir Kenneth Clark, KCB, and 
Professor A. E. Richardson, RA, FRIBA. 
A proposal that there should be an annual 
exhibition of architecture was under 
review, and the following views were 
expressed by PROFESSOR RICHARDSON : 

It is difficult to speak on this subject 
without mentioning those annual archi- 
tectural exhibitions which are usual in 
Paris. 'There will be many who will say 
that a public show of contemporary 
English buildings is not required; they 
may add that architecture to-day has taken 
on an international character, and that 
little else is of interest. It is possible 
that this attitude accounts for the favour 
shown to those exhibitions of contempor- 
ary foreign work which are regarded as 
spurs to public taste. There is not the 
slightest doubt that everybody is eager to 
advance architecture. It is, therefore, 
of the first importance that this Club 
should guide public opinion. 

When I listen to those who profess to 
know all that pertains to design, I cannot 
help recalling the view the late Pro- 
fessor Lethaby voiced on one occasion— 
‘‘ What a pity it is that criticism is not 
accompanied by sketches of how it should 
be done.’”” This preamble is important, 
for it implies this leading question : What 
sort of work do we desire to exhibit ? 
This is for the Club to answer. It does 
seem strange that the immense activity 
of the present age should have contributed 
so few buildings which, in character, 
could be considered superior to time and 
fashion. In extenuation, it might be 
urged that an architectural exhibition 
would improve British prestige for it 
could reveal unsuspected talent. 

Those who know the difficulties of 
organisation concerning an exhibition on 
the great scale naturally feel nervous. 
Foremost there is the need to interest the 
vast body of English architects on the 
feasibility and purpose of the show. 
Then would follow the setting up of a 
committee to consider the mechanics of 
the project. ‘There would be the few who 
would expect a seat on the dais and others 
who would be willing to be directed. So 
much for the general outline of the 
scheme. "There would be, of course, 
strong opposition, but what of that? 
Some would say ‘the Royal Institute 
of British Architects is a splendid organ- 
isation; why not take the scheme to 
Portland Place and let the President and 
the Art Committee deal with it?’’ Others, 
however, are aware that the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects already exhibits 
most lavishly ; it would be discourteous 
to expect more from such a generous 
society. You will agree that the realisa- 
tion of an exhibition of contemporary 
architecture is not easy. ‘Those who desire 
its fulfilment must search for a worthy 
setting. This, I think, is the chief 
obstacle to be surmounted. 


I recall the fact that similar ground was 
covered half a century ago when an annual 
art exhibition was held at the Royal 
Albert Hall. All the plastic arts were 
represented and, of course, architecture 
took a prominent place. The drawings 
and photographs submitted by architects 
alone occupied the whole of one gallery. 
Those who made the tour of this section 
were quite exhausted by their elliptical 
peregrinations. "This particular exhibition 
naturally was fiercely opposed. It was 
continued, however, with varying fortune 
until the first world war terminated its 
perennial, but far from tranquil, course. 
Nevertheless, there can be no finer 
ambition than to organise an exhibition. 
Think how the promoters would enjoy 
the luxury of sitting in judgment on works 
of their contemporaries. 

To-day, architecture is very much in 
the public mind ; it is only just to say that 
there is a shrewd appreciation of all that 
is pleasant to look upon. This public 
appraisement may be a purely British 
trait, but John Bull is innately suspicious 
of instruction, either political, verbal or 
visual. This is part of the national 
character. 


BEAUTY THROUGH ADORNMENT 


It is often reflected—why are some 
buildings more attractive than others? 
I think the answer is that we impart 
beauty to buildings by adorning them. It 
is the respect for things we admire that 
constitutes an ideal. We should not be 
deceived by high-sounding phrases about 
art and truth. It is noticeable that 
children sometimes divine what is beauti- 
ful when the learned fail to observe it. 
To adorn a thing is to beautify it. Perhaps 
for this reason, what passes for utility art 
is not in the slightest degree truer or more 
convincing than the idealist art of those who 
recognise beauty. The everlasting ignor- 
ance of all parties is one of the most 
hopeful signs of the vitality essential to 
creative art. If beauty is a pleasant 
illusion, why not pursue it? That is 
what the ancient Greeks did; ugliness 
to them was unknown. In this their 
aesthetic perception triumphed over their 
philosophy. 

Beauty in architecture will result en- 
tirely from our attitude towards it. It 
would be a mistake to compare the 
utilitarian with the idealist. This, I 
think, is what Professor Leathaby meant 
when he referred to the importance of 
catholicity of taste. There is a tendency 
to oppose the actual to the ideal as if the 
ideal were not worthy of study. Is this 
just? Realists seem to be obsessed with 
the quest for novelty while idealists seek 
for illusions. And how very wise are the 
latter. Humanity desires the beautiful ; 
this is why women look beautiful and wear 
magnificent clothes. The whole purpose 
of civilisation is the beautifying of sur- 
roundings. Realism, on the other hand, 
is the sort of strip-tease frenzy. 

And what are the dominant forces in 
the world of art to-day? Fear and 
apathy are the two deterrents to that 
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simplicity of living which alone encour- 
ages the arts. Fear means avarice, cupid- 
ity, material gain, the vanity of economic 
pretence. Apathy is that total disregard 
of beauty without which the arts would 
vanish. Man alone, of all creatures, has 
the God-endowed gift of seeking continu- 
ally for beauty. Man desires the most 
perfect measure for his aesthetic actions. 
This is especially true of architecture. 
Let us then be careful before we embark 
on an exhibition. 

Well, I have got so far, and I have tried 
to indicate certain characteristics. The 
British are certainly not flexible in matters 
of creative art. Our great - followers 
would not concede that we were artistic 
in the Latin sense ; in the Teuton sense 
we have an acquisitiveness which we 
combine with forceful handling. The chief 
characteristic of this country from the 
building point of view is the power to 
improvise. "This is about as far as our 
flexible creative genius reaches. 

Before we decide that a_ national 
exhibition of architecture is a necessity, 
we should satisfy ourselves that the public 
has a leaning towards the ideal. In other 
words, the aim should be to encourage an 
ideal which would promote all the kindred 
arts. If such an inspired exhibition as 
the one under discussion could become 
a fact, then every institution in this 
country would be uplifted. All petty 
jealousies would vanish ; there would be 
no disparagement of this or that. Criti- 
cism would be constructive, the Press 
pleasantly disposed, the public encour- 
aged. It might be that ordinary vernacu- 
lar building would be raised to a higher 
level. 

On the whole I think everybody is in 
favour of an annual architectural exhibi- 
tion, but this, I must submit to you, is a 
matter for discussion. It is not that 
people are unable to distinguish between 
things that are excellent and those that 
are mediocre. It is indeed a hopeful sign 
that knowledge of art has increased in the 
past quarter of a century; this may be 
due to popular broadcasts. But the 
public, nevertheless, has little power to 
determine what it vaguely desires. An 
exhibition would at least develop the dis- 
cernment of the public at large. On the 
other hand, let the promoters beware lest 
they unloose works and projects which 
would merely reveal a polluted spate of 
designs typical of mediocrity. For we 
are shortly to have the worst flood of 
every known type of building. 

In this island we have our own methods 
of procedure ; we are more political than 
artistic; our theories are not easily 
changed. We should not forget that, in 
the course of centuries, British archi- 
tecture has evolved its own qualities. It 
would be unwise to abandon all that has 
been gained~ by experience. What a 
pleasant land this would be if we could 
return to elementary building construc- 
tion, freed from the enslaving catalogue 
and the shibboleths of pseudo-scientific 
jargon. If only we could adjust our ideas 
on structural geometry and proportionate 
expression, how excellent would be the 
result. Then, well would it be for 
England and all the nations of the Com- 
monwealth. Perhaps a poet would be 
invited to rewrite the building by-laws ! 
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General view 
of the scheme. 
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THREE-STOREY FLATS AT SIGHTHILL, EDINBURGH 


DESIGNS PREPARED IN ARCHITECTS’ SECTION, DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH FOR SCOTLAND, IN 
COLLABORATION WITH THE STRUCTIONAL ENGINEERS’ SECTION, MINISTRY OF WORKS 


ERECTED BY DIRECT LABOUR ORGANISATION, SCOTTISH SPECIAL HOUSING ASSOCIATION, LTD. 


EW standards of accommodation, as were described 
in Ministry Circular No. 14/1954, formed the 
basis of the design of these flats at Sighthill. The 
demonstration building includes two different house 
designs to these standards. One design has a normal 
type of plan in which all rooms open from a central 
passage. ‘The other has no passage and the double 
bedrooms and bathroom are reached via the living- 
room which is of larger size. There are some flats 
to each design for four persons, and some for five 
persons. 

For the three-apartment upper floor flats the house 
areas are 662 and 683 sq. ft., as compared with the 
maximum area of 685 sq. ft. recommended in the 
circular ; for the four-apartment flats the areas are 
741 and 781 sq. ft. as compared with the maximum of 
780 sq. ft. recommended in the circular. 

Thus the flats with a normal plan are from 23 to 
39 sq. ft. below the recommended maxima. The 
kitchens in these flats are 7 sq. ft. below the minimum 


kitchen area recommended in the circular, but even 
when allowance is made for this, it is clear that the 
maximum areas allow a reasonable margin for adjusting 
plans as may be required. 

House areas for flats of the second type—having 
bedrooms reached via the living-room—are within 
1 or 2 sq. ft. of the recommended maximum. 'The 
idea of this experimental plan was to provide a living- 
room of 200 sq. ft. and also a single bedroom which 
could be used for study. 

From these figures it appears at first sight that the 
normal plan is more economical, as the house areas 
are lower, but in the second plan the staircase is more 
compact. 

The special point of note in this construction is that 
stresses in the brickwork were calculated by an engineer. 
The flats show one way in which the Code of Practice 
for load-bearing walls may be used, and they illustrate 
at several points the limits of structural design per- 
mitted by the Code with local common bricks. 'The 
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View showing recessed balconies opening from living-room. Below : Layout plan. 


strength and stability of the building are increased by _ boarded floor on glass quilt, and 1 in. of sand pugging 
the use of rooms 7 ft. 6 in. high in place of those of | on 4 in. plasterboard between the joists, with a plaster- 
greater height. board ceiling beneath. The sound insulation is to be 
The external and party walls are of 11 in. cavity tested by the Building Research Station. Roofs are 
brickwork and structural partitions are of 44 in. brick- of the normal TDA type of construction adjusted for 
work. ‘These thicknesses carry through the three the larger spans. 
storeys. "The floors span along the length of the The internal finish of walls is lime plaster with wood 
building, and the roof spans from front to back, so angle beads, painted washable distemper, and there is 
distributing the loads as evenly as possible. Brick- one row of quarry tiles above kitchen fittings. The 
work was bonded together at angles at every course ceilings are of recessed-edge plasterboard, taped and 
as building proceeded, and carefully plumbed. filled, with a small cornice moulding. The finish is 
The floor construction consists of a fully floating ceiling white, except for washable distemper in kitchens 
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THREE-STOREY FLATS 
AT SIGHTHILL, 
EDINBURGH 


Living-room of a typical flat. 


and bathrooms. The internal floor finish is either 
whitewood or thermoplastic tiles on screed. Entrance 
doors to flats are 1? in. flush painted. Internal and 
cupboard doors are 13 in. flush, ply-faced, lipped one 
side and wax polished. Windows are wide-flanged 
standard metal, except for fixed lights in the larger 
living rooms. Internal cills are quarry tile. 

The cost of the buildings, including underbuilding 
and levelling, outbuildings and the refuse bin, as 
remeasured on completion, but excluding the extra 
builders’ work required for the layout is estimated 
to be £25,904. The cost of the buildings, as re- 
measured, according to the Department’s normal 
method of calculation as for a level site, is £1,397 per 
flat. This cost is influenced by, of course, the small 
number of houses and the use of two distinct plans. 
On a larger scheme there would be a substantial 
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UPPER FLOOR FLATS WITH NORMAL PLAN 
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saving. Following is a list of sub-contractors and 
suppliers engaged on the work :— 


Sub-contractors : Electrical services, Boyne, Smith and Wylie; 
thermoplastic tiles, Marley Tile Co., Ltd. ; wrought ironwork, James 
Mackintosh and Son ; precast concrete, John E. Young and Co., Ltd. ; 
bituminous felt roofing, Wm. Briggs and Sons, Ltd. ; wall-tiling, T. and 
J. W. Neilson, Ltd.; fireplace surrounds, United Fireclay Products, 
Ltd. ; folding kitchen tables and entrance doors, Craighouse Cabinet 
Works, Ltd.; garden planting, Edinburgh Corporation § Parks 
Department. 

Suppliers : Bricks, National Coal Board, Niddrie Colliery, and Scottish 
Dunbrik, Ltd. ; metal windows, Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd. ; concrete 
roofing tiles, Marley Tile Co., Ltd.; aggregate for roughcast, Fife 
Redstone Quarry Co., Ltd.; doors and BS kitchen fitments, Magnet 
Joinery, Ltd. ; Precast concrete flooring, Scottish Construction Co., Ltd. 

Ironmongery, Wm. Nicol and Sons ; bronze numerals, C. Henshaw 
and Sons, Ltd. ; fires, Broomside Foundry Co., Ltd., and Grangemouth 
Iron Co., Ltd. ; quarry tiles at entrance doors, J. C. Edwards (Ruabon), 
Ltd.; paints, Smith and Walton, Ltd., and British Paints, Ltd.; w.c. 
cisterns, Shires and Co. (London), Ltd. ; taps, Barking Brassware Co., 
Ltd. ; glass quilt, Fireglass, Ltd. ; recessed-edge plasterboard, Gyproc 
Products, Ltd. ; refuse-bin, Walkers and County Cars, Ltd. ; galvanised 
lid to refuse-bin, Fredk. Braby and Co., Ltd. ; play equipment, H. Hunt 
and Son, Ltd. 
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View towards the entrance on south side. 


ADDITION TO SIR WALTER ST. JOHN’S SCHOOL, BATTERSEA 


Architects 
FARQUHARSON & McMORRAN, FF.RIBA 


Quantity Surveyors Builders 
H. ¥. VENNING & PARTNERS TROLLOPE & SONS (LONDON), LTD. 
Clerk of Works General Foreman 
H. R. FENN T. WILLIAMS 


HIS school was founded on its 
present site in the seventeenth 
century, but no buildings of that period 
remain. The oldest of the present 
buildings is that of 1858, designed by 
William Butterfield on a T-shaped plan, 
forming the nucleus of the group. In 
1914, a gymnasium-dining hall, with 
assembly hall over, was added on the 
north by Ryan Tenison, together with 
a classroom block to the west. In 1926 
a further block of classrooms was added 
southwards, and shortly before the last 
war a new Junior School was built 
north of the assembly hall by Messrs. 
Baker and Denny. In 1940 the Ryan 
Tenison classroom wing and part of 
the Butterfield block were severely 
damaged by enemy action, and now 
that the school had become “‘ controlled” 
under the Education Act, Messrs. Far- 
quharson and McMorran were in- 
structed by the London County Council 
to design new classrooms and cloak- 
rooms. On their recommendation it 
was decided to pull down the remains 
of the old wing (which, owing to 
progressive extensions of the site, now 
obstructed the playground area) and to 
provide the new accommodation in a 


View looking south-east towards classroom block. 
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block nearer to the southern boundary, 
at the same time forming a new main corridor 
linking the southern classrooms with the 
assembly hall. This improvement to the play 
area allowed the formation of a turfed garden 
between the buildings and the playground. 

The new classrooms were planned in pairs 
on three floors, with staircase approach, giving 
excellent natural lighting without excessive 
window areas. Following the style of the 
existing buildings the windows were designed 
as double-hung sashes in large squares behind 
stone mullioned frames. The cloakroom space 
provides circulation at ground-floor level. 

The damaged west wing of the Butterfield 
block was lengthened to provide the head- 
master’s suite, the original garden treatment 
being replaced by a hipped roof. A Butterfield 
dormer window, which had been blocked by 
later additions, was moved to a new position 
to improve the lighting of the old main 
staircase. The opportunity was taken to free 
the old building from an accretion of pipes 
and other disfigurements both inside and 
outside. The school kitchen was remodelled 
and re-equipped, and the detached science 
block improved. Following is a list of sub- 
contractors : 

Abix, Ltd., bicycle stands; Armstrong Cork, Ltd., 
cork flooring; Ayr Engineering and Constructional 
Co., Ltd., electrical work; Bracketing, Centering and 
Lathing Co., Ltd., suspended ceilings ; E. J. and A. T. 
Bradford, Ltd., precast concrete roofing and flooring 
beams ; Bow Slate and Enamel Co., Ltd., slate window 
cills; Arthur Brown and Son, garden work ; Camden 
Tile and Mosaic Co., Ltd., tile flooring and skirtings; 
Carron Company, spiral staircase; Dawnays, Ltd., 
structural steelwork ; Dent and Hellyer, Ltd., plumbing 
installation; Dent and Hellyer Sanitation, Ltd., 
sanitary fittings ; Empire Stone Co., Ltd., cast stone ; 
Finnis, Ruault and Nicholls, Ltd., facing bricks. 

Frazzi, Ltd., flat roofing ; Granwood Flooring Co., 
Ltd., flooring blocks ye W. Gray, lightning conductor; 

. and R. Leggott, ironmongery ; Luxfer, Ltd., steel 
windows ; Milner’s Safe Co., roller shutters ; North of 
England School Furnishing Co., cloakroom fittings ; 
North Thames Gas Board, gas services; Mr. Sidney 
Pool, inscriptions ; Rosser and Russell, Ltd., heating 
and hot water installation ; $ Lear 5 and "Johnson, Ltd., 
slating; Tat! Ltd., wall and floor tiling ; Wachai 
Flooring Co., oak strip flooring ; 3 Wainwright Paving 
and Contractor, Ltd., tarmac paving; Walton Gooddy 
Construction, Ltd., Portland stone. 
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View of entrance porch on north side. 
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Below : plan of the school. 
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View from Upper-street. 


BANK PREMISES, 218/219, UPPER STREET, ISLINGTON, NI 


Architect and Assistant Architect to the Bank 
B. C. SHERREN, FRIBA, & F. N. JAMES, ARIBA 


Consulting Engineer 
DOUGLAS S. YOUNG, MInstCE, MIMechE 


Assistant Architect-in-Charge 
H. S. SMITH, ARIBA 
Builders 
C. P. ROBERTS & CoO., LTD. 
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"THESE premises have been erected on the site 

occupied by the former branch of the bank 
which was destroyed by enemy action. The basement 
and ground-floor are in reinforced concrete forming 
a monolithic construction. External flank walls 
were designed as retaining walls and a liquid water- 
proofer has been incorporated in the basement 
cement. First and second floors are of steel frame 
construction with external walls of load-bearing 
brickwork. The floors and roof are of a hollow tile 
fire-resisting construction, the soffit being lined with 
an insulating material. 


Externally, the ground-floor elevation is in Devon 
grey granite with entrance, surrounds to bank and 
bank chambers in Nobresina marble, with teak 
window frames and entrance doors. Facing bricks to 
first and second floors are mixed Bedford Grey 
hand-made sandfaced facings. 


The floor to the public space is of Nobresina 
marble slabs laid to a regular pattern with squares of 
red carborundum tiles at intervals, while in the bank 
office wood blocks are laid. ‘The main wall panels 
are of figured ash veneer, with dado panels of 
figured walnut veneer. The ceiling is in three bays 
with moulded lighting trough cornice and egg crate 
type lighting panels. The artificial lighting consists 
of cold cathode tubes. 


In a central position on the public space flank wall 
is a memorial tablet (recovered from the old building) 
mounted on a Nobresina marble slab surrounded by 
a dull silvered mirror. 


Consulting room and waiting room : Floor—wood 
blocks surround with carpet infilling. Walls—main 
panels: figured eucalyptus veneer. Frieze panel : 
blistered figured cherry veneer. Doors: flush 
panel walnut veneer. Ceiling—fibrous plaster with 
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fluted frieze and plain stepped surround. Following 
is a list of sub-contractors and suppliers : 


Fibrous plaster, G. Jackson and Son, Ltd. ; heating and 
hot-water services, Richard Crittall and Co., Ltd. ; facing 
bricks, Proctor and Lavender, Ltd. ; stonework, Bath and 
Portland Stone Firm, Ltd.; metal windows and lantern light, 
Luxfer, Ltd.; granite and marble work, Anselm Odling 
and Co.; sanitary fittings, John Bolding and Son, Ltd. ; 
ironmongery, W. Cassey, Ltd. ; metalwork, W. Pickford, 
Ltd., and F. L. Stone-Wootton ; asphalting, Limmer and 
Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd. ; steelwork, Dorman Long 
and Co., Ltd. 

Reinforced concrete, Helical Bar and Engineering Co., 
Ltd. ; wood block flooring, Hollis Bros., Ltd. ; electrical 
work, G. Buckingham, Ltd. ; terrazzo, Art Pavements and 
Decorations, Ltd. ; glazing and mirror, John Newton and 
Son, Ltd. ; paints, I.C.I., Ltd. ; lift, Geo. Johnson, Ltd. ; 
strong-room door and night safe, Chubb and Son, Ltd. ; 
bank fittings, C. P. Roberts and Co., Ltd.; furniture, 
C. W. Clarke and Son, Ltd.; light fittings (bank), 
Architect-designed, (general) Falk, Stadelman and Co., 
Ltd.; timber (solid), James Latham, Ltd., (veneer), 
Richard Graefe, Ltd. ; drainage, Burn Bros., Ltd. 


BANK PREMISES, 218/219, UPPER STREET, 
ISLINGTON, N1 
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CENTRAL LABORATORY, CURACAO, FOR AN OIL COMPANY 


Architects Consultant (reinforced concrete and steel) 
WHITE & TRAVISS, F/LRIBA R. H. THOMASON, MIStructE 


A progress photograph showing 
the windows and doors fixed in 
position. 
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'HE building illustrated constitutes part of the very 
considerable development that has been carried out 
on the island of Curacao which forms one of the important 
oil refineries of the Shell Oil Company. The laboratory 
is one ‘of the principal buildings erected, and the 
whole of the construction has been carried out by local 
labour, much of it unskilled, and under the direction and 
supervision of the engineering staff resident on the island 
and under the overall supervision of the architectural 
department in The Hague. 


The building has been designed with three wings pro- 
jecting from a central entrance hall so that full advantage 
could be obtained from the prevailing south-east winds, 
to provide cross ventilation. Access to the laboratory is 
afforded by external balconies overhanging the main walls 
to the extent of 2} metres, to provide the maximum pro- 
tection from the sun. An earlier scheme provided for a 
flat roof comprising two skins with an open fretted concrete 
construction, affording cross ventilation through the void 
between the skins, and in which space the complex labora- 
tory services could be installed, but the question of con- 
structional cost ruled out this scheme in favour of a pitched 
asbestos roof, with thermal insulation provided at tie level, 


The basement of the premises was constructed in rein- 
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forced concrete with piled foundations throughout, into a 
sand sub-soil, upon which the steel frame was erected. To 
facilitate the employment of unskilled labour, steel windows 
and doors were supplied, built in direct with the steel 
frame and the whole scheme designed to suit a standard 
concrete block cladding with the minimum of cutting. 
The board room on the first floor over the entrance hall 
and the canteen on the second floor enjoy aspects over the 
harbour, and the external windows to these rooms are 
shaded by the construction of a large reinforced concrete 
fret extending one metre in front of the main walls. The 
exterior of the building is finished with a rendered surface, 
the interior having glazed tile dadoes plastered and painted 
above, and ceramic tiled floors being acid and oil resisting. 
Both working drawings and detail drawings for the 
erection of the building were supplied from England, but 
the specialised laboratory equipment was designed by the 
company’s architectural department. Various ancillary 
buildings were designed in conjunction with the laboratory. 
The following British firms were engaged on the contract : 
Alley and McLellan, Ltd., Glasgow, vacuum pumps and 
air compressor ; Temperature, Ltd., Fulham, SW6, air 
conditioning installation ; Pilkington Bros., Ltd., St. Helens, 
Lancs, glass panes. 
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Plan of the laboratory. 
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Final Examination Results 


HE RIBA Final Examination was held 
in London, Leeds, Manchester, New- 
castle, Edinburgh and Belfast from June 16 
to 25 Jast. Of the 447 candidates examined, 
198 passed as follows: Passed whole exam- 
ination, 132; passed whole examination, sub- 
ject to approval of thesis, 11; passed part 1 
only, 55; total, 198. 249 candidates were 
relegated. : 


The successful candidates are as 


follows :— 


WHOLE EXAMINATION 


R. N. Abadie, A. R. P. Advice, Raymond Ashley, 
G. A. Askew, W. M. Austin, F. Baldwin, Philip 
Barber, M. P_ Bates, D. M. Bavle, Patrick Beaghen 
E. E. Belchambers, K. V. Blair, Peter Blewett, J. J. M 
Brimicombe, Colin Brown. A. J. Burnett. P. G. 
Butchers. 

P. T. Calnan, G. J. Cash, A.“G. Chamberlain, 
J. D. Clubley, J. S, Collins, C. P. Crawforth, N. D. 
Crawforth, N. C. Dann, H. E. L. Davis, J. M. Dean, 
A. R. F. Delia, B. W. De Rusett, R. H. Dickins, 
F. G. Dixon, tE. G. Dukes. 

R. S. Edmundson, W. B. Edwards, W. J. Elkerton, 
G. J. Ellott, N. W. Engleback, D. K Entwistle, 
A. _R. Ferguson, D. L. Field, R. G. Fitzhardinge, 
J. T. Gardner, T, P. Garwood-Jones, M. W. Gilbert, 
R. J. W. Gillings, M. J. Gould, J. F. Goulty, R, C 
Graham, M. E. Green, R. A. Gribble, K. F. Griffiths, 
M. W, Grist, P. D. B. Groves, R. L. Guy. 

P. W. Hale, J. C. Haskell, W. P. Haworth, J. C. 
Hector, *Patrick Henshaw, D. J. Hindson, *R. W. C. 
Hoare, C. E. Hobbis, D. J. Hobby, D. R. Holloway, 
B, C. C. Hook, Peter Hughes, N. D. Hutchins, 
F. G James, G. M. Jennings, T. Jeruzalski, R. E. 
Johnston, T. J. Johnston, *Donovan W. Jones, tEric 
Jones, J. E. V. Jones, Leonard D. Jones. 

M. N. Keating, F. R. Kerly, John King, Deryk 
Kitney, K. W. Lane, G. K. Langham, W. E. Larkin, 
M. E. Latham, J. R. Latimer, A. G. Lazzeri, B. W. 
Lorenowicz, *A. R. McCall, C. F. Manning, tC. E. 
Mason, Miss J. W. Mathias, Meredith, 
M. R. W. Monk, A. K. - Morgan, M. G. 
Sa Me L. Nixon, P. R. Nuttall. 

1. P. Parkman, N_B. Patton, S. W. Peachmen 
m. <. Pearce, R. P. R. Porter, D. E. Pugh, KG 
Pye, R. J Quinton, Sydney Rappoport, J. C. Roden, 
R. K. B. Roe, A. . Ross, I. G. Ross, M. S 
Ruchlewicz, David Ruffic, ‘ . 
_.*K. P. Sargant, J. B. Sharpe, K. Sierakowski, J. M. 
Simmonds, B. M. Simpson, B G. Skeates, G. P. 
Slingo, J. A. Sliwa, John J.’ M. Smith, *Kenneth P. 
a, sks nay tAlan Spencer, Miss J. G. 
s . Noel Stanley, : 
Sate,  / Valen oy Stout, B. H. Sugden, S. R. 

onald Waite, Brian Warburton, B. P 
Raymond Wells, K.H. Wells-West. M.S. H. Wheeler’ 
ee one ‘a7 Whittaker, R. G. Williams, 

uson, ° . 
a yg Woodford, R, R. Worskett, 

. Subject to approval of Thesis. 

t Distinction in Thesis. 


. PART 1 ONLY 
. J. Abbott, Edward Bell, J. E. Braithwaite, D 
Branch, J. G. Brooks, Bryan G. Brown, J. K ome 
D. C. Catt, F. B. Corlett, C. J. L. Davis, Kenneth 
Dell, P. G. Dixon, Miss L. A. Durell, Basil Fineberg, 
K. W. Foster, D. G. R. Gregory, E. M. Grogan. 
A. S. Hamilton, M. C. Hardy, J. A. Herrick, 
G. I. Holmes, R. J. A. Hopkins, P. Krishnaswamy, 
Miss J. Lewicka, W. S. Milner, J. M. Moore, Alun 
Morgan, N. O. Morhaim, Terence Morriss, K. H. 
Panter, R. G. Parry, G. J. Partridge, S. H. Porter. 
_R. W. I. Sale, D. M. C. Sharpe, Miss P. L. 
Simpson, T. Somkowicz, Christopher Southin, R. L. 
Stanley, A. W. Strutt. J. H. Sture. J. A. Sturmer, 
M. J. Szanski, P. R. Taylor, R. P. Thompson, J. D 
Twells-Grosse, A. L. Vasbenter. a 
‘ . eA —— Zz > be Alan West-Jones, 
. R. G. eatley, . &. F. itebread, iss a 
Wloczewska, H. D. Wood, Z. Wyka. pinning 


The Special Final Examination 


THE Special Final Examination was held in 
London. Leeds. Manchester, Newcastle, 
Edinburgh and Belfast from June 16 to 25 
last. Of the 302 candidates examined, 87 
passed as follows: Passed whole examina- 
tion, 73; passed part 1 only, 14; total, 87. 
215 candidates were relegated. 

The successful candidates are as 
follows :— 

WHOLE EXAMINATION 


Anthony Adams, L. D. Asarpota, R. W. Bagguley, 
C. de L. Baker, Geoffrey Baron, M. H. Bradley, 
P. J. D. Bradshaw, Albert J. S. Brown, C. S. Burgess, 
D. B. L, Carruthers, David Cheverton, P. A. F. 
a Malachy Daly, W. H. Davies, R. T. H. 

utton. 


THE BUILDER 


D. O. English, P. P. Fahey, Alfie Franco, H. C. 
Gammans, J. A. Gibson, J. E. S. Glover, G, G. 
Graham, Ralph Gregson, J. R. H. Grinsted, R. W. 
Hallam, Donald Heptonstall, L. J. Jacobs, J. E. 
Jolly, John Kinross; I, C. Kirk. 

P. Y. Y. Lam, Samuel Lannigan, A. H. Lee, 
J. Z. Lenartowicz, H, H. A. Leonard, K. P. J. 
Looker,’ S. J. Luckman, D. M. Luetchford, J. C. 
McBride, John Macminn, Walter Millar, G. M. 
Miskin, A. C. Murray, James Murray. 

E. N. Rankin, D. A. Reed, A. W. J. Reeves, 
R. J. H_ Richardson, Frank Riley, Leonard Rogers, 
D. A. H,. Rummery, Gerard Scott-Williams, F. P. 
Sellick, L. W. Selves, A. W. Silverwood, B. J. Simp- 
son, Peter Singleton, R. S. Skyner, R. F. Stanley, 
W. C. Stirrat, V. Z. Swann, E. R. Throssell, J. R. 


Tucker, J, W. Turpin. 
Ralph Walker, J. K. Wareham, M. J. Watts, 


L. J. Weaver, James Weir, R. G. Wilde, H. G. 
Wiles, K. H. Wilson, B. V. IT, Yellowlees. 
PART 1 ONLY 


L. O. Collins, A. J. F, Cork, J. R. De Donten, 
B. C. Elliott, R. A. C. Ellis, B. A. Gilonis, R. E. 
Goodfellow, Cliffe Hickling, W. R. J. S. 
R. F. Sewell, H. C, Simmonds, F. R. Stovin-Bradford, 
R, E. Walker, P. V. Yap. 


The following candidates have also passed 
the Special Final Examination:— 


R. C. Burgoine, R. G.. Dickinson, J. W. Francis, 
F. R. Naden, E. T. Spashett. 


MEMBERSHIP OF ABT 


Craftsmen to be Admitted 


NEw arrangements have been agreed by 

the Amalgamated Society of Woodwork- 
ers, the Amalgamated Union of Building 
Trade Workers and the Association of Build- 
ing Technicians to facilitate the entry of 
eligible members of the ASW and AUBTW 
into membership of the ABT. Briefly, the 
new arrangements, which are described in 
the current issue of “ Keystone,” the ABT’s 
journal, are as follows:— 


Members of the Amalgamated Society of 
Woodworkers and the Amalgamated Union 
of Building Trade Workers engaged in one 
of the occupations covered by the rules and 
standing orders of the Association of Build- 
ing Technicians will be permitted to enter 
into membership of the ABT on the under- 
standing that they retain membership in their 
craft union for a period of two years from 
their date of entry into the ABT. At the 
end of the period the member concerned 
shall henceforth be free to decide for him- 
self whether or not he wishes to maintain 
membership of his craft union, and such 
decision shall be advised to the General 
Secretary of the ABT, who shall notify the 
member’s decision to the General Secretary 
of the craft union concerned. 


Should the member allow his membership 
of the craft union to lapse before the expiry 
of the period of dual membership, he will 
be automatically excluded from membership 
of the ABT. 


Should a member who has decided not 
to maintain membership of his craft union 
subsequently become, through a change in 
occupation, ineligible for continued member- 
ship of the ABT, he will be permitted, upon 
production of a clearance card issued by 
the General Secretary of the ABT, to re-enter 
into membership of his craft union without 
payment of entry fees, but subject to all 
other rules of the union concerned as regards 
benefits of membership of that union. 


SMOG CONFERENCE 


Sir Hugh Beaver, chairman of the Govern- 
ment Committee on Air Pollution, which is 
working on its main report, is to address the 
annual conference of the National Smoke 
Abatement Society at Scarborough on Sep- 
tember 22. This is announced in the sum- 
mer: issue of Smokeless Air, the Society‘s 
quarterly. 
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London -Pottery Exhibition 


A LIVELY SELECTION AT THE 
CRAFTS CENTRE 


N° apologies are needed, one feels, for 
mentioning yet another show at the 
Crafts Centre, Hay Hill : its policy of ring- 
ing the changes on a theme of admitted 
limitations is to be backed up, particularly 
when it establishes an architectural rela- 
tionship as this one does, writes Basil 
Marriott. 

Open until August 7, it represents the 
work of three young studio potters— 
Margaret Hine, William Newland and 
Nicholas Vergette, who were trained at 
the Central School of Arts and Crafts 
and now work together in London, one 
would say with mutual advantage. They 
have recently been collaborating with 
architects, and seem to have a sound grasp 
of what that entails, which is still rather 
rare in the (without condescension) “ ancil- 


lary ”” crafts. 


For one thing, while remaining 
individualists, this team have really looked 
at the contemporary urban design for 
living and pepped up their colour and form 
as compared with the drab, khaki overall- 
ness so much craft work tends to assume 
in a town context. I for one have con- 
stantly urged the need for this, and am 
sure the popular association of even some 
of the finest artist-craftsmanship with 
health-foods and the hairier hand-weaves 
is due to failure to perceive it. 

There is nothing dowdy or “crafty” 
about this lively lot. I particularly liked 
Vergette’s stylised cats, in a brilliant 
hard glaze, and have previously noted his 
spiky, Sutherlandish plant-holders. New- 
land’s cow is a contemporary version of a 
“Present from Wadebridge” milk-jug I 
cherish, and his Harlequin majolica figure 
is, like Margaret Hine’s black-and-yellow 
“Woman and Child,”’ almost big (and 
quite formal) enough for a public building 
—-say one of the new schools: architectural 
sculpture is reviving—what about archi- 
tectural ceramics, particularly after the 
Brazilian exhibition ? . 

The tile ‘pictures’? for instance, 
suggest possibilities for buildings of the 
bespoke kind, as‘opposed to repeat patterns 
capable of variable arrangement, the 
design being continued over the tile 
joints. Vergette’s use of this, in a fish 
design in sooty black on white for a table- 
top, quite puts to shame the current mass- 
produced stuff—and is quite as practical, 
being surely resistant to British sherry, 
menthol, cigarette-burns or whatever is 
now claimed for the synthetics industrial 
designers are invited to regard as their 
proper media. 


‘ 


DEVELOPMENT IN WALES 


A record of industrial progress in the 
development areas of Wales and Monmouth- 
shire has been produced in book form by the 
Wales and Monmouthshire Estates, Ltd. 
Entitled “ Achievement,” it contains articles 
from several sources, the contributors includ- 
ing Alderman Huw T. Edwards, JP, chair- 
man of the Council of Wales. Copies can 
be obtained from Mr. L. J. Corbett, general 
manager of the Estates, Treforest Trading 
Estate, Pontypridd, Glam. 
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HIGH-SPEED CARTRIDGE HAMMER 





SPECIAL FEATURES INCLUDE: 
%& SILENCED OPERATION 


t ie" 3" 


Barrel silencers virtually eliminate noise ‘nuisance 


% INTERCHANGEABLE BARRELS 


Single and combined models for fixing studs with 


head diameters of }” #” 3” 


% TRIGGER OPERATION 


Leaves one hand free to hold the fixture 


INTERCHANGEABLE BARRELS 





LET TORNADO 


SAVE YOU 


TIME, MONEY and EFFORT 


FIXES—}”, +"; 3” diameter studs, rivets or nails to brick, concrete, steel, 
etc., without pre-drilling, tapping or plugging, in one instantaneous operation 


Write for details and a FREE demonstration - 





FREE Advisory Service always available to users 


TORNADO HIGH-SPEED CARTRIDGE HAMMER DISTRIBUTORS 


Adept Construction Co. Ltd., 
Clarence Wharf, Rodney Road, 
Newport, Mon. 

Tel. : NEWPORT 4/01 


Distributors for: Pembrokeshire, 
Carmarthenshire, Glamorganshire, 
Monmouthshire and Brecknockshire. 


E. R. Cole Ltd., 


Coombe Road, Neasden Lane, 
London, N.W.10. 


Tel. : GLADSTONE 6655 


Distributors for: Kent, Sussex, Surrey, 
Essex and Hertfordshire. 


T. B. Browne & Co., 
62, Dale Street, 
Liverpool 2. 

Tel. : CENTRAL 0474 


Distributors for : Lancashire, Cheshire, 
Denbighshire, Flintshire and Caernar- 
vonshire. 


Lankester & Son Ltd., 
Holy Rood Place, High Street, 
Southampton. 

Tel. : SOUTHAMPTON 76383 


Distributors for: The County of South- 
*ampton and Hampshire. 


Joseph Pugsley & Sons Ltd., 
Bridge House, Lawrence Hill, 
Bristol 5, 

Tel. : BRISTOL 56037 
Distributors for : Gloucestershire, 


Somersetshire, Devonshire, Cornwall 
and Wiltshire. 





Contractors & Industrial 
Equipment Limited, 
276,Monument Rd.,Birmingham 16 
Tel. : EDGBASTON 3455 
Distributors for : Herefordshire, Shrop- 


shire, Staffordshire, | Warwickshire, 
Worcestershire and Yorkshire. 


F. Gibson & Co. (Newcastle) 
Ltd., 
Haddricks Mill Rd.,South Gosforth 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 3. 

Tel. : GOSFORTH 53117 
Distributors for : Northumberland, 
Durham, Westmorland, Cumberland 

and Furness. 


ROURA & FORGAS L720. 


COLQUHOUN HOUSE, 27-37, BROADWICK STREET, LONDON, W.1L 


Telephone : GERrard 9641-8 


Telegrams : 


Colleague, Piccy, London 
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The accumulated experience of over 60 
years’ service is at your command. 
—the home of all that is best in modern 
building practice. 


MULLEN & LUMSDEN ded 


N2 4/-EAGLE STREET: HIGH HOLBORN: LONDON: WEI 
CHANCERY 7422-3-4 











SMALL WORKS DEPT. : : SOUTHAMPTON : JOINERY WORKS : 
COPTIC STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 151 ROMSEY “ROAD, SHIRLEY GRESHAM WORKS, SOUTH NORWOOD 
MUSEUM 3705 SOUTHAMPTON 73176 ADDISCOMBE 1264 
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BOOKS 


«+ Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., “The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





THEIR NAME LIvETH. SOME PICTURES OF 
COMMONWEALTH WAR CEMETERIES, 1914- 
1918, 1939-1945. Published for the 
Imperial War Graves Commission. 
(London: Methuen and Co., Ltd.) Price 
15s. net. 

HIS book contains reproductions of 65 

photographs of war cemeteries and 
memorials constructed by the Imperial War 

Graves Commission in Italy and Sicily, 

France, England and Scotland, Norway, The 

Netherlands and Belgium. The examples 

range from the large to the small, from the 

splendid architectural monument to the\ 
simple burial ground. All the cemeteries 
have a common dignity due to the 
uniformity of the headstones and to the 
presence of those two solemn and unvarying 
features, the “Cross of Sacrifice” and the 

“Stone of Remembrance.” 

The settings, of course, vary—some of 
those in the mountainous Italian country- 
side are of majestic impressiveness—and 
each cemetery, notwithstanding a necessary 
degree of uniformity, has a _ distinctive 
character of its own, imparted by the 
personal taste and skill of architect and 
gardener. 

An atmosphere of peace and serenity per- 
vades them all, particularly those of the first 
world war, which have grown to maturity 
under the loving and constant attention of 
devoted guardians. 

The book contains a message to relatives 
of the dead from the Queen and is intro- 
duced in a foreword by the Duke of 
Gloucester, who is president of the Com- 
mission. Other literary features include a 
short description of the work of the Com- 
mission, an evocative essay on “ War 
Cemeteries in Italy” by Edmund Blunden, 
notes on the cemeteries and memorials 
illustrated and a list of the trees, shrubs and 
plants used. The photographs, uniformly 
excellent, are beautifully reproduced—one in 
colour and the remainder in half-tone. The 
Commission hope to publish further volumes 
of views of war cemeteries in other parts of 
the world. <5. J, 


SyRIA AND LEBANON. Problems of preserva- 
tion and presentation of Sites and Monu- 
ments. Published by Unesco and issued 
by the Ministry of Education. (London: 
Stationery Office.) Prices: 7s. 6d. and 
8s. 6d. respectively. 

(T'HESE two publications relate to a valu- 

able and appropriate part of Unesco’s 
work. They are the reports of Commissions 
set up as the result of appeals from the 
countries concerned, to study urgent 
problems in the preservation. and, equally 
important, “ presentation ” of their cultural 
and artistic heritage in historic buildings and 
archeological sites. They are unexpectedly 
exciting, and the inward eye is so constantly 
drawn away over the rim of the hills and 
beyond that effort is needed to bring it 
back to the matter in hand. This is a com- 
paratively new technique in the sense that 
much expertise now goes to the examination 
and documenting of ancient places, as dis- 
tinct from what “ museum-fodder ” may be 
found there. It is ironic that, in the past, 
much vital evidence may have been de- 
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stroyéd or obscured through treating such 
sites as international Tom Tiddler’s Grounds 
for the latter purpose, and archeology is 
largely a matter of “preserving from best 
friends.” 

Among these, the Victorians were on the 
whole platonic rather than helpful. The 
Edwardians no less lovingly delved, and 
when boredom or the monsoon set in, or 
funds ran out, were apt to fill-in and forget. 
None of this did the object concerned much 
good, and it is not surprising that foreign 
archeological exploration is not everywhere 
as welcome as it seems in Syria and Leba- 
non. But it is now recognized as an inter- 
national responsibility for experts. This has 
taken two wars in our time. 


RESTORATION WORK 


The specialist officers for Monuments and 
Fine Arts attached to the Allied Armies, or 
Military Government of occupied territories, 
found that speed was essential to first-aid— 
the shock treatment, dressing and antisepsis 
of the Casualty Clearing Station as opposed 
to the plastic surgery subsequently to be 
undertaken as restoration proper by national 
authorities. But that was under operational 
conditions or their immediate aftermath. 
One who was privileged to be concerned 
in it often wondered how much more could 
have been effected if both sides (for the 
other had a parallel organisation) could have 
agreed in advance what was to be respected 
and preserved in so far as was compatible 
with the conduct of :a desperate campaign, 
for the open cities were all too few. 


It was Judge Charles de Visscher of the 
International Courts of Justice who, in 1950, 
postulated a long-term and internationally- 
observed protective formula for works of 
art and historic buildings, to operate not 
only in war but more normal times. His 
thesis that this “should arise not only from 
national interest but from a superior inter- 
national responsibility ” seemed so reason- 
able as to pass virtually without comment— 
or even tangible reaction. Unesco, however, 
now shows itself not inactive in the matter, 
at least as far as the extension of the thesis 
into pilot surveys of what is being, or could 
be, done against attack from an unexpected 
quarter within—the necessary expansion 
and developiment of custodian-countries, of 
which Syria and Lebanon are examples. 
These combine vast areas of sparse popula- 
tion with overcrowded cities culturally 
“ stratified ” so as to present peculiar prob- 
lems when changes or additions to them are 
necessitated. Economic factors often dic- 
tate these, and what is described as the 
presentation of the heritage for its touristic 
and study value is equally a part of them. 

The scope and complexity of the problem 
is aptly indicated by the describing of Syria 
as both corridor and resting-place for succes- 
sive civilizations whose .occupation left its 
marks. Some are intact and serve original 


-purposes: others are falling into ruin, or 


are doomed without unremitting and costly 
care, oddly testifying to the evanescent 
nature of much functional building. The 
report surveys the administrative facilities at 
Damascus and Aleppo, and work in hand 
or projected to which increasing funds are 
being devoted in those cities and at such 
places’ as Bosra (capital of the Roman 
Arabia), Palmyra, Quasr el-Heir and that 
haunted expatriate, the “Krak des Cheva- 
liers,” with many others. In several cases 
it makes positive and apparently feasible 
recommendations. 

In those for presenting the heritage, the 
three prongs of education, tourist develop- 
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ment and preservative town-planning are 
suggested as spurs to long-term action. The 
second alone entails the provision of roads, 
transport and accommodation, for many of 
the sites are remote, and the difficulties and 
cost are not minimised. The “ Dead Cities ” 
of the north and south are fascinatingly des- 
cribed—such place names as the Jebel Druse 
will start the magic carpet revving-up for 
fellow-devotees of Freya Stark—and refer- 
ences to such imagination-stirrers as Pal- 
myra, Ezraa and its sixth-century churches, 
St. Simeon Stylites, Chahba (ancient 
Philippopolis), to the Great Ruins sinking 
away into time and the drifts, the Coastal 
Region studded with those oddly congruous 
“frustrated exports ” the Crusaders’ castles, 
are disturbingly evocative. 

The Lebanon report follows similar lines. 
Focus is on Tripoli and Baalbek. The former 
is timely in view of the apparent immin- 
ence of an extension plan for this Pheenician 
seaport surviving Greek, Arab, Crusader and 
Mameluke occupation and now a live and 
thriving industrial and commercial centre. 
This plan is critically studied in the Report, 
and diagrams tactfully putting forward what 
seem preferable alternatives are included. 

Both reports are furnished with biblio- 
graphies, adequate diagrams and plans (some 
of which however suggest that the time at 
the disposal of the Commissions was too 
short for exhaustive study) and quite beauti- 
ful photographs. These confirm the com- 
paratively recent addition of real pictorial 
(as opposed to “ picturesque ”) taste to the 
archzologist’s technique, and also the in- 
calculable value of aerial survey. Strange 
and moving architectonic shapes are seen 
sharp against dark skies, in which the chro- 
matic quality of dirty-white, which I imagine 
is characteristic, is brought out; and sharply- 
defined texture and detail in segmented 
melon-domes and their beautiful shell- or 
flower-like interiors, to illustrate Mosque, 
Hammam and Suq. The odd “colonial ” 
mutations of the classical orders are seen in 
the Roman remains and throughout the 
photographs epitomize the spiced and dessi- 
cated flavour of those distant and beckoning 
places. But their gesture is an SOS as well 
as a welcome, and it seems that help 1s at 
hand. B. M. 


PRESTRESSED CONCRETE. By Gustave 
Magnel. Third Edition. (London: Con- 
crete Publications, Ltd.). Price 20s. 
THE THIRD EpITION of this book has been 

brought up to date. The new matter in- 

cludes a table of dimensions of beams for 
various spans and loads, together with the 
number of cables required, and a method of 
calculating the ultimate strength of beams 
which is noteworthy for its simplicity and is 
based on tests made on full-size beams. 
Data is given on economical spans for 

continuous beams and their breaking 
strength. Details are given of fatigue tests, 
of the resistance of beams to extremes of 
temperature and to dynamic loads. Other 
tests include one to failure of a slab pre- 
stressed in two directions, and of a mast in 
the form of a Vierendeel girder, as well as 
the tests including a continuous beam and a 
freely-supported beam of 155 ft. span. The 
chapter on the applications of prestressed 
concrete includes. many new bridges, build- 
ing frames, and a flat-slab floor to carry very 
heavy loads. The examples are taken from 
all parts of the world. 


BOOK RECEIVED 


ARCHITECTS’ WorRKING DETaILs. ___ Edited 
by D. A. C. A. Boyne. (London: The 
Architectural Press.) Price 21s. 
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THE INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
Mr. Leslie Wallis Elected President 


AT the seventieth annual general meeting 

of the Institute’ of Builders, held on 
July 21, Mr. F. Leslie Wallis, OBE, JP (Maid- 
stone), was elected President for the year 
1954/55. Vice-presidential offices were filled 
by the re-election of Mr. H. S. Oddie (Liver- 
pool) and Mr. G. O. Swayne (Guildford) and 
by the election of Mr. F. A. Collis (London) 
and Mr. J. G. Middleton (Great 
Yarmouth). Mr William H. Lee (Lon- 
don) was re-elected honorary treasurer. A 
list of members elected to Council has not 
been made public. 

The out-going President (Mr. Harold H. 
Ridge) was accorded the thanks of the mem- 
bers for well-spent time in the service of the 
Institute—time he could ill spare; and ‘he 
received from the hands of his successor the 
first of a series of Past Presidential badges 
now being prepared to inaugurate a new cus- 
tom. Mr. RipGe, acknowledging the com- 
pliment, said that if the Institute’s welfare 
were kept in mind; if they valued their mem- 
bership; took just pride in its meaning; and 
encouraged others to aspire to it, the Institute 
could and would serve the industry well. 


Presidential Address 


In his inaugural address as President, Mr. 
F, Lesuie WALLIs said that he was well aware 
that the office of President of the Institute 
of Builders carried with it heavy responsi- 
bilities, and afforded great opportunities for 
serving an industry in which his whole life 
has been spent. “My uncle, the late 
William Wallis, was president in 1909-10, 
and to-day I have for the fourth time fol- 
lowed him,” Mr. Wallis continued. “We 
have both now been elected president of the 
Maidstone Association, the Southern 
Counties Federation, the National Federa- 
tion, and now the Institute.” 

Turning to the year ahead, Mr. Wallis 
said: ‘ First, I will reassure you all that 
the affairs of this Institute will be managed 
by its elected Council. It is also true to say 
that our affairs will be managed by men who 
are members of the National Federation, for 
whilst you are all individual members of this 
Institute, almost all, through your firms, are 
members ‘of the National Federation. This 
has always been so and I hope and expect it 
will continue to be so. I hope most sin- 
cerely that a very much closer liaison will 
grow up between our friends of the LMBA 
next door, the National Federation and our- 
selves. I shall work to that end and so 
follow up the excellent start which the retir- 
ing President has given me by the recent in- 
formal talk which our officers had with those 
of the National. Both bodies are serving the 
building industry and each has its own par- 
ticular functions to perform. Whilst we 
must both work independently, we shall, 
indeed must, keep each other well informed 
in all things. If in the past either of us has 
played uninvited in the other’s garden, then 
as far as I am concerned I say we forgive 
them and I’m sure they forgive us. 


BUILDING UP MEMBERSHIP 


*“Second, I hope to see a greatly in- 
creased membership, especially in the three 
senior grades. There must be hundreds of 
men well qualified to become fellows or 
members, and I earnestly ask all of you to 
help in this by sending us the names of gentle- 
men whom you think are suitable. The 

_ Admission Committee will never grumble 
about having too much work to do. Please 


also encourage those younger men, and the 
number is considerable, who, having passed 
the Licentiate Diploma examination, do not 
bother to sit for the Associate examination. 
In my opinion, after passing the Licentiate 
examination, a year or two’s further practical 
experience and a little further study will 
enable the majority to pass the Associate 
examination. Membership of the Institute 
has always been regarded as an honour, and 
I am sure we all desire that it shall continue 
to be so. 

“We must, therefore, be selective but not 
exclusive in our candidates for admission, 
and, indeed, in permitting applicants to sit 
for our examinations. We could so easily 
obtain all the members we need and would 
wish to have by lowering our standards, a 
step I am quite sure none of us will ever 
contemplate: A fully examined member- 
ship is and must be our goal, but it will be 
some years before we can reach it. Mean- 
while, let us all do as I have suggested to 
increase our numbers and so enable the scope 
of our work to be increased and expedited. 


NEED FOR PUBLICITY 


“TI also want to see the Institute more in 
the news, more talked about—in, of course, 
the right way. The fact that so many people 
are comparatively ignorant of our aims and 
objects and, indeed, of our standards is per- 
haps as much our fault as-their’s:. For the 
past ten years I have been chairman of the 
public relations committee of the National 
and in that time I have learned a lot about 
publicity, although there is still much to 
learn. One of the first principles is that news 
is only news if less than 24 hours’ old and, 
with a weekly publication, if received in time 
for the publication immediately following the 
event. It is also of great assistance to the 
Press if advance information is supplied. 
This enables them to plan their layout and 
generally leads to a fuller report than when 
received just prior to going to Press. I do 
not desire any personal publicity, but if I 
can get the Institute and its work more widely 
known I shall grasp évery opportunity which 
may occur during my year with both hands, 
I am perfectly certain that we have the 
good will of the technical Press and that they 
will give us every assistance provided we give 
them the opportunity. 

‘We are all, indeed, grateful to those 
gentlemen—al] examined members— who act 
as our examiners. They spend a great deal 
of time—spare time, if any builder ever has 
any—and are in no small measure respon- 
sible for maintaining our high standard. I 
feel we must keep our syllabuses under re- 
view, for the character of the industry must 
change with the use of new methods and 
materials.” 


Discussion 


The following summary of discussions dur- 
ing the proceedings was issued by the Sec- 
retariat following the meeting: 

Mr. D. E. WoopsineE ParisH (London) re- 
ferred’ to the admirable lectures arranged 
for the senior members, and said.a sum- 
mary in the Press would have redounded to 
the Institute’s credit: the Institute might be 
on the map, but it was not seen on the 
map. This made some of them apprehensive 
with regard to it and diffident in its support. 

Mr. H. S. Oppie (Vice-President) agreed 
that more publicity was desirable and that 


; 
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there were many matters upon which the In- 
stitute could usefully expend money, bur 
diffidence could hamstring the Institute: what 


it needed was the faith of members and its. 


expression in support. 

Mr. G. O. SwayN_E (Vice-President) said it 
was usual to give one’s support to the cause 
of one’s choice. He asked for it not on be 
half of an abstract Institute but in the prac- 
tical sense of support from friends (the 
Institute’s own members) for the Council 
was committed to a policy and programme 
which deserved and should receive it. 

Mr. H. H. RIDGE (immediate Past-Presi- 
dent) said the programme of the Institute was 
a very full one, in the whole-hearted sup- 
port of which, however, there seemed to be 
noticeable omissions. , 

Mr. PaRisH said he would not like anyone 
to think he had led a vendetta; the idea that 


there was one from London would be entirely . 


misleading. 

Mr. RipGeE and Mr. Oppie hastened to 
re-assure Mr. Parish. If, however—con- 
tinued Mr, Oddie—there was justifiable 
criticism of the way of the Council and of 
its officers, they were not so oversure of 
themselves that they would resent better 
men taking their places—as they could do 
every year. 

Mr. A. G. MiLes (London) said there was 
great dissatisfaction among his colleagues 
with the treatment of candidates who, it was 
felt, should have been allowed to sit for 
examination. 


“A DISTURBING STATEMENT ” 


Mr. L. J. HoLttoway (London) said there 
was dissatisfaction in London; a large con- 
tractor had made the disturbing statement 
that he no longer recommended the Institute 
examinations as other institutions offered 
better opportunities. If people were not pre- 
pared to back the Institute, there was no 
point in it: ordinary members got no in- 
formation about its doings—not, until that 
day, for example, upon the minutes of the 
last Annual General Meeting; he expected 
to be kept informed and would not buy a pig 
in a poke. 

Mr. RipGe reminded Mr. Holloway that 

the Proceedings and Notes issued to the mem- 
bership in the autumn of 1953 included a 
report of the proceedings at the last Annual 
General Meeting. 
‘ Mr. Swayne said Mr. Holloway had 
referred to a large contractor who now 
recommended other examinations to his 
young men. The Institute’s examinations 
were available to and suitable for those in 
large firms who were actually engaged in 
general building. 

The Institute’s examinations should not be 
altered to suit particular types of firms or to 
cater solely for one type of student: the 
Institute served the general building contrac- 
tor large and small throughout the country. 
Mr. Miles had said there was dissatisfaction 
from disappointed candidates; that was 
known, and inevitable from those who 
thought they qualified but did not: it was 
regrettable when firms added their criticisms 
unaware of the true position. No one would 
suggest the Institute should lower its 
standards because a student or group failed 
to measure up to minimum requirements. 
In an institute where selectiveness was a 
prime distinction of its nature, irritation was 
certain among those: not accepted for mem- 
bership or for examination. The Institute 
got the reactions—and most uninformed they 
could be. The Examinations Board expected 
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We are pleased to inform 
our many friends 
that 
we have extended our service 
to the Industry, 
by the formation 
of a Separate Heating Department. 
For the time being 
our activities in this field 
will be confined to the Midlands area. 
We trust that we may have the opportunity 


to be of service to you. ™ 
a 
é 


A\OUGUOUE 


LATIMER STREET - BIRMINGHAM, 15 + Phone: MIDland 4665-7 
London branch: 643a Romford Rd., Manor Park, E.12 * GRAngewood 7713 
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Centering 


For flat slab, vaulted or domed roof 
construction, HICO Centering, by reason 
of its light weight, ease of assembly, 
erection and striking, speeds up 

work and substantially reduces costs. 
HICO is adaptable to any size, type and 
profile of span; it has a high weight 
carrying capacity yet units are easily 
carried by one man. Write today for the 
new HICO catalogue number 107. 


Use HICO , 


BLAW KNOX LTD. (Box 113) 90-94 Brompton Road, London, S.W.3. Tel: KENsington 515) educa 
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the support of the members as such and as 
builders. 

There was another side: the careful 
scrutiny of doubtful candidatures and the 
advice given, Suggestions made by the Board 
more often postponed an application with 
educational encouragement than declined it: 
the soundness of the Institute’s guidance was 
endorsed, and—having been taken—thank- 
fully acknowledged. Candidates were not 
accepted to give them a piece of paper; 
they were accepted having in mind the type 
of education they had had as fitting them 
with lasting benefit for a career in the 
industry. : 


ADMISSION CONDITIONS 


Mr. L. W. C. Russet, (Twickenham) 
and Mr. W. A. MackrRipGe (London) 
referred to the embarrassments of admission 
conditions in particular cases, and Mr. D. C. 
BurGEss (London) deprecated “special case” 
admissions, although one himself. Mr. 
PARISH explained Mr. Burgess’s view.that a 
term must be set to admitting special cases, 
and added that if the Institute came out 
and told the industry its aims it wouid gain 
immense support. London members were 
only too anxious to see it playing a greater 
part: it was not fully appreciated. Mr. 
WALLIS intimated that he would accept with 
pleasure an invitation to speak to the London 
Master Builders’ Association. 

Mr. C. F. Etvins (London) said he had 
intended to be highly critical, but in view 
of Mr. Swayne’s statements he would tone 
down his remarks. They did not complain 
of the standard of the examinations, but he 
doubted if the Examinations Board ever got 
in touch with the employer, and it was 
annoying to him when a promising student 
was turned down; speaking as an employer 
as distinct from a member he felt the Insti- 
tute ignored the influence the employer could 
have. 

THE INSTITUTE’S POLICY 


Mr. Swayne said he welcomed Mr. 
Parish’s desire for a wider understanding of 
Institute policy, but they must not deceive 
themselves that this would dispel dissatisfac- 
tion. Decisions against an application to sit 
an examination or for membership would 
still be unpopular; the Council must be 
relied on to do its job properly. He went 
on to stress the need to support the technical 
colleges by encouraging employees to attend 
courses. The Institute did not absolutely or 
in all circumstances bar study by correspond- 
ence, but its policy supported technical 
education in technical schools. Schools 
might offer courses and their extension; this 
was the way they developed. Schools could 
not or would not for long provide courses 
if no demand was made for them. It was 
in these localities where the big contractor 
could use the weight of his influence 
beneficially upon his own student employees, 
and locally to the advantage of the industry. 
There was a locality where, had this influence 
been exercised, a number of applicants to 
sit for the Institute’s examination (sufficient 
to support advanced general building studies 
offered) might have taken these studies and 
so established the course instead of turning, 
as they had done, to studies by correspond- 
ence. Where an applicant for examination 
fell short of requirements it was not (as 
had been suggested) generally practicable 
to discuss the case with his employer except 
perhaps in the case of articled boys. An 
employer was sometimes misinformed about 
and sometimes not aware of an applicant’s 
educational attainments, and the Institute 
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had to avoid the risk of a damaging dis- 
cussion disclosing them, or the lack of them. 

Mr. J. H. M. Overton (London) said he 
had the painful feeling of having been 
present at a shooting match against the 
administration, which had done its best to 
keep Institute standards high. Instead the 
executive should be thanked. 

Mr. Ripce, from the Chair, said he liked 
to think that criticisms arose from a desire 
to see the Institute prosper: it was accepted 
that way, and would not fall on deaf ears. 


REGISTRATION SCHEME 


A REGISTRATION and exemption scheme 
has been introduced by the Institute of 
Builders, 48, Bedford-square, WC1, for 
those preparing for entrance to the Institute. 
The main details are outlined below. 

Subject to confirmation by the Institute, 
a candidate duly admitted to an approved 
senior part-time general building course may 
register himself as a Student of the Institute 
upon the successful completion of the first 
year of the course and payment of a regi- 
stration fee of one guinea. This registration 
will be renewed year by year up to four 
years by the Institute without further fee, 
subject to confirmation by the student’s 
technical institution that he is continuing to 
pursue the approved course and for one year 
afterwards. , 

Subject to confirmation by the Institute, 
a Student of the Institute may register him- 
self as a Probationer of the Institute upon 
being duly admitted to the advanced stages 
of an approved part-time general building 
course and payment of a registration fee of 
two guineas. This registration will be 
renewed year by year by the Institute with- 
out further fee, subject to confirmation by 
the student’s technical institution that he is 
continuing uninterruptedly the approved 
course or another similarly approved, or an 


extension of an approved course in addi-, 


tional approved studies of optional subjects. 

Subject to confirmation by the Institute, 
a candidate duly admitted to an approved 
senior full-time general building course may 
register himself as a Student of the Institute 
upon payment of a registration fee of one 
guinea. This registration will be renewed 
year by year up to three years by the Institute 
without further fee, subject to confirmation 
by the student’s technical institution that he 
is continuing to pursue the approved course. 
Subject to confirmation by the Institute, a 
Student of the Institute may register him- 
self as a Probationer of the Institute upon 
being duly admitted to the third year or 
advanced stage of such a course and pay- 
ment of a registration fee of two guineas. 
This registration will be renewed by the 
Institute without further fee for three years 
subject to confirmation by the student’s 
technical institution that he is continuing to 
pursue the approved course or its extension 
in appropriate approved ° part-time studies. 
Registrations will carry over practice qualifi- 
cation and national service periods. 

For Probationers who are candidates for 
admission as Licentiates of the Institute there 
will be a modified examination confined for 
the present to tests in Building Construction 
and Builders’ Quantities, provided the 
approved courses the candidate has followed 
with or without additional approved studies 
cover the requirements in study of the exami- 
nation for Licentiates. 

For candidates for admission as “ Mem- 
bers,” who are Licentiates and have been 
Probationers, there will be a modified 
diploma examination confined for the 
present to tests in Building Construction, 
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Builders’. Quantities and Estimating, Costing 
and Management, provided:— 

(a) They hold a General Certificate of 
Education with passes in five subjects at 
ordinary level, viz.:. Group 1, English, 
Mathematics (elementary); Greup II, One or 
two subjects from Physics, Chemistry, Physics 


‘ with Chemistry, Mechanics, General Science, 


a mathematical subject (not elementary 
mathematics or arithmetic); Group ILI, One 
or two subjects from History, Geography, 
Economics, a modern language other than 
English; Latin or Greek, Art; or with 
passes in one subject at advanced and three 
subjects at ordinary level, of which two must 
be English and Mathematics (elementary) 
and one must be taken from each of Groups 
II and III; or they held the School Certifi- 
cate, including passes in Mathematics and 
Science; or they can produce evidence of an 
equivalent standard of general education 
acceptable to the Institute. 

(b) The approved courses they have 
followed with or without additional 
approved studies, cover the requirements in 
study of the Institute’s examination for 
Members. 

For candidates for admission as 
“* Associates,” who are Licentiates and 
have been Probationers, there will be a 
modified diploma examination confined for 
the present to tests comparable with those 
for Members in the various aspects of their 
particular industrial employment, provided: 

(a) They hold a General Certificate of 
Education with passes in five subjects at 
ordinary level, viz.: Group I, English, 
Mathematics (elementary); Group II, One or 
two subjects from Physics, Chemistry, 
Physics with Chemistry, Mechanics, General 
Science, a mathematical subject (not elemen- 
tary mathematics or arithmetic); Group III, 
One or two subjects from History, 
Geography, Economics, a modern language 
other than English; Latin or Greek, Art; or 
with passes in one subject at advanced and 
three subjects at ordinary level, of which two 
must be English and Mathematics (elemen- 
tary) and one must be taken from each of 
Groups II and III; or they hold the School 
Certificate, including passes in Mathematics 
and Science; or they can produce evidence 
of an equivalent standard of general educa- 
tion acceptable to the Institute. 

(b) The approved courses they have 
followed with or without additional 
approved studies, cover the requirements in 
study of the Institute’s examination for 
Associates. 


BBC TELEVISION STUDIOS 
Sub-contractors Employed 


With reference to the illustrated article on 
the Scenery Block of the BBC Television 
Centre, Wood-lane, W12, published in The 
Builder of July 16, we are informed that the 
list of sub-contractors given was incomplete. 

Messrs. Higgs and Hill, Ltd., the builders, 
state that the following names should have 
been included:— 

William Briggs and Sons, Ltd., “ Bitu- 
metal” roofing; E. J. Elgood, Ltd., grano- 
lithic floors; John Hall and Sons (Bristol 
and London), Ltd., glazing; T. C. Jones and 
Co., Ltd., structural steelwork; J. Martin 
(Brockley), Ltd., plumbing; Osgood and Co., 
Ltd., wall and floor tiling; Plastering, Ltd., 
plastering; John F. Shackleton and: Son, 
Ltd., granite plinths; Southerns, Ltd., flush 
doors; South Western Stone Co., Ltd., Port- 
land stone; Wackett Bros., Ltd., demolition; 
Williams and Williams, Ltd., aluminium 
roof light. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Annual Housing Programme 


ON July 20, Lreut.-Cor. Lipton asked the 

Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 

ment from what date he had decided that the 

annual maximum of 300,000 houses should 

' not be exceeded; and what steps he had taken 

to ensure that that maximum should not be 
exceeded, 

Mr. MACMILLAN said the total number of 
houses completed in any year depended 
partly on prior planning and partly on suffi- 
cient labour and materials being available. 
In addition, resources varied from region to 
region. While he had, therefore, to take 
some steps to see that the programme did 
not. get out of step, he did not attempt to 
control it within precise figures. He was 
hopeful that with improving production the 
total for this year would be at least as large 
as last year, and he was equally optimistic 
about 1955. 

COLONEL LIPTON suggested that the Minis- 
ter’s policy denied active housing authorities, 
like Lambeth, the same completion rate in 
1955 as in the past two years. Should he not 
admit that his so-called limit to expansion 
was really a cut in the housing programme 
for the more active housing authorities; but 
which did not affect private builders. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that they were not 
doing too badly; the programme ought to run 
about 60 to 70 per cent. above the last 
Socialist Government’s figure. 

Mr. HERBERT Morrison asked whether 
the Ministry in a letter to the Lambeth Coun- 
cil pointed out that the Government was in 
danger of going substantially above the 
300,000 target which was the minimum set 
by the Conservative Party Conference, and 
that the enterprise of that council should 
be checked. Why was the Minister stopping 
them from building when they were willing, 
able and competent? 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that they were build- 
ing six times as many houses as they had 
done under the Socialist Government. 

Mr. Morrison asked whether the Govern- 
ment were determined that the housing pro- 
gramme should not materially exceed the 
target of 300,000. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that the Labour 
Government’s post-war programme fell 
from 240,000 houses in 1947 to less than 
200,000. The present Government’s pro- 
gramme had gone forward. Regionally he 
had to keep to some reasonable plan by 
which they would be able to proceed with- 
out the follies of the late Administration 
when far more houses were planned and 
started than could be finished. 


NEW FACTORIES 


On July 13 Mr. BROOMAN-WHiteE asked the 
President of the Board of Trade if he would 
give figures of approvals of. new factory 
building and extensions for Scotland and 
Great Britain, respectively, during the first 
quarter of 1954. 

Mr. Henry Strauss, the Parliamentary 
Secretary, said the President regretted that 
incorrect figures were given in the answer to 
Mr. Brooman-White’s question on June 29, 
The correct figures were:— Scotland 37 
approvals at an estimated ‘total value of 
£1.58m. and Great Britain 612 approvals at 
an estimated total value of £29.68m. 


HOUSES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


On July 14, Mr. Lesuie Hare asked 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
what extent the opening to the public of 
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houses with a charge for admission was 
regarded as carrying on a business within 
the meaning of the Income Tax Acts so as 
to permit the salaries of household staff 
to be a permissible deduction. 

Mr. R. A. BUTLER replied that such an 
activity would be treated as the carrying on 
of a trade for Income Tax purposes if the 
property were maintained solely or mainly 
as a show place, and managed on a com- 
mercial basis and with a view to the 
realisation of profits within the meaning of 
Section 124(2) of the Income Tax Act, 1952. 
Particulars of matters taken into account by 
the Inland Revenue in considering whether 
a trade is carried on were set out in 
Appendix II to the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Houses of Outstanding Historic 
or Architectural Interest, published in 1950. 
Generally speaking, it had to be shown that 
a definite organisation had been set up for 
attracting and dealing with visitors, and that 
the whole activity was undertaken with the 
intention of making a profit and not for 
purely altruistic motives, or with a view to 
getting relief from tax. Any deduction 
allowable where a trade was carried on in 
respect of salaries of household staff would 
not include such part, if any, of the 
salaries as was referable to domestic or 
private purposes. 


SCOTTISH HOUSING SUBSIDIES 


On July 15, to a question put by Mr. 
McInnes, Mr. JAMES Stuart, replied that 
housing subsidies paid to Scottish local 
authorities from 1919 to March 31, 1953, 
amounted to approximately £84m. The 
details were given in Appendix 23 of the 
annual report of the Department of Health 
for' Scotland for 1953 (Command 9107). 
The interest paid by local authorities on 
housing loans was estimated at £5.8m., 
£6.6m., £7.5m. and £9.4m. respectively for 
the local authority financial years 1949-1950, 


» 1950-1951, 1951-1952 and 1952-1953. 


BRICK SUPPLIES 


On July 20, Mr. BinG asked the Minister 
of Works whether he was aware that the 
Hornchurch Urban District Council, together 
with contractors to the council, had orders 
for 2,000,000 bricks outstanding for 18 
months; that neither the council nor the con- 
tractors could obtain delivery; and whether, 
in those circumstances, he would take action 
to see that adequate supplies of bricks were 
provided, 

Sirk Davip EccLes: This appears to be an 
unusual case where special difficulties have 
held up deliveries. I am expecting further 
information and will communicate with Mr. 
Bing. 

Mr. BinG said that the Hornchurch hous- 
ing programme was completely held up be- 
cause of a failure to deliver bricks. He asked 
for an assurance from the Minister that 
action would be taken as soon as possible 
to secure a supply of bricks being made 
available to contractors because they were 
being supplied to private builders. 

Sir Davip Eccres said that this was the 
only instance this year in the eastern region 
of a shortage of bricks being reported to the 
department. As far as he understood it, the 
council] and the brickmaking firm had got 
into some disagreement, but a meeting had 
been held between them on July 19 and. he 
hoped that the matter was now settled, 


CEILING HEIGHTS 


On July 20, Mrs. CasTLe asked the Minis- 
ter of Housing and Local Government why 
he had refused to confirm a building by-law 


July 30 1954 


of the Blackburn Borough Council laying 
down a minimum ceiling height of 8 ft. for 
habitable rooms, in view of the smoke-laden 
humid atmosphere and low sunshine record 
in the town. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said health in living- 
rooms depended not on ceiling heights alone 
but also on adequate ventilation, floor area 
and window space. Even considering the 
conditions in Blackburn, he did not think it 
necessary to insist on a minimum height 
greater than the 7 ft. 6 in. which was now 
almost universally applicable. 

Mrs. CastTLe asked if the Minister was 
aware that an 8 ft. minimum had been in 
operation in Blackburn since 1934, and the 
local council strongly protested against this 
reduction in building standards, especially as 
in April the Minister had announced a con- 
cession to Wigan and Farnworth, whose 
climatic conditions did not differ in any way 
from those in Blackburn. She urged him to 
allow the council to stand by the building 
standards which had been in operation for 
many years and to reconsider the matter 
because of the low sunshine record and 
humidity of the area. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that that was con- 
trary to the technical advice he had received 
from the London School of Hygiene and 
other people whom he had consulted. The 
concessions he had made had been excep- 
tional. 

Mrs. CASTLE gave notice she would raise 
the matter again. 


DSIR BUILDINGS 


On July 13 Mr. FREDERICK WILLEY asked 
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Works, as representing the Lord President 
of the Council, what was the building pro- 
gramme planned for the Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research this year; 
and what was now estimated to be the cost 
of the building work executed this financial 
year. 

Mr. BEvINS said that the total provision 
made in the 1954/55 Estimates of the 
Ministry of Works for the building pro- 
gramme of the DSIR, other than mainten- 
ance, was £916,000. It was estimated that 
building work to approximately this value 
would be executed in the financial year. 

On July 20, Mr. FREDERICK WILLEY askea 
the Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Works, as representing the Lord President 
of the Council, what particular building pro- 
jects had been undertaken as part of the 
1954-55 building programme of the Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research; 
and what progress had been made towards 
the completion of these projects. 

Mr. BEvins replied: The major works in- 
cluded in the building programme for the 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Re- 
search for 1954-55 are for the Hydraulics 
Research Station (£159,800), the Mechanical 
Engineering Research Laboratory (£254,600), 
the National Physical Laboratory (£111,700), 
the Radio Research Station (£92,500) and the 
Water Pollution Research Laboratory 
(£115,000). 

The Water Pollution Research Laboratory 
will be completed and occupied this year, 
and the work at the Hydraulics Research 
Station should also be nearing completion. 
Work on the new Radio Research Station 
began this year, and is expected to be com- 
pleted in 1955-56. The full programme for 
the Mechanical Engineering Research Labo- 
ratory includes a number of buildings of 
which some are already finished and occu- 
pied; one further large building (the Hydrau- 
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Ascot 


the single-minded water heater 


The Ascot is an expert. It specialises in giving hot water, and 


this it does more efficiently than any jack-of-all trades appliance. 


Fuel is burned only while hot water is being 
drawn. The same water does not have to be 
re-heated over and over again; payment is made 
only for the water actually used. 


Hot water flows the instant it is wanted. There’s 
no waiting for a tank to heat up. That means a 
trouble-free hot water supply all the year round. bo 


The supply is inexhaustible; Ascots never run 
cold. For as long as the tap is turned on hot 
water continues to flow. 


There’s an Ascot for every domestic need, from the 
inexpensive sink heater to a large multipoint that will 
supply all the taps in the house. 





ASCOT 715 


The very latest multipoint model and the world’s first Balanced 
Flue gas water heater. Specified by 41 housing authorities for 
their own flats and housing schemes. 


Has these outstanding advantages :— 


1 Beautiful streamlined appearance. 

2 Down-draughts into the room impossible. 

3 Products of combustion cannot get into the room. 
4 Completely automatic, 100° safe. 


5 Supplies all the taps in the house, and can be coupled to the 
pipes of an existing system at low cost. 





Four of every five instantaneous gas water heaters sold are 
Ascots. More than a million have been installed in British homes. 


Ascots make no dirt or dust, and need no stoking. 
They are completely automatic. 


As no fire need be lighted to get hot water the 
kitchen is always cool in summer. 


An ordinary open fire and an Ascot multipoint 
to give an instant, endless supply to three points 
cost no more to install than a back boiler which 
supplies three points only if the tank is hot. 















































The Balanced Flue Ascot 715 can be installed in a 
bathroom with complete confidence. 


Trait peg WL cadocshe 


ASCOT GAS WATER HEATERS LIMITED + 255 NORTH CIRCULAR ROAD » LONDON NWIO 
A member of the PARNALL Group of Companies 
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lics Machinery Laboratory) should be about 
completed, and partly occupied, this year. A 
beginning is expected to be made on two 
other buildings. 

The provision for the National Physical 
Laboratory is principally for the commence- 
ment of construction of a new ship tank, 
for research and testing on the form of ships’ 
hulls and propellers which is expected to take 
about four to five years to complete. 


HOUSING SUBSIDIES 


On July 20, Mr. Davin Jones asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he was aware that the rent of a 
£1,500 council house would have to be raised 
by 1s. 2d. a week to cover the deficit which 
would arise in the housing revenue account 
when the proposed reduction in the rate of 
subsidy takes place on April 1 next; and 
what action he proposed to take to see that 
the local authqrity housing revenue was in 
balance. 

Mr. MACMILLAN: No, I cannot accept the 
assumptions. 

Mr. SPARKS asked what was now the value 
of the notional house on which the Minister’s 


standard of subsidy was based; and since 


what date such value had been accepted for 
that purpose. 

Mr. MAcMILLAN said that £1,583 was taken 
as the latest available figure for the notional 
house when the Local Authority Associations 
were consulted on June 21, 


RENT INCREASES 


On July 20, Mr. GEORGE JEGER asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
whether he was aware that some landlords 
were asking for increased rents from their 
tenants in anticipation of the operation of the 
Housing Repairs and Rents Bill; and- what 
action was proposed to protect tenants. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that if Mr. Jeger 
could send him details of the cases he would 
investigate them. Tenants were already fully 
protected under the Rent Restrictions Acts 
against payments of rent in excess of that 
which was legally recoverable. 

Mr. JEGER asked if the Minister was aware 
that in poor working-class districts many 
tenants were receiving demands for increased 
rents and were not aware of their rights. 
Would it not be advisable for the Minister 
to consider making a broadcast on the 
matter so that everyone would know what 
were their rights, and what were the duties 
of landlords. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that he was grateful 
for the suggestion. As soon as royal assent 
was given to the Bill he proposed to see that 
widespread information was disseminated 
about the rights of tenants and landlords. 
If he could have permission he would per- 
haps consider making a broadcast 


RENTS IN SCOTLAND 


On July 20, Mr. HAMILTON asked the Sec- 
retary of State for Scotland whether he 
would “issue a booklet giving guidance to 
tenants affected by the provisions of the 
Housing (Repairs and Rents) (Scotland) Bill, 


‘ and including appropriate comment on the 


availability of legal aid. 

Mr. JAMES STuaRT said he was arranging 
to publish a leaflet. giving landlords and 
tenants guidance on the rent provisions of 
the Bill. There would also be available a 
more comprehensive booklet suitable for 
local. authorities and Citizens Advice 
Bureaux. Information about legal aid was 
already available in a separate leaflet, and it 
was, he thought, unnecessary to refer to this 
matter in thé leaflet on the new legislation. 
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PLANNING APPEAL DECISIONS 


On July 20, Mr. WALKER-SMITH asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
what had been the effect of the measures 
taken to shorten the time for decisions in 
planning appeals and compulsory purchase 
orders. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said with regard to com- 
pulsory purchase orders he thought there had 
been no general difficulty. Their number 
was, in any case, falling. So far as planning 
appeals were concerned, about 60 per cent. 
more cases had been disposed of during the 


‘first half of this year than in the correspond- 


ing period in 1953; while the average time 
taken on each case had been slowly falling 
during the past few months. The number 
of appeals received was, however, still con- 
tinuing at a very high level. He was watch- 
ing the position carefully. 

Mr. WALKER-SMITH asked the Minister to 
undertake to continue these satisfactory 
efforts, and to give the decisions as speedily 
as was compatible with full justice to the 
parties. 

Mr. MACMILLAN said that he would. 


FACTORIES IN SCOTLAND 


On July 20, Mr. HAMILton asked the 
President of the Board of Trade how much 
new factory space had been provided in each 
of the last five years in the developing mining 
areas of Scotland; how much was expected 
to be provided in the current financial year; 
and whether he would take action to ‘give 
greater publicity to the needs of these areas 
for alternative light industry. 

Mr. Henry Strauss, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Board of Trade, replied that according 
to the latest information available to the 
Board of Trade. the area of new factory 
space provided in the developing coalfield 
areas of East and West Fife, Alloa, the 
Lothians and Ayrshire in each of the last five 
calendar years was as follows: — 


1949 ae ... 68,000 sq. ft. 
1950 ae cuts SOO 
1951 Se ier INH 56 ie 
1952 Ry toe ZERO ss ss 
1953 na <e) 139,000 5, 
Total ... 530,000 sq. ft. 


These figures related to new factories and 
factory extensions of more than 5,000 sq. ft. 
for which industrial development certificates 
have been issued. They did not include new 
buildings and extensions approved for the 
National Coal Board. 

It was impossible yet to say what factory 
space would be provided this year. The 
Board of Trade would continue to consider 
sympathetically applications for industrial 
development certificates for these areas and 
to. bring their advantages to the notice of 
suitable industries. 


FACTORIES IN WALES 


On July 20, Mr. Gower asked the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade how many ap- 
provals by his department of new factory 
buildings and extensions there had been in 
Wales and in Great Britain, respectively, 
during the first quarter of 1954. 

Mr. STRAUSS said that he assumed Mr. 
Gower was referring to the number of in- 
dustrial development certificates. There were 
15 in Wales and 612 in Great Britain. 


NEW TOWNS’ POPULATIONS 

On July 20, Mr. HAMILTon asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
the population of each of the new towns; 
and their estimated target populations for 
1965. 
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Mr. MACMILLAN said the following table 
showed the estimated population of each new 
town at March 31, 1954, and the target popu- 
lation. It was expected that the latter figures 
would in most cases have been reached by 
or before 1965. bs 


Estimated populatian Ultimate 
New Town at March 31, 1954 Population 

Aycliffe ’ 4,750 10,000 
Basiidon 28,500 80,000 
Bracknell 6,500 25,000 
Corby ,500 40,000 
Crawley 19,150 50,000 
Cwmbran 15,500 35,000 
Harlow 17,000 80,000 
Hatfield 11,800 25,000 
Hemel Hempstead 32,200 60,000 
Peterlee 4,700 30,000 
Stevenage 13,700 60,000 
Welwyn Garden City 21,700 36,500 


HOUSE OF COMMONS FACILITIES 


On a Vote in connection with House of 
Commons accommodation, on July 22, Mr. 
CROOKSHANK, replying to questions for the 
Government, said he was attracted by the 
idea of more new rooms over the Star Court 
and he hoped it would be considered. The- 
installation of lighting and a lift in the 
Victoria Tower would make a lot of storage 
space available. He hoped the establishment 
of a House committee would be considered. 
He did not think annunciators in the public 
galleries, as had been suggested, would be 
practicable. 

The Vote was agreed to. 


LAND DRAINAGE PIPES 

On July 22, Mr. NaBarro asked the 
Minister of Agriculture, whether he would 
state the nature of the arrangements made 
by his department for priority supply by the 
London Brick Company of land drainage 
pipes; what agreement had been entered into; 
when it would expire; and on what date 
private agricultural contractors might re- 
sume purchase of land drainage pipes from 
the London Brick Company. 

Mr. G. R. H. NuGENT, Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, said there 
was no arrangement with this company for 
priority supply. Each quarter the Ministry 
gave the company advance notice of the 
numbers of the different sizes of pipes it 
wished to buy on behalf of county agricul- 
tural executive committees, and the com- 
mittees then put in their orders direct. He 
saw no reason for discontinuing this 
arrangement. 


HOSPITALS IN NEW TOWNS 


On July 22, Mr. Sparks asked the 
Minister of Health in which new towns new 
hospitals had been completed or were under 
construction; and what provision was being 
made for adequate hospital treatment in the 
remaining new towns. 

Mr. MACLEOD said it had not yet been 
possible to start the construction of any new 
hospitals in the new towns, and their need 
for hospital services was being met mean- 
while by the use of existing hospitals. 


CARLTON HOUSE TERRACE 

On July 22, Mr. Grimonp asked the 
Minister of Works when the reconstruction 
of Carlton House Terrace would start. 

Sir Davin Ecctes said that no decision 
had been reached. The matter would be 
reviewed again later in the year. 

Mr. GRIMOND asked whether the plans had 
been finally approved, and if so whether it 
was simply the expenditure that was delay- 
ing the matter. If not, what were the 
reasons, 

Str Davip Ecc Es said that the plans were 
about 50 per cent. completed. Certainly 
it was a question of finance when any build- 
ing could start. 
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Members of the Eastern Federation examining models of flat development at 
Corso Magenta, Milan. 


POST-WAR BUILDING IN MILAN 


Some Impressions of a Recent Visit 


By ROBERT W. PORTER, FCIS, ASAA, AIMTA 


(Director, Eastern Federation 


N the Eastern Federation’s official visit 
to Italy in May we chose Milan as the 
main centre for seeing something of Italian 
post-war building. We were fortunate in 
our choice not only for the representative 
work we saw but also for the warmth of 
the welcome from the president and mem- 
bers of the Milan Building Employers’ 
Association who arranged an_ interesting 
programme for us. 


WORKERS’ FLATS 

The biggest site we visited was in the Via 
Arara, where an extensive scheme of INA 
Casa (State-aided houses) was in progress. 
We inspected the lay-out plan which in- 
cluded shops, a school and plenty of open 
spaces, There were nine blocks of 5-storey 
flats, each 500 ft. long, providing in total 
900 flats with 3,800 rooms. (Rooms and 
not individual flats we found to be the usual 
method of calculating accommodation pro- 
vided.) The total area of the site was over 
80 acres and 1,200 men were employed, 400 
being lodged on or near the job. Adminis- 
trative control was by loud speaker and 
materials were checked through one central 
peint. Cement was stored in bulk and there 
were cement containers, provided by the 
suppliers, at strategic points. 

The form of construction was reinforced 
concrete frame with hollow clay blocks as 
external panels and floors. These blocks 
were “assembled” on the site, being rein- 
forced with } in. wire held in position by a 
rough fillet of mortar. Many strips of 
blocks joined in this way were left to set in 
the open and pot floors so constructed were 
spanning as much as 15 ft. The finished 
blocks of flats, however, looked more solid 
and attractive, the Italian talent for plaster- 
ing and roughcasting being brought into 
play. On this site external plastering was 
applied by compressed air. The main item 
of plant was the tower crane, and generally 


of Building Trades Employers) 


the site was a businesslike one. Our experi- 
ence here was common to every site—much 
of the workmanship was rough and stand- 
ards were generally lower than ours. 
Scaffolding without guard rails or toe boards 
certainly caused some head shaking, but the 
requirement of rush matting fixed to the 
scaffolding and completely enclosing the 
building won approval. Its purpose was to 
protect the public from falling material and, 
incidentally, the worker from climatic con- 
ditions. 

Despite the language problem we gleaned 
some information on labour conditions on 
this site. Labourers on bonused work were 
earning about 3s. 6d. per hour and crafts- 
men over 4s. 6d. On a straight run 100 
bricks per hour were being laid. The norma) 
working day was nine hours, but overtime 
of one to three hours daily was worked. 
The 54-day week was exceeded too, most 
men working on Saturday afternoon with 
some overtime on Sunday as well. Labour 
trouble on this site was negligible, since, 
although the unions might order a strike, the 
workers preferred not to lose good pay. 

As far as we could ascertain, these flats 
were costing £235 per room, including site 
works, and allowing for subsidy the rent. of 
a five-roomed flat worked out at approxi- 
mately 15s. per week. 


MIDDLE-CLASS FLATS 


In the Viale Omero we were able to see 
some attractive flats being built under the 
Tupini Act, which, by providing capital at a 
low rate of interest, encourages the purchase 
of flats built to a certain standard. There 
were four blocks with 63 flats in each block, 
the minimum being two-roomed flats and the 
maximum four-roomed. The _ superficial 
area of the largest flats was under 
1,000 sq. ft., the principal rooms being living- 
room (240) and three bedrooms (180, 150, 
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140). The flats were equipped with lifts, 
central heating and terrazzo. floors; lofty 
ceilings gave a welcome impression of coal- 
ness for the hot summer months. The 
usual ceiling height of 10 ft. was reduced 
by some 6 in. in these flats by a special 
municipal dispensation. : 

The form of construction was similar in 
principle to the workers’ flats, but the floor- 
ing, plastering and tiling were of a good 
standard. Second fixing seemed to be non- 
existent and all plumbing was prefabricated, 
internal and concealed. The tower crane 
was again in evidence! The elevation, as 
the photograph shows, was varied in appear- 
ance, but in addition to this, roughcast of 
white, buff and brick red with pale blue 
shutters showed up brightly in the Italian 
sun. Up to the first-floor level a facing of 
cheap marble (cipollino) had been used with 
good effect. 

The system of purchasing these flats is 
by means of an initial deposit and annual 
rent over 20 years at the end of which the 
flat passes into the ownership of the tenant. 
Calculations are by reference to square 
metres and the smallest flats require a deposit 
of £240 with annual payments of over £60. 
The payments for the largest flats are close 
on £500 deposit with 20 yearly payments of 
£125, 

LUXURY FLATS 


We gradually progressed up the social scale 
as our programme unfolded and our next 
visit was to the Corso Magenta development, 
which wil] remain in our memory for three 
reasons—the obvious efficiency of the enter- 
prise, the overwhelming hospitality of the 
contractor, Fratelli Romanoni, and the 
tremendous vitality of the managing direc- 
tor, Signor Romanoni, who only a few days 
before had fallen four storeys! 

The scope of the development will be 
appreciated from the photograph of some 
members of the party inspecting the model. 
The scheme was being financed by a large 
insurance company and in addition to offices, 
on the lower floors of the frontage on the 
main road, 102 flats with three to seven 
rooms were being built, 60 of those with two 





Workers’ flats in course of erection in 
the Via Arara,‘Milan. 
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FOR NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
IN METAL WINDOW DESIGN 
CONSULT 


HOPE'S 


pioneers since 1818 with the cup pivot, lok’d bar joint, 
cam opener, 2-point handle and friction hinge 


For the a Tropics 
HOPE’S LOUVRED WINDOW 


Hollow steel louvres, lined with insulating material, 
combat solar heat while admitting 100% ventilation. 
Pivoted and coupled for simultaneous operation to any degree of opening. 


HENRY HOPE & SONS LTD 


Smethwick, Birmingham & 17 Berners St., London, W.1 


MEMBER OF METAL WINDOW + MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
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GO i 
CROSS LAMERLE 
Oak or Beech-faced 
REGD Ly 
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~~) 
Sa 
Se 


Surface wear-layer of oak or 
beech. 


CROSS CENTRE- 
LAYER 


Cross centre-layer of notched 
boards of Swedish pine. 





BOTTOM-LAYER 
Bottom-layer of pine board 
with longitudinal direction 
of grain. 


FINISHED SIZE ¢approx.) 


3/6" x 54" — 1/13 ft, 
10/15% 2/11 ft. 
T & G ends matched. 


This flooring 
is NOT liable for Purchase Tax 


Write for details and samples to your 
nearest distributor 





DISTRIBUTORS : 





ENGLAND AND WALES 


William Evans & Co. (Manchester) Ltd., WIDNES. 
J. A. Hewetson & Co. Ltd., HULL. 
Reeves & Fox Eliott Ltd., PLYMOUTH. 


Denny, Mott & Dickson Ltd., CARDIFF. 
- Horsley Smith & Co. (Hayes) Ltd., HAYEs. 
J. T. Stanton & Co. Ltd., KING’S LYNN. 


SSUNIINIUINIIVTVLUIIULVUIVDLUUUUAVUVUVVIVUVIVUDVLVVOVUVLOUOUUVUOUTVUOUAUOUTVLTUUUTOE UU 


Beves & Co. Ltd., SHOREHAM-BY-SEA. 


' $COTLAND 


Brownlee & Co. Ltd., GLASGow. 
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bathrooms. The _ total 
value of the contract. was 
in the region of £7m. and 
the labour force of 130 
would later be built up 
to 250. The rents of the 
flats would be in the 
region of £90 per room 
per annum and 
apparently a shortage of 
tenants was not expected. 
The reinforced concrete 
frame structure was also 
employed on this project, 
the concrete being manu- 
factured below’ ground 
level and lifted by tower 
cranes for pouring at 
the rate of 170 cubic 
yards per 9-hour day. 

The next block of luxury flats on the list 
was on the Torre del Parco site. This tower- 
like building would eventually be 260 ft. 
high with only two flats on each of its 21 
floors. The foundations were 30 ft. deep. 
Unfortunately we could not persuade the 
architect to part with a set of photographs 
which he was jealously guarding for release 
at a future date. These flats of six and eight 
rooms each were also clearly in the luxury 
class, the view from the upper storeys being 
quite breathtaking. The tower crane which 
reached upwards with the development was 
built into the structure every fourth floor to 
prevent undue movement. On this site we 
met Dr. Ambrogio Gadola, one of the 
Italian delegates to the conference in London 
last year of the International Federation of 
Building and Public Works. 

Milanese building had something more 
striking to offer still! . Our last visit to flats 
took us to the 33-storey skyscraper, which, 
close on 400 ft. high, is the only building 
in Milan to overlook the statue of Our 
Lady on Milan Cathedral. The work was 
commenced in March, 1952, and the con- 
creting finished in August, 1953. It is expec- 
ted that the contract will be completed at 
the end of this year. The total value of 
the building contract alone will exceed £1m. 





The new Milan Central Fire Station in 
course of construction. 


Middle-class post-war flats in the Viale Omero, Milan. 
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There were two basement floors, seven 
floors of offices, 21 floors of two ten-roomed 
flats (of 3,000 sq. ft. each) and three floors 
of penthouses. In this block. as in others, 
we found that by installing lifts at an early 
stage of the work some of the transport 
problems were solved. A lift took us two- 
thirds of the way to the top and the climb 
which followed was well worth while. From 
the roof of this skyscraper, the highest in 
Europe, the view of Milan and the Lom- 
bardy plain was something we shall always 
remember. 

The project was being financed by a 
property investment company, and despite 
air conditioning and every modern amenity 
we wondered how many purchasers there 
would be at something between £25,000 and 
£30,000 per fiat! 


A NEW FIRE STATION 


To add a little variety we were taken to 
the site of the New Central Fire Station 
being built for the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs. In two respects, however, it was 
“the mixture as before ”—reinforced con- 
crete frames with hollow clay blocks and 
the tower crane! 

The main block was three storeys high— 
firemen’s flats on the first two floors with 
recreation rooms on top. Accommodation 
was being provided for 500 firemen and 60 
engines and the scheme included repair, 
electrical shops, and so on, as well as bays 
for the engines. On this site we were told 
that the success of their external rendering 
was largely due to application all in one 
day. Sufficient men were put on the job to 
complete each separate section at one time. 
Marble was prominent on the work and 
mosaic transfers were extensively used. 

This was one of our last visits in Milan, 
and before we moved on to Gardone and 
Venice we were entertained at a lavish recep- 
tion by the president and members of the 
Milan association, most of whom were meet- 
ing English builders for the first time. A 
return visit to England was promised and 
we expressed the. hope that these contacts 
would make their contribution to under- 
standing and good will between our two 
peoples. 


WIDE-SPAN BRIDGE 


It has now been decided to abandon the 
proposed suspension bridge between Runcorn 
and Widnes and to build a single-span 
bridge at an estimated cost of £1,720,000. It 
will take three years to complete the scheme, 
and the span of 1,100 ft. will be the biggest in 
Britain. The reason for abandoning the 
suspension bridge scheme followed wind 
tunnel tests on the model which showed that 
the close proximity of the railway bridge 
might cause dangerous currents of air. 
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LAW REPORT 


Architect's Claim for Fees on 
work with “Voluntary” Basis 
QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION. 
BEFORE LorD JusTICE Morris. 


ATHERTON v. WEMBLEY EVENTIDE 
HOMES, LTD. 
THE 


question whether an architect gave 

his services or acted professionally 
when assisting in a scheme for the provision 
of a home for old people, arranged by 
Wembley Eventide Homes, Ltd., of Harrow- 
road, Sudbury, Wembley, was decided by 
Lord Justice Morris, sitting as an additional 
judge of the Queen’s Bench Division on 
July 23. 

He dismissed a claim by Mr. Eric Sydney 
William Atherton, FRIBA, of St. John’s- 
road, Harrow, Middlesex, who sued 
Wembley Eventide Homes, Ltd., for £663 
for work done and services rendered. The 
defendants, a housing society registered 
under the Industrial and Provident Societies 
Act, denied liability, claiming that Mr. 
Atherton gave his services voluntarily. 

Mr. Atherton’s case was that in June, 1951, 
Mr. Leslie Downes, ARICS, partner in the 
firm of McGlashan and Co., High-road, 
Wembley, invited him to advise the Wembley 
Eventide Homes committee on the suitability 
of a house, “Priory Close,” Stanmore, 
Middlesex, for conversion into an old folks’ 
home. He agreed to do so, inspected the 
house in company with Mr. Downes and 
members of the committee, and later pro- 
vided a sketch plan for the project. 

In July, 1951, Mr. Eric Ebel, a building 
surveyor and chairman of the company’s 
building sub-committee, told him on the 
telephone that the sketch plan had been 
approved and asked him to “get on with 
the job and get in tenders.” From that 
moment he understood his voluntary work 
was completed and he continued in a pro- 
fessional capacity. It was not until March, 
1952, when he received a letter from Mr. 
Ronald Armitage, the company’s honorary 
secretary, that he knew he was regarded as 
the “honorary architect.” 

For the defendants it was submitted that 
Mr. Atherton started and continued his work 
in a voluntary capacity. Even if Mr. Ebel’s 
request for him to get on with the job 
tended to change that capacity, Mr. Ebel had 
no authority to contract for the company. 
Evidence was given for the defendants by 
Mr. Downes, Alderman Sydney George New- 
land, JP, of Kenton, Middlesex, chairman 
of the company’s management committee, 
Mr. Ebel and Mr. Armitage. P 

In his judgment, Lord Justice Morris said 
it was common ground that Mr. Atherton 
started his work on a voluntary basis and 
that later Mr. Ebel asked him to carry on 
with his work. His lordship did not think 
there was any invitation to do a limited 
amount of work or that Mr. Ebel’s request 
changed the nature of it. The claim failed. 

He added that Mr. Atherton began the 
work with very good motives in a voluntary 
capacity. It was likely that the work involved 
became greater than Mr. Atherton or the 
defendants thought. 

His lordship gave 
defendants, with costs. 


WIRE GOODS INQUIRY 


The Board of Trade inquiry on the 
marketing of imported wire goods, 
announced for August 19 and 20, has been 
postponed. A new date will be announced 
later. 


judgment for the 
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Housing Centre Conference 
REPAIRS AND RENTS BILL UNDER DISCUSSION 


HE main part of the annual conference 

of the Housing Centre which took place 

on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of last 
week at County Hall, London, was devoted 
to discussions of the policy for slum clear- 
ance and improvement of housing initiated 
by the Housing Repairs and Rents Bill. The 
conference was opened by Sir Davip ECCLEs, 
Minister of Works, and the first session was 
presided over by Mr. Paul S. Cadbury, CBE. 
In his opening remarks, Sir David referred 
to what he called a partnership of three— 
the local authorities, the central government 
and private enterprise. It had been proved 
over the last three years, he said, that if 
all three worked to the same end they pro- 
duced good results. His colleague, Mr. 
Macmillan, had probably more imagination 
than most Ministers. He was always ready 
to take a chance. Certainly he had chanced 
his arm with his present programme and he 
relied on the local authorities and the other 
organisations concerned with building to 
make that gamble come off. That was the 
reason why this conference was so important. 


Referring to the side of the Act which con- 
cerned the Ministry of Works, Sir David 
said it was his responsibility to see that the 
load on the building industry was in balance 
which was a very difficult thing to do. If 
there was too much work going on, costs 
became inflated and if there was too little 
work its results on the rhythm of production 
was immediately bad. He stressed the need 
to keep the forward programme in balance. 


We have reached a point, he said, where 
the housing drive had passed the 300,000, 
in fact in recent months approvals had been 
approaching 400,000. The position to-day 
was one where the building industry could 
be said to be satisfactorily employed. He 
thought builders would agree that competi- 
tion in tendering was stronger than it had 
ever been and this was a healthy sign. There 
was no reason why the expansion in the 
building industry’s output over the past 
three years should not continue. The addi- 
tion, in money terms, of building in 1953 
over 1952 was £150m. and it looked as 
though it would be the same this year. 


DIVIDING THE WORK 


On repairs and slum clearance Sir David 
said he had always been struck by the fact 
that in some industries one section made 
something and the other repaired it. He 
had been informed that that was so in the 
United States, and he could not help think- 
ing, as we moved towards greater mech- 
anisation and higher wages, whether there 
should not be twp sections in the building 
industry in this country. 

On conversion he said he did not know 
why the Acts were not used more. Possibly 
it was because the return on money laid 
out was not sufficient, but he did hope that 
this Act would give new impetus to 
conversion. 

There was no reason why the production 
of materials should not increase as it had 
done, he said, but one cloud on the horizon 
was the shortage of apprentices in certain 
crafts. This was one thing that worried him 
greatly. 

If we managed our own affairs efficiently, 
he concluded, there was no reason why those 
sections of the Act having a more human 
interest should not be carried out success- 
fully. 


A vote of thanks to Sir David Eccles was 
proposed by Mr. Reginald Stamp, chairman 
of the housing committee of the London 
County Council, and seconded by Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie. 


THE BLIGHTED AREAS 


(THE proportion of housing likely to be 
available for slum clearance was one of 
the subjects dealt with by Mr. D. W. RILEy, 
County Planning and Development Officer, 
Staffordshire County Council, when he pre- 
sented a paper entitled “Planning a Pro- 
gramme for the Blighted Areas,” at the first 
session of the conference. We take the 
following extracts from his remarks:— 

The concentration on slum clearance will 
to some extent be made possible by the 
reduction of local authority responsibilities 
for other housing which may be expected 
to follow the suggested increase in private 
building. This will help the local authority 
finances, and it may also be hoped that it 
will help to produce a better balance of types 
of development in the various localities. This 
is a general picture, however, and it may 
not be the same for all localities. There 
is a danger here that will need to be very 
carefully watched. Some areas are more 
attractive to private building than others, 
and they may tend to draw away the avail- 
able building resources from other districts 
where the need is great, and where it would 
also be an advantage to have more private 
building. This is already occurring in many 
areas, and it seems desirable that some steps 
should be taken, either through Government 
control of building allocations or through 
some form of planning control, to ensure 
that the increased private development in 
housing is guided towards the building up 
of a satisfactory balance in each locality. 
Otherwise this housing, instead of helping 
towards the implementation of the agreed 
development plans, may tend to spread out 
on to good agricultural land, while the 
relatively unattractive urban areas are left 
with too great a proportion of local authority 
housing. The purchase of sites by the 
authority in order tq make them available 
for private development is one way which 
has been suggested to meet this difficulty. 

There is another important point with 
regard to the disposition of building resources 
in carrying out any necessary redevelopment 
schemes. Many such schemes will be in 
areas which, however carefully redevelop- 
ment is carried out, will have an overspill 
problem. In such cases it seems that a 


reasonable disposition of resources would be 


for the rehousing of the balance of the per- 
sons. disturbed to be undertaken by the 
appropriate reception authorities, thus light- 
ening the burden on the overspilling authori- 
ties and making it possible for them to 
concentrate more of their own building effort 
on redevelopment schemes. Proposals on 
these lines are going forward under the 
Staffordshire Development Plan. . It seems, 
from preliminary discussions, to be a possi- 
bility that something like half the present 
building effort of Birmingham, whose 
redevelopment proposals are well known, 
may ultimately be taken over by reception 
authorities in the adjoining counties in this 
way. Experience has shown that concern 
with such a common effort in the public 
interest has led to the smoothing away of 
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many difficulties and a significant increase in 
co-operation and good will between the 
authorities concerned. This is a most help- 
ful indication. If development plans can be 
co-operatively implemented in this way, and 
agreed green belts maintained, it would 
almost seem that even the vexed problem of 
local government boundaries might also now 
come within reach of an amicable solution. 

Before leaving this question of the relation 
of slum clearance to the larger problem of 
housing generally, it may be of interest to 
consider briefly the probable extent of the 
total housing need for the whole country, 
although in present conditions any estimates 
used in such a consideration must be only 
approximate and subject to a wide range of 
possible error. 

The annual housing requirements for 
increase of population and for obsolescence 
may be taken roughly as 0.5 per cent. and 
1 per cent. of the existing supply of dwelli- 
ings. On this basis, and assuming 14,000,000 
as the approximate number of existing dwell- 
ings, it might be reasonable to look forward 
to the ultimate achievement of a steady pro- 
gramme of housing at the rate of something 
over 200,000 dwellings per year (70,000 for, 
population increase and 140,000 for obso- 
lescence). If, therefore, normal obsolescence 
is dealt with at the rate of 1 per cent. per 
year, a programme of this order would seem 
necessary merely to hold the line without 
making any progress to meet the present 
deficiency. Estimates of this deficiency vary, 
but it would probably not be safe to put it 
at less than 2,000,000 dwellings — say 
1,500,000 actual shortage and 500,000 for 
slum clearance. . 

If an annual rate of completion of 300.000 
new dwellings is set against what might per- 
haps be referred to as a “normal” annual 
requirement of 200,000, it leaves only about 
100,000 new dwellings per year to meet the 
estimated shortage of approximately 
2,000,000. These figures are admittedly very 
broad estimates, but they do tend to indicate 
again the importance of measures for the 
conservation of existing houses and for their 
more effective use, in order that as great a 
proportion as possible of the new building may 
be devoted to meeting the present shortage. 
It seems that only in this way can this short- 
age ibe dealt with in any period of time which 
might be regarded as reasonable by people 
urgently needing a house. 


CONCLUSION 


Indicating some important conditions for 
the success of a programme for the blighted 
areas, Mr. Riley concluded:— 

There is first the need for a careful survey 
by each local authority in order to determine 
accurately the number of houses which will 
have to be demolished. There is then the 
need to consider this problem in relation 
to the other housing commitments of the 
local authority having special regard to the 
probable reduction in the total of these com- 
mitments as a result of the revised emphasis 
in housing policy. On the basis of this 
information a ealistic programme is then 
necessary for each area, which will provide 
for its redevelopment to the greatest 
economic advantage in accordance with the 
general provisions of the Development Plan, 
and in co-operation with other interests. The 
housing effort should not be confined merely 
to the building of houses by the local 
authority but should be made along all the 
lines now suggested by the Ministry as a 
sort of combined operation. In areas having 
an overspill problem there should be full 
co-operation with reception authorities in 
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ROYAL BOARD 


PRODUCED IN SWEDEN 


tanding All Wood Fibre Hardboard 


Details from your usual Building Materials Supplier, or from the sole U.K. Agents 
SPENCER, Lock & Co., Ltp. 


5 Laurence Pountney Hill, London, E.C.4 + Telephone MINcing Lane 2050 (14 lines) 
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T DAYLIGHTING! 


Here is a new translucent 
building material for 
skylights, wall lights, 


panels and partitions 








UNDULITE is a translucent corrugated plastic sheeting 
reinforced with fibreglass for extra strength. 

It is rigid and durable enough to stand up to the severest 
weather, and completely shatterproof. 

UNDULITE is made in standard sized sheets to nest 
with standard pitches of other materials and it can be 
cut, sawn, drilled, clipped or even nailed with ordinary 
tools to suit individual requirements. 

Wherever there is a need for simple, inexpensive day- 
lighting in farms and factories, shops, warehouses, garages 
and office buildings, there is a place for UNDULITE. 
Write for a copy of our illustrated folder for details of 
sizes, prices, colours and uses. 


NDULITE 


made by Ashdowns 


SSHDOWNS LIMITED, ECCLESTON WORKS, SIT HELENS, LANCS. TELEPHONE: ST. HELENS 3206 
Ashdowns Limited is a subsidiary of Pilkington Brothers Limited 
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order that the burden may be shared more 
evenly. Finally, care should be taken to 
ensure that all development, including that 
carried out by private and other interests, 
takes place in the appropriate localities and 
contributes as fully as possible towards the 
realisation of the agreed plans for each area. 
Although the problem is a very great one, 
the complete solution of which may in some 
cases extend over a much longer period, it 
does seem that, given the conditions men- 
tioned, it is reasonable to hope that for 
most authorities it may be solved well within 
the period for which Development Plans 
have been drawn. 


Discussion 


In opening the discussion on Mr. Riley’s 
paper, Mr. W. G. Fiske, chairman of the 
town planning committee of the London 
County Council, said he thought the Bill 
would have a mixed reception. It should, 
however, be welcomed as it provided the 
opportunity to do something that badly 
needed doing. He spoke of the difficulties 
involved in the case of a large area of pro- 
perty some of which was in fairly good 
repair and some in bad repair. If local 
authorities were able to acquire large blocks 
of this property they could demolish the bad 
and modernise the others. If the Minister 
was to grant compulsory purchase orders for 
large blocks then the local authorities would 
be able to tackle the problem. With regard 
to the problem of overspill, he said the 
most earnest co-operation of the Minister 
was required. Many local authorities would 
find that it wasn’t possible to rehouse those 
displaced by such a slum clearance operation 
within their own boundary. On the question 
as to how much private enterprise was going 
to enter into this problem, Mr. Fiske said he 
agreed with Mr. Riley that it was essential. 


Miss J. E. ADBURGHAM (Housing Centre 
Committee) referred to what Mr. Riley had 
said about nobody liking controls and 
expressed the view that planning should not 
be looked upon in that light. With the new 
emphasis on preservation she hoped that 
greater use would be made of preservation 
orders so that buildings that expressed the 
cultural interest of the past could be saved. 


COUNCILLOR F. BAKER (Darlaston UDC) 
said he wondered if one of the most import- 
ant aspects had not been omitted—the 
question of obtaining the sanitary inspectors 
necessary for the implementation of the Act. 
Without the officials to put the Act into 
operation the whole thing became a farce. 


The slum problem of Coventry was a 
small one said Mr. D. E. PercivaL. They 
thought they would be able to get rid of 
all their slum problems in seven years, 
and were in a position to receive an overspill 
from other areas. They had the builders, the 
labourers and the materials but they found 
they had to cut down their building rate. 

Mrs. Myers (National Society of Child- 
ren’s Nurseries) made a plea to local authori- 
ties to construct playgrounds near blocks 
of flats so that children would have some- 
where to play without possibly causing a 
disturbance to other tenants. 

A delegate from Lancashire referred to the 
ceiling heights asked for in the new model 
by-laws and expressed the view that ceil- 
ings 7 ft. 6 in. high were unhealthy in an 
industrial area 

Replying to some of the points raised, 
Mr Ritey said planning authorities per- 
formed a useful social service by acting as 
a scapegoat for practically everything that 
went wrong. He agreed with Mrs. Myers 
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about the playgrounds but it brought up the 
whole question of flats versus houses. He 
thought that most people with families would 
rather live in houses. The question of ceil- 
ing heights called for in the new by-laws 
was a standard controversy. He thought the 
question was really one of proportion and 
he was of the opinion that if one had to have 
economies there was no need to have such 
lofty ceilings. 


METHODS OF SLUM 
CLEARANCE 


At the second session of the conference 

over which Sir John Wrigley, KBE, 
presided, a paper on ‘* Methods of Slum 
Clearance and House Improvement” was 
read by Mr. CoLin Brown, FRIBA, FRSanI, 
Chief Housing and Planning Inspector, 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government. 
Mr. Brown presented his paper under three 
headings: — background, objective and 
machinery. On the last he said: 

The first thing which faces all who operate 
an Act relating to the condition of houses 
is the issue of standards. If there were no 
standards, there would be no _ problem. 
Everybody lives somewhere if only under- 
neath the arches. But once a standard is set 
a problem is created and the extent of the 
problem is determined by that standard. It 
is reasonably straightforward to define a 
positive standard for a good house. The 
Standards of Fitness Sub-Committee of the 
Central Housing Advisory Committee did 
this in a report published in 1946 and the 
standard has been used in determining the 
conditions which should be satisfied by a 
house qualifying for an improvement grant. 

It is not so easy to define a minimum 
standard of fitness for human habitation. 
The existing law approached the task by re- 
ferring to unfitness by reason of disrepair 
and sanitary defects. The sanitary defects 
are defined and regard is had to the extent 
to which, by reason of the defects, the house 
falls short of the requirements of local bye- 
laws. Having become personally familiar 
with the working of the old machine in re- 
lation to clearance areas, I developed some- 
thing akin to an affection for it, and in its 
operation the standard of house which could 
properly be included in a clearance area 
had by 1939 become quite widely established. 
On the other hand it must be confessed that 
for general use, both under Part II as well 
as under Part III of the Housing Act, 1936, 
the old machine is very far from perfect and 
has been the subject of much criticism. 


THE NEW ACT 


For the purpose of determining unfitness 
for human habitation the new Act therefore 
dispenses with the old machine and provides 
a new and improved model. The items to 
be taken into account .in determining 
whether a house is unfit for human habita- 
tion are brought together and listed. Here 
they are: (a) repair; (b) stability; (c) freedom 
from damp; (d) natural lighting; (e) ventila- 
tion; (f) water supply; (g) drainage and sani- 
tary conveniences; and (h) facilities for 
storage, preparation and cooking of food 
and for the disposal of waste water. The 
items are comparable with those previously 
considered under the headings of disrepair 
and sanitary defects, but comparison with 
by-laws is no longer required. A house 
shall be deemed to be unfit if and only if 
it is.so far defective in one or more of the 
listed items that it is not reasonably suitable 
for occupation in that condition. 
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The new model will no doubt require some 
care in running in, but we hope it will pro- 
vide better and smoother action than wag 
experienced with the old machine. It should 
not, however, be forgotten that movement 
will begin along an uphill gradient, and upon 
the same road from which we were forced 
by the outbreak of war in 1939, and it will 
be expected that the type and character of 
houses included in future clearance areas 
will be much the same as those represented 
in the 1933-39 period. The definition has 
been varied, but the slum house remains 
much the same. It is important that this 
should be understood when preparing the 
estimate called for under Section 1 of the 
new Act, as well as when representing 
specific clearance areas. Those concerned 
with the area of any one local authority 
know far more about the condition of the 
houses in that area than could be known 
by an observer making an occasional visit, 
but an observer can know that the slum 
houses in the area of every local authority 
vary in degree. Some are worse than others, 
and I would urge that this difference should 
normally be the guide as to the order of 
representation, the worst being dealt with 
first. 

The starting up of the clearance area 
machinery remains unchanged. In_ the 
normal case an area includes only houses, 
with appurtenant outbuildings and curtilage, 
and on the map all are coloured pink. 
Buildings other than houses, and houses 
themselves may be included in a clearance 
area on the ground that by reason of bad 
arrangement or the narrowness or bad 
arrangement of the streets they are 
dangerous or injurious to the health of the 
inhabitants of the area. Property included 
on this basis must however be shown by 
the distinctive marking of pink hatched 
yellow. Once an area has been declared! 
it must be dealt with either by clearance 
order or by compulsory purchase order. If 
the former course is chosen any buildings 
included in the area as pink hatched yellow 
must be excluded from the clearance order. 
When the local authority decides to proceed 
by compulsory purchase order, lands sur- 
rounded by the area or adjoining lands, 
reasonably necessary for the satisfactory re- 
development of the cleared area may be 
added. On the map such lands are coloured 
grey. Compensation for pink hatched yellow 
property included in a compulsory purchase 
order is on the same basis as for grey land. 


FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 


There is little I can usefully say about 
the machinery which modifies that of the 
Housing Act, 1936, so as so enable some of 
the houses scheduled for demolition to be 
kept going. The new Act refers to such 
houses being rendered capable of providing 
accommodation of a standard which is ade- 
quate for the time being. This is something 
which has still to be worked out. What can 
be done will vary with differing houses, and 
the approach will in large measure be 
governed by financial considerations. The 
emphasis will be less on what can be done 
than upon what to leave undone. It will be 
a case of temporising, with the idea of any 
fundamental improvements ruled out from 
the start. The carrying out of the kind of 
work to be done is of a somewhat specialist 
character, and I would expect it to be best 
undertaken by builders whose business has 
been mainly on comparable property. 

Demolition may be deferred in the case 
of houses purchased by the local authority, 


and also of houses included in a clearance 
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order, provided in the latter case that the 
local authority obtain such tenancy rights 
as will ensure their full control until the time 
for demolition arrives. The local authority 
may. also grant a licence for the temporary 
occupation of houses made the subject of 
demolition or clearance orders before the 
commencement of the new Act, and may 
acquire individual houses, if necessary by 
compulsory purchase order, where but for 
this provision a demolition order would have 
been. required. 

Under the Housing Act, 1936, where there 
are objections against Part III Orders the 
holding of a public local inquiry is required. 
The new Act enables a local hearing to be 
held instead of a publicly billed inquiry. 
Notices setting out the principal grounds on 
which unfitness of’ a house is alleged are 
still required to be served upon objectors in 
advance of an inquiry or a hearing. The 
new Act makes some simplification in the 
process of serving notices relating to the 
making of orders under Part III of the prin- 
cipal. Act, and compulsory purchase orders 
relating to individual unfit houses, made 
under the new Act or under Section 16 of the 
principal Act. 

The cost of purchasing, and of patching 
houses till they reach their turn for demolli- 
tion is to be shared on an equal basis 
between the local authority and the Minister. 

Finally, let me make a brief comment on 
the machinery for the improvement or con- 
version of housing accommodation. Provi- 
sions for this are included in Part II of the 
Housing Act, 1949, and the purpose of the 
modifications embodied in the new Act is to 
make them more useful and attractive. The 
machine has been eased where necessary, 
and streamlined. Whereas a house after im- 
provement or- conversion was formerly re- 
quired to have an estimated further life of 
thirty years, a life of about half this period 
is now acceptable. The owner’s expendi- 
ture is not now limited but the maximum 
grant -shall not exceed £400. Reference has 
already been made to the inclusion of pro- 
fessional fees as an item of cost in improve- 
ment or conversion schemes, and the provi- 
sions governing the maximum rent after im- 
provement or conversion have been amended 
so as to provide owners with a reasonable 
return on their outlay. 


FURTHER. MODIFICATIONS 


Further modifications, which have been 
made by way of administration are set out 
in Circular 36/54, and include freedom to 
local authorities to approve improvement 
schemes without prior reference to. the 
Ministry’s principal regional officer; a re- 
vision of the requirements which an im- 
proved dwelling should satisfy; and a reduc- 
tion from £150 to £100 of the minimum ex- 
penditure on an improvement or conversion 
to qualify for grant. 

This brief review of the problems of slum 
clearance and of house improvement brings 
to the fore two aspects of what we refer to 
in broad terms as the housing problem. It 
has’ many facets and touches the lives of 
péople at every point. So long as we in this 
country continue to cherish the belief that 
péople matter, the problem of housing will 
remain: It is a perennial. What we to-day 
applaud, and what we deplore in the realm 
of housing, as in other spheres, is the result 
of what has been’ done or left undone in the 
past. The future holds the verdict on the 
activities of to-day but the responsibility can- 
not be’ shed, and in that responsibility every- 
one has a share, including central and local 
authorities, house owners and tenants. 
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Discussion 

In the discussion which followed, ALDER- 
MAN V. F. CROSTHWAITE (Liverpool City C.), 
said he was certain that nobody could dis- 
agree with the intentions behind the’ Bill. 
He thought it was a good Bill but it would 
only succeed if it had the goodwill of all 
concerned. It was up to all those present 
to implement it to the best of their ability. 
One possible danger he foresaw was that the 
houses that had been improved might re- 
main for many years beyond their new span 
of life. Owners having spent so much 
money on improvement might be tempted 
to make them stand as long as possible. He 
asked Mr. Brown what safeguards he would 
suggest local authorities might take against 
this sort of thing. 

Mr. Cyrit WALKER (late Director of 
Housing, LCC) said the Act gave the “ go 
ahead” to deal with the whole problem in 
all its facets. Its implementation depended 
on enthusiasm and the traditional British 
ability to “ make-do-and-mend.” It would 
enable a great number of people to be 
housed where they wanted to be—near their 
work and without having to pay heavy trans- 
port costs. If a proper onslaught could be 
made on these sub-standard houses much 
would be done to increase human: happiness. 


Mr. Max Lock said we were entering into 
a new era of the science and art of town 
planning. It seemed to him that we now had 
the opportunity of preserving the social 
pattern of our great towns and cities. What 
was required was a careful marrying together 
of new buildings with the old that we would 
like to retain. On the subject of conversion 
he said that he himself lived in an old house 
which had been converted and provided the 
structure of a building was sound it was a 
perfectly satisfactory proposition. He spoke 
of the need to achieve dignified design in 
the areas we wished to rehabilitate and made 
a strong plea to local authorities to let the 
architect have his head and to have at his 
side a sociologist so that the human side 
would be considered also. 

A delegate speaking as a representative of 
an authority whose problems were not very 
great said they had had a spate of circulars 
of one kind or another and what was really 
needed was a few short notes to say what 
they should do with the 40-odd houses that 
needed attention. 

Mr. J. P. Macey (Housing Manager, 
Birmingham City C.) spoke of Birmingham’s 
many problems, The objects of the Act 
were, he thought, thoroughly praiseworthy, 
but he was worried about the machinery for 
its implementation. In Birmingham they 
had many back-to-back houses built with 
internal courtyards. He wondered what 
would happen if houses on one side of the 
courtyard were considered to be in need of 
reconditioning while those on the other 
were not quite so bad. 

Mr. GILBERT JENKINS suggested that now 
there was a chance for a huge slum clear- 
ance programme the possibility of moving 
open spaces into the town, where they were 
most needed, should be considered. 

A delegate held the view that to de- 
requisition properties at this stage was 
wrong as it would retard the slum clearance 
programme. She thought that local authori- 
ties should be allowed to buy houses under 
requisition by being given a subsidy. 

CouNcILLor E.. W. Horton (Birmingham 
City C.) said he could not wholeheartedly 
applaud the Bill and thought there were 
more bad points than good. He had been 
very interested in the Ministry’s scheme 


* demonstrating the conversion of houses in 


July 30 1954 


Hollies-street, off Oxford-street, but he said 
if they, in Birmingham, had houses like 
those prior to conversion they would be 
regarded as good class homes. 

He did not think that the proposals for 
slum clearance outlined in the Bill were the 
way to deal with the problem. What was 
needed was the power to compulsorily pur- 
chase large blocks of property. 

Mr. CoLin Brown, in replying to some of 
the questions raised, said that there seemed 
to be some confusion between patching and 
reconditioning. When a house had quali- 
fied for an improvement grant the result was 
supposed to be almost as good as new. if 
a house was only to be patched he could 
see no reason why it should not be 
demolished as soon as the opportunity 
arose. 

He was surprised that the two delegates 
from Birmingham were a little critical. They 
quarrelled with the machinery of the new 
Act and would have liked to have seen 
something on the lines of the 1944 Act, 
It was important to remember, he said, that 
when taking away from someone something 
they considered to be valuable, they must be 
offered the chance to defend themselves. 

Now was not the time to argue what might 
have been. The machine had been put 
before us and it was impertant that we 
should try to make it work. 

A vote of thanks to Mr. Brown was pro- 
posed by Lady Railing (Housing Centre 
Committee). 


Social Problems of Slum Clearance 


At the third session of the conference, 
Mr. J. L. Drewery, FALPA, FIHsg., 
MRIPHH, housing manager, South Shields 
County Borough, read a paper entitled 
‘“* Management and Social Problems of Slum 
Clearance.” The Right Rev. the Bishop of 
Kingston-upon-Thames was in the chair. 


gh The paper and discussion at the fourth session 
will be reported next week.—Ep. 


“ WHITHER BUILDING ?” 


Papers at Bournemouth Conference 


Some 80 representatives of occupations 
connected with building attended a con- 
ference held at Bournemouth on June 12 last. 
There were four papers on changes in design, 
materials and processes, their effects on 
craftsmanship, and consequences for tech- 
nical colleges. 

Bournemouth Education Committee co- 
operated with the Southern Regional Council 
for Further Education in arrangements for 
the course, which was opened by Ald. F. B. 
Summerbee, chairman of the Bournemouth 
Education Committee. 

Chairman for the morning session was Mr. 
W. S. Jones; MIOB, president of the 
Southern Counties Federation of Building 
Trades Employers, and the two speakers in 
this session were Sir Thomas Bennett, 
KBE, FRIBA, on “ Architectural Design, 
Building and Training,” and Mr, Stanley 
Meyrick, ARIBA, of the Building Research 
Station, on “ Materials and Processes.” 

In the afternoon the chairman was Sir 
Luke Fawcett, OBE, and the speakers were 
Mr. Norman Longley, CBE, MIOB, hon. 
treasurer and past-president, NFBTE, on 
“ Building Productivity,” and Mr. William J. 


Martin, national organiser of the Amalga- - 


mated Society of Woodworkers, on “An 
Operative’s Point of View.” 

A report on this course is now available, 
and a limited number of copies can be 
obtained from the Secretary of the Southern 
Regional Council for Further Education, 22, 
The Forbury, Reading, Berks. 
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YOU TOO—CAN TRY IT FREE 


DO YOU BELIEVE ALL YOU 
READ IN ADVERTISEMENTS ? 


F. W. MA ssON We must admit that we are sometimes 
° sceptical of daims made and, just in 
Builder ae case this applies with you, we have 
ROAD; HARPENDEN Te ey decided to offer free testing samples 
1 wooD END 1954 of Febmix Admix. 

Ps/2. 23rd June, Rar ; 
your Ret.: AGE/ In making this offer we give you the 
our Ret.: FWMI/JPM. opportunity of checking the claims 
we make of the action in use of 

ear Sit, the free sample Febmix Admix. 
1 beg to thank you oe: ” gent to me on IT 


“febmix Admix 9° 


the 3rd inst. «son you that 1 na¥® REDUCES MATERIAL COST 
am pleased 10 "aim it to be, INCREASES LABOUR OUTPUT 


all you © 
uct to be to increase AND 
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ge number of bricks laid. IMPROVES QUALITY OF WORK 


arrange to 
our earliest 


found this prod 
and, with its use, 
by 25% the avere 


. se 
4 fi ve gallons 
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send me @ furthe 


ience. , 
convenienc ry kind attention 


: for your ve 
Thanking you ; 
Y ‘ours faithfully, 


pp. F. W.- Masson. 





Mr. MASSON, who sent the unsolicited testimonial that we reproduce 
here, increased his output of Brickwork 25% by using FEBMIX ADMIX. 


Maybe you can do the same! 





On receipt of your application on headed notepaper a FREE SAMPLE of 
FEBMIX ADMIX, sufficient for treating two cwts. of cement, will be sent 
to you carriage paid. 








for making 





FEBMIX ADMIX Sum 
MASONRY MORTAR 


(GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. ) 
TUDOR PARADE, LONDON ROAD, HOUNSLOW, MIDDX. Phone : HOU 0082 
ALBANY ROAD, CHORLTON-CUM-HARDY, MANCHESTER Phone: Choriton 1063 





Write for free 
sample today 
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Pp PRE-CAST 
concert FLOORS 


For information, particulars, a technical handbook, or 
to arrange a personal meeting, please write or telephone 
our nearest Licensee :— 


RAPID FLOORS (WESSEX) LIMITED wes of Bngiana) 


17, GEORGE STREET, BATH "PHONE: BATH 3534 


JOHN ELLIS & SONS LIMITED (North midtana:) 


21, NEW WALK, LEICESTER "PHONE: LEICESTER 56682 


KINGSTON CONCRETE PRODUCTS LIMITED (north of Engiana) 


RYDE AVENUE, HULL *PHONE: CENTRAL 8414 
(Pte. Beh. Exch.) 


TARMAC LIMITED, VINCULUM DEPT. (wes Midlands, also Sussex and Hants) 


ETTINGSHALL, WOLVERHAMPTO) *PHONE: BILSTON 41101 


WOOLAWAY CONSTRUCTIONS LIMITED (souk wates) 


LANELAY WORKS, PONTYCLUN, GLAMORGAN "PHONE: PONTYCLUN 356 


PRICE & COMPANY (GLASGOW) LIMITED (seotianay 


INCHINNAN ROAD, RENFREW "PHONE: RENFREW 2242/3 


THE RAPID FLOOR COMPANY L® 


Telephone HOLBORN 3274-5 
AFRICA HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON WC2 
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THE BUILDER 


TOWN PLANNING DECISIONS 


Redevelopment with Houses on Hendon 
Bombed Site 


[HE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government has allowed the appeal of 
the Snowley Property Co., Ltd., against the 
refusal of Hendon BC, acting on behalf of 
Middlesex CC, to permit the erection of 
houses on land formerly the site of Nos. 
23-53, Borthwick-road, and Nos. 36-54, 
Ravenstone-road, Hendon. 


In September, 1953, application was made 
to Hendon BC for permission to develop the 
site previously occupied by the above- 
mentioned dwellings, and to erect 26 houses 
thereon. This application was rejected on 
the grounds that (1) the proposed develop- 
ment would prejudice the redevelopment of 
the area as a whole, and (2) that the proposed 
density was excessive. The appellants con- 
tended that ground (1) was unreasonable 
because, according to the information then 
available, no plans had been prepared by the 
local authority for the redevelopment of the 
area, and therefore the development the 
appellants proposed could not be prejudicial 
to something which did not exist. The 
second ground of objection was contested as 
being unreasonable in so far as the proposed 
development represented infilling after 
demolition by enemy action. So far as the 
question of density was concerned, the 
appellants said that at all times they were 
prepared to meet the local authority on this 
point if some lead had been forthcoming. 

In the course of his decision, the Minister 
stated that the appeal site of about three- 
quarters of an acre was in a derelict con- 
dition and was part of a larger area which 
had been cleared after destruction of the 
houses on it by enemy action. On part of 
the cleared land adjoining the appeal site the 
Borough Council had erected temporary 
prefabricated bungalows. The surviving 
pre-war development in the area consisted of 
terraced properties, mostly two-storeyed, and 
many in multiple occupation. Despite the 
somewhat drab appearance of the neighbour- 
hood, few of the houses were in a bad state 
of repair. The appellants said they wanted 
to provide houses for sale at not more than 
£2,000 each and would start building at once. 
There was a demand for these houses, and 
they would in no way be inconsistent with 
the existing users in the locality. The 
Council opposed the proposed development 
on the grounds that it would prejudice the 
proper redevelopment of the West Hendon 
area, which would probably take place in 15 
to 20 years. While there was so far no over- 
all plan of redevelopment for the area, and 
while the Borough Council were not 
prohibiting the use of the appeal site, the 
proposed layout could not be approved. 
There were many faults to be remedied in 
the submitted layout, they said, and it was 
essential that the appeal land should be 
developed only as part of a larger scheme. 

The Minister was of the opinion that the 
appellants’ proposals did not constitute per- 
mitted development under Class XI of the 
first schedule to the General Development 
Order, 1950, and that planning permission 
was therefore required. He noted that the 
Borough Council had not yet prepared a re- 
development plan for the area as a whole 
and in any case did not expect to be in a 
position to put it into effect for a period 
of 15 to 20 years. They had made no sug- 
gestion as to how the land should be put 
to use in the interim and had taken no 
steps to prohibit the reinstatement of the 


war-destroyed dwellings which stood on the 
site. In these circumstances the Minister 
could find no sufficient justification for with- 
holding permission for the immediate 
development of the site by the appellants. 
He agreed with the Council, however, that 
the proposed density was undesirably high 
and in this connection he noted that the 
appellants had offered to adjust their pro- 
posals to conform to the requirements of the 
Borough Council. He had _ accordingly 
decided to allow the appeal to the extent that 
he granted permission for the erection of 
dwelling-houses on the land, subject to the 
condition that number, siting, design and 
externa] appearance of the buildings should 
be as might be agreed with the local plan- 
ning authority or, in default of agreement, 
as should be determined by the Minister. 


Appeal Allowed Against Council's 
Condition 


A N appeal against a condition imposed by 

- Orpington UDC, in granting planning 
permission for the erection of a detached 
house and garage at Hazel-grove, Farn- 
borough, has been allowed by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government. The 
condition specified that the proposed half- 
timbering on the gable of the building was 
to be “structural.” 

The Minister stated that he had some 
sympathy with the Council’s views, but did 
not think that strong objection could be 
raised to the appellant’s proposed method of 
timbering, at any rate if the rendering of 
the panels between the oak members was 
finished flush with the face of those mem- 
bers. He therefore allowed the appeal to 
the extent that he discharged the condition 
mentioned. 


Minister Refuses to Allow Stoneleigh 
Advertisement Hoarding 


MPHE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government has dismissed an appeal 
against the refusal of the Epsom and Ewell 
UDC, to allow the display of an advertise- 
ment hoarding measuring 24 ft. by 12 ft., at 
59, The Broadway, Stoneleigh. 

In giving his decision, the Minister ob- 
serves that the hoarding was proposed to be 
fixed to an exposed party wall at the end of 
a pleasant parade of modern shops, which 
remained to be completed. The Broadway 
also had several similar parades of shops, 
with two-storey residential accommodation 
over, and some were provided with service 
roads separated from the main road by 
trees and beds of flowers. 

An advertisement board erected on the 
appeal site, overlooking vacant land, would 
be prominently in view along “this very 


_pleasant road” and for that reason he con- 


sidered that, although the locality was com- 
mercial in character, the proposed display 
would be prejudicial to amenity. 


Flashing Lamps Banned on Cambridge 
Restaurant 

TPHE refusal of Cambridge City Council 

to permit the continued display of one 

row of 15-watt coloured pigmy lamps at a 

restaurant in Regent-street, Cambridge, has 

been upheld by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government on appeal. 

The flashing coloured lamps, stated the 

Minister, had been fixed on the fascia of 

the restaurant, situated in one of the main 
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streets of Cambridge. The locality was 
commercial in character, but the main 
entrance to Downing College was almost 
opposite the restaurant, and the proximity 
of the university buildifigs added dignity to 
the street. In the Minister’s view, the dis- 
play of these coloured lights was out of 
keeping with the general character of the 
street, and for this reason was prejudicial to 
amenity. The Minister accordingly dis- 
missed the appeal. 


Rhyl Amusement Park: Minister 
Allows “ Big Wheel” to Remain on 
Present Site 


ME. and Mrs. Arthur Twigdon, joint 
o owners of Foryd Amusement Park, 
West-parade, Rhyl, successfully appealed to 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment against the refusal of Rhyl UDC, 
acting on behalf of ‘Flintshire CC, to allow 
the retention on its present site of the amuse- 
ment device known as “The Big Wheel,” 
following a public inquiry at Rhyl on April 
29, before Mr. S. Trevor Roberts, an In- 
spector appointed by the Minister. 


The Council had refused to allow the 
Wheel to remain in its present position, 
where it had operated for the past four 
seasons, because it was in front of the build- 
ing line required for West-parade and was 
prejudicial to the amenities of the parade. 
The appellants contended that there was 
no building line at that part of West-parade; 
that the Council’s suggestion that the Wheel 
should be set back 40 ft. from its present 
position was not consistent with their argu- 
ment that it was injurious to the amenities; 
and that the bulk of responsible opinion 
in Rhyl was in favour of the Wheel being 
retained where it already was. The 
appellants further contended through their 
counsel, Mr. R. H. Bingham, that the erec- 
tion of the Wheel did not constitute develop- 
ment, and alternatively, that if development 
was in fact involved it was a case where 
permission ought to be granted. The Wheel 
was in the amusement park area of Rhyl and 
was illuminated at night with 950 electric 
light bulbs, which took the form of a revolv- 
ing star 48 ft. in diameter. It was no 
exaggeration to say that the Wheel was a 
very fine sight at night, and a welcome 
addition to any scheme of illuminations. 


No one in the country, submitted Mr. 
Bingham, had ever previously suggested that 
planning permission was required for the 
type of erection which was the subject of 
the present appeal. It had not been the 
practice for local authorities to exercise such 
control, and it had been tacitly assumed that 
this type of erection was something outside 
the orbit of planning control. If a new 
practice was going to be introduced it should 
not, in his submission, be at the expense 
of established erections such as the Big 
Wheel. 


The Minister allowed the appeal. In the 
course of his decision he noted that the Big 
Wheel served in part as an indication of the 
presence of a fairground and that it was 
erected in an amusement park on a part 
of the promenade which was given over to 
that kind of use. He considered that the de- 
vice was in keeping with its surroundings, and 
added something to the holiday atmosphere 
of the promenade. He could not see that 
there would be any advantage in setting back 
the device further from. the edge of the~ 
promenade, and he therefore decided that 
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he could not support the Council’s action 
in refusing permission for the retention of 
the device on its present site. 


A Leamington Inquiry 


(THE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government has allowed the appeal of 
the Leamington BC and Mr. Arthur Pratt, 
builder, against a proposal by Worcestershire 
County Council to erect a fire brigade head- 
quarters, fire station and firemen’s dwellings 
on a site in Lillington- road, Leamington 
Spa. The Minister has also confirmed that 
the site be used for the erection of residential 
houses. In communicating his decision, the 
Minister states that, while it might well be 
the case that the site in question is operation- 
ally the best of the sites considered for a fire 
station, it was not contended by the County 
Council that it was the only site which would 
be operationally suitable. The Minister 
added that the site is excellently situated for 
the erection of good-class houses and that 
the erection of a fire station would have an 
adverse effect on the neighbourhood’s 
amenities. The Minister, therefore, allows 
the appeal of Mr. Pratt to the extent that 
he permits the use of the site for the erection 
of dwelling-houses subject to the condi- 
tions that its layout and the detailed siting, 
design and external appearance of the build- 
ings shall be as agreed between Mr. Pratt 
and the Borough of Royal Leamington Spa 
or, failing agreement, as shall be determined 
by the Minister. 


Coal Under Arbury Hall Not to be 
Worked 


MPHE Minister of Housing and Local 

Government, after consulting the Minis- 
ter of Fuel and Power, has decided that coal 
shall not be worked under about 36 acres of 
land in the centre of which stands Arbury 
Hall, Nuneaton, a building which is listed 
as being of special architectural and historic 
interest. The Minister’s decision follows a 
local inquiry held at Nuneaton in January, at 
which the National Coal Board sought per- 
mission to work two out of four seams in a 
pillar of coal underlying the land. 

In a statement read at the inquiry, Arbury 
Hall was described by the Minister’s 
Advisory Committee on Buildings of Special 
Architectural and Historic Interest as the 
finest and most complete example of 
eighteenth-century Gothic decoration in the 
country, its most notable element being the 
vaulted ceilings with elaborate plaster ribs 
and tracery. 


DIRECT LABOUR OUTBID 


Private Firms’ Lower Tenders 


LAST year, the Rowley Regis Council 

set up its own building department. On 
July 22, members were shocked by some of 
the results reported to them. In one case, 
it was said, five private builders had sub- 
mitted lower tenders than the council’s own 
building department. 

Ten months ago, a tender was approved 
for the erection by direct labour of 64 houses 
on the Brickhouse Farm Estate. CounciL- 
LoR R. Hit claimed that not a single brick 
had yet been laid. “We have only just 
settled how much extra we shall have to pay 
for the foundation rafts,” he said. .“‘ This is 
an appalling situation. The council would 
not have tolerated this if it had been a pri- 
vate enterprise undertaking. We can’t have 
this delay. The 2,000 people on our housing 
list are not concerned with who builds the 
houses—all they worry about is getting one.” 


THE BUILDER 


He also condemned the building department 
for its tender for the erection of 98 houses 
on Corngreaves Estate, and claimed: “ Five 
private firms all submitted lower tenders 
than the department.” 

Several members jumped to their feet and 
declared “That’s not true!” But the Town 
Clerk, Mr. R. HEGAN, after consulting his 
papers, confirmed that the council’s tender 
had been sixth in the list. ‘* When the de- 
partment was set up it was thought we 
should have no difficulty in building cheaper 
houses—resulting in lower rents—because 
we were not going to make a profit,” said 
COUNCILLOR HILL. “ Yet we obviously cannot 
compete with private enterprise. Some- 
thing is radically wrong with the department. 
We must find out just what it is, and why 
our tenders are so high.” 

Replying, COUNCILLOR JACK SPITTLE, vice- 
chairman of the house building committee, 
said the tender accepted—a private one— 
“was remarkably low—it astounded all the 
officials concerned.” He admitted that the 
department was having trouble in obtaining 
labour. “We are in the same position as 
small firms. We just can’t compete with the 
large contractors who are exploiting the 
position made by the Ministry to extend pri- 
vate building,” he said. “ We are returning 
to the position when builders will direct all 
their energies to erecting public houses, 
swimming baths and mansions, because they 
are more profitable. They will soon be 
ignoring small houses.” 


East Ham Scheme 


East HAM Town Councit has been con- 
sidering setting up a direct labour depart- 
ment, and has instructed the town clerk to 
submit a report on its potential organisation, 
establishment and cost, either as a separate 
entity or under the control of the borough 
engineer. 

Blyth Inquiry 

BLYTH (NORTHUMBERLAND) COUNCIL have 
appointed a committee of inquiry to investi- 
gate the detailed costs of building by direct 
labour, and if the findings compare unfavour- 
ably with private enterprise, direct labour 
methods may be abandoned. This follows 
a report to the Council on the excessive costs 
of the system by the Housing Committee 
chairman. Some houses are alleged to. be 
costing well over £2,000 each, and costs to 
be inflated by workmen’s claims under the 
corporation’s sickness benefit scheme. 


READY-MIXED MORTAR 
Mr. Marples Opens New Plant 


Mr. ERNEST MaArpPLES, Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government, speaking at Knowle, 
Warwickshire, on July 21, gave a warning 
to the building industry that if it was not 
careful it would “ price itself out of a job.” 
Mr. Marples was speaking at a luncheon 
after he had opened at Packington Lane, 
Meriden, the first plant in the Midlands for 
mass production (at the rate of 1,000 tons 
a day) of ready-mixed mortar. 

He invited the proprietors of the plant, 
Lime-Sand Mortar, Ltd., to submit evidence 
to the Building Research Station that their 
method was cheaper than the usual hand- 
mixing on site, and said that he would give 
it the widest publicity in the interests of 
higher efficiency in the building trade. 

Mr. Marples said he believed the produc- 
tion of ready-mixed mortar—a Continental 
idea which the company brought to Britain 
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in 1939—would give greater quality control 
over a vital ingredient in building. Its second 
advantage was likely to be its cost. “ The 
building industry is going to face a crisis in 
the future,” Mr. Marples said, adding, “I 
think that the cost of all building will in- 
crease when compared with the cost of mass. 
produced articles.” 

The new plant is the sixth that the com- 
pany has opened. It is designed to serve 
Birmingham and Coventry. The plant has 
been sited at a sand quarry operated by the 
Midland Gravel Co., Ltd. The lime used is 
of the high calcium Buxton variety. 


FIRE HAZARDS OF CEDAR 
SHINGLES 


Findings of Official Investigation 


(THE July issue of the “FPA Journal,” 

the quarterly organ of the Fire Protec- 
tion Association, describes an investigation 
conducted by the Joint Fire Research Organ- 
isation, DSIR, into the fire hazards of 
Western red cedar shingles related to the 
climatic conditions of this country. 

The report states that the investigations 
described appear to have provided answers. 
to a number of questions which are repro- 
duced below together with the conclusions 
drawn:— 

(i) Can a cedar shingle roof be ignited 

by a small source of ignition, such as 
a fragment of burning timber? 

It is unlikely under still air con- 
ditions that even quite a large burning 
brand will ignite, and cause a spread- 
ing fire, on a roof of cedar shingle 
unless it is receiving heat from some 
other source. 

(ii) If a roof became ignited locally, under 
what conditions would it continue to 
burn: (a) over the surface, (b) through 
its thickness. 

In still air, even a small draught 
can cause a spreading fire on a shingle 
roof that is receiving not less than 
20 B.Th.U. per sq. ft. per min. Radia- 
tion of this intensity could be experi- 
enced at a point 37 ft. from a burning 
area 10 ft. square if this were radia- 
ting at a temperature of 1000 deg. C. 

The probability of fire penetrating 

the roof is increased in the presence 
of a wind, and would be substantial 
at wind velocities higher than about 
5 mph. 
When involved in a fire, would a cedar 
shingle roof disintegrate in such a 
manner that sparks and _ burning 
brands would be distributed over a 
wide area, thereby endangering neigh- 
bouring property? 

Though recorded experience in this: 
country is limited to the results of one 
actual fire, and a single experiment 
involving a shingle roof, it leaves no 
doubt that fires in shingle roofs are 
capable of distributing brands over a 
wide area. 

The results of the investigation lend strong 
support, the article concludes, to the recom- 
mendation of the Fire Grading of Buildings 
Committee that shingles should be restricted’ 
to isolated buildings. 


iD 


DUTY-FREE ENTRY OF MACHINERY 


The Wilson Smith Committee set up by 
the Board of Trade to consider and report 
on the duty-free entry of machinery into the 
UK has now issued its report. Copies from 
the Stationery Office, price 1s. 3d. 
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Fibreglass Limited, Ravenhead, Si. Helens, Lancs. (St. Helens 4224) 
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How were they built ? 


It’s always been a bit of a puzzle and we 
can only guess how long it took or how 
much it cost to build the Pyramids. But 
the Egyptians used slave labour anyway, 
So it doesn’t really count. Today you have 
to pay all along the line: labour, time, 
materials and everything, so any ideas on 
saving ‘are. very welcome. When it comes 
to scaffolding there’s a very simple way 
to cut costs and that’s by using the 
fabricated NO-BOLT Double Coupler. 
It’s strong and makes the safest, most 
secure method of joining scaffolding tubes 
yet thought of., And you don’t need to be 
a Nubian slave to fix it, nor do you need 
spanners, nuts or bolts; a mere tap with a 
hammer is all that’s required. Releasing 
it is just as easy. It’s fastened by nothing 

more complicated 

than a wedge—an 


FABRICATED idea that’s as old as 


' : the Nile, in a setting 
a -BO T as modern as 
tomorrow. 


DOUBLE COUPLER 
TYPE siden 
S- F+W 
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Does the cistern you specify have 
a ‘Kingfisher’ syphon mechanism? 
Supplied also with It’s a matter well worth looking 
CAPTIVE WEDGES into. The ‘Kingfisher’ is made of 


which cannot be lost. 
Quick delivery ex- polythene—non-corroding, rustless, 


tock and ‘an efficient " x 
pies tam gu vations mane non-ageing. It flushes first time, 


every time, in discreet silence. 


There is a ‘ Kingfisher’ 
syphon mechanism (patent 
pending) for every size and 
Demonstrations arranged make of flat-bottom cistern. 
to prove that with the ae cesta for See it 

a ‘ immediate delivery. See it at 
fo me | dae -” The Building Centre, London 


be erected at less cost. 

P Five times the work for 
* the same labour cost— 

an 80% saving—is typical 


BRITISH BUILDING & ENGINEERING APPLIANCES LTD, } ox or ssn rroovrs rox—owsos 


. SHIRES & CO. (LONDON) LTD., GREENBOTTOM WORKS, GUISELEY, YORKS 
63-65 London Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire. Tel. : Sandy 104 (FACTORIES ALSO AT LONDON AND STOKE) 


SHIRES (IRELAND) LTD., STANNAWAY DRIVE, CRUMLIN, DUBLIN 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


7 information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants, 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 
Pit Ball a PS qi 
it Ballast oe aes aaa aa eee — r yd. 1 
Pit Sand xe pen 2 ae ie wari 3. 3.°8 
Washed Sand .- eee ik 5 a ae 
Zin. Shingle... ae pa 100 
Zin. Broken Brick ... mn ig’ -3 
Pan Breeze... wis _ ym 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag “Aggregate ace .. per ton al ee 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site = 416 6 
1 to 6tons, site .. a $3.6 
Ferrocrete Rapid Hardening Cement i in 6-ton loads 
and upwards to site * 5 4 6 
1 to 6 ton do. site . sa $13 °6 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ae * 618 0 
Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 7. 9d. - ton. 


White a Cement sl ‘~ 1217 0 
Under 1 t per cwt. 15 4 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards perton 6 9 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up ‘ a 1409 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton — at Railway Depot, 
London oe dae PR io 6 2 3 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... ann $ee “a0 -. perl,000 11 O 
Second Hard Stocks . aes ae age exe ~ 10 4 6 
Mild Stocks... a 8 13 
All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 
2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. - 
District Commons ... ase 3 ea “ a 513 0 
Cellular COs os er “ae pn xa pa 513 0 
Keyed 7 SR Enter oe 515 0 
Rustics x de ee nae ae eae a 618 0 
Cellular Rustics ... ace ses a0 ead mi 618 0 
Single Bullnose do. oat me wee goa ‘ 6 13 0 
Sandfaced ... = lea ne 713 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) a Ss 24 14 6 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) <a mad a 25 8 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . one és me 2 FT 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) es aA pa 10 3 0 
Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) _ .. a 9.1 6 
23 in. Best — Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) ” 24 6 0 
3 in. do. (London Stations) .. bi 3 
2% in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London Sites) « 3 42..¢ 
a od Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London 
tes) 3 iF @ 
2 in “Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London ws 
tes) ” 1470 
2ji in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) a 1470 
2} in. Surrey Clamp ‘Burnt Malti ‘Stock Facings 
(London Sites) Peli Pa 13 60 








£84 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) .- perl000 14 4 6 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), White, ®, Ivory, “Brown— 
Stretchers ‘ re 64400 
Headers. E & a ia 63 0 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and + in. Flats” we 5 ea 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... fe i a“ ae re 85 0 0 
Double Headers... a ‘i am nf 77 10 0 
One side and twoends _... Pm as as a 87 0 0 
Two sides and oneend .... ae ay ake 7 89 10 0 
Splays and Squints <a a 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 74% for Best quality and 
plus 74% less 10% for Second quality 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLtow CLAy PARTITION BLocks (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
ya ve .. 140 yds. jaa ... per yd. sup. 4 3 
ae “aaa pa 4 6 
Seiten v “igs fal .- 120 yds. aaa Se na 5 0 
4 in. (6 cavity) ns. Se ad daa ue 6 7 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE. 
aes, sex “aa .- 100 yds. oe aad = 24 
Wis ks ke, ee ie x 42 
Si vce aaa wo” eee aa sii a 3.0 
ya pie ww. 55 yds. as oa a 6 2 
CRANHAM 
Sie = sci a ae = a ide pos Pp 6 5 
ps Eee pie oa ae ae pi oa pe a 3 
" - NE nee ae ais pe te eae pe 8 3 
re mia pon <a +i 10 2 
at ia. Load bearing quality ... do dae As ‘a ll 2 


FLoor BLOcKs 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. ne 12 in. ee in full 


lorry-loads ... per 1,000 31 10 0 
4 in. Cie. “cs a oes. a ses ded a 3413 O 
5 in. ae eo Bf. ane aaa aah a @..7 -S 
6 in. Ge) as Sea aa sae ad AM we 46 16 0 
7 in. ae as sea “ee = aad a 4 61¢0 
8 in. do. a Ass waa a 61 15 0 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Over 2tons under 2 tons ior 2 tons 
7 


¥4 +974% lo 
+10% +673% +10% +978% tio +107 % 
+3745 + 81 ER +3744 +1018, $ 


Best Quality 
B.S.S. Best do. 
Tested Quality 


B.S.S. Tested do. +4738%4+678% +474%4+974% +4727 of 10787 
3 in. Land ‘ee sau as 12 in. mera. -- perl1,000 10-8 6 
4 in. do. aa ors & 13 14 6 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park.. aes << ate - per ft. cube 6 10 
St. Aldheim Box Ground ns 710 


Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered entane area ,, 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area eee a 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at om Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region im ov ~ 1k 

Hopton-Wood Stone— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 

i. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area iat 

lj in. Slabs for paving, sawn two "sides as above 


a 
wom 


per ft. sup. 6 


described ese a 6 
Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin ‘Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 
9 in. xX 3 in. Rubbed, canst a wee an 

stooled cills by -- perft.cube 3 4 3 
12 in. Xx 6 in. do. “do. aaa — 2:6 © 
12in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated... a 115 4 
12in. x 3in. Weathered andtwicethroatedcoping ,, 274 
14in. X 6in. do. do. des 2-c2 § 
4} in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face . “se a 118 1 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes . per ft. sup. 69 
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STONE—continued 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 


thick, eg for rendered brickwork... per ft.cube 1 
Do. hi 


one edge - ott faced 
tein” bbe eae 


12in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. rup 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 


and front .» perft.cube 2 
12in. x 6in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front . oa 1 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes ... per ft. sup. 


2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, inrandom sizes _peryd.sup. 2 


TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 

Lincolnshire district wae eee ate 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district... 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district 
Machine-made 10} x 6} Staffordshire district . 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 
Machine-made Hip ~~ Valley tiles do. eee 
Concrete tiles 10} x 6 ad asa te 

do. Interlocking (49S) 

Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ ‘responsibility. 
SLATES 
re Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 


paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 


24 x 12 r i . 
ae MAL: ‘ . ; 
oe. xk 2 
20 x 12 
20-10 ... a eae ae: 
lo | ee pis 
| eo ae ne ° 
16X10 .« ose 
16x 8 
Note. —Breakage i in ‘transit, “ purchasers’ ‘tesponsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality ... aa ... Ex. Wharf per —- £105 to £125 
Carcassing ——, do. £90 
1 in. Tongued an Grooved Flooring do. se £106 
Hardwood.-— 
m= S.E. Sen do. per ft. cube 
Honduras do. an do. = 
on European do. 5 do. = 
do. Japanese do. oe do. ma 
do. English Logs sawn do. * 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. of 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. 


DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
Delivered London area. 
1} in. 4 Horizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. agg 


2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in ae ane each 
2 ft. 3 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. ca van ee a 
2 ft. 6 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. ioe rea ase 5 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ae Sos ove = 
2 in. do. but top panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2ft.6in. xX 6ft.6in. ... os pee oe 


2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. oe ae 8 
2 in. — top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 


6 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. Sua sae ne Po 
2 ft. 9 in. X 6 ft. 6 in. = ve vs a 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area ie gs 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x ies iecnaston 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds to 1 ton) . a per yd. 
1} in do. (67 yds. -to 1 ton) oes m 
2 in. do. (52 yds. to 1 ton) ase me 
rt in. do. (45 yds. to 1 ton) ae ms 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) 


Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 
3 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 = ft. 


per 100 sq. ft. 

din or “ea * até see ae eas mn 

in. bes ues a 
¥ in. Aavenen Flat Building Sheets «+» per yd. sup 
—s Felt, ped dee ¢e0 eee % 
pest Scotch Glen, & slabs. y * a - per 3 cwt. 
Croid ‘Glue a * ese ote 28 ib. 
Cut Nails 3 in. (i-ton lots ts) soe +. per ton 

do. 4 in. and up (1-ton lots) ave bee a 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots)... aos +. =©per cwt. 

do. 4 in. and- up (4-cwt. lots) ... see - 
METALS Steet Joists, Erc. 
Basis Joists— 


6in. X 5in., 8in. x Sin., 8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6 in. 
12 in. X 6 in. plain cut to lengths delivered London 
area ess ieee note ake ied +. =per ton 


3in. X 1 ei “ 
ond a 4 in x 3 in, 5 in. x 2 in eee a 
4in. X 1} in. ohh ne 
43 in. X 12 in., 24 $ in. x 7h in. ake ne ie 
5in. X 3im., 22in. X Tin... - ek A 


_ 
wrow oo ~I Ww 


_— 


— 
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6in. X 3 in. ose ose ote ooo ood 
9in. x 7 in. seo sao 
10 in. x a in., “G2 in. x Sin.” we des 
Sin. X 44in., 6in. x 44 in., 7in. x 3¢in., 
Tin. X 4in., 8in. x 4in., 9in. X 4 in. 
10in. x Sin., 10 in. x 8 in., 12in. x 8 in. 
13 in. x Sin., 14in. x 5}in., 14 in. x 6i 
14in. xX 8in., sin. % Sm, ° 15in. x 6i 
16 in. X 6in., 16in. x 8in., 18 in. X 6in., 
18 in. x 7in., 18 in. X 8 in., 20 in. < 6$ in. 
20 in. x 7} in. oa Het wae eos ake 
Steel angles average ne eee «eo aes 
Steel tees average cae con 
Fabricated wor 7 ell London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted ae jan en 
Compound girders aan aes see See 
Stanchions ; éev ats eee cn 
Compound stanchions . 


In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins ai 
Average prices not for awkward wo 


ork. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex a 


Stock in. diam., — — 


3 in. diam. ie a rer 

10. G0; <.. one den ane am oes 
¢in.do. ... sew “et eae eee nati 
ein: do.. -:.. aes ay ies ae ase 


MiLp STEEL TUBES 


Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. List prices and following discounts > 
Malleable Fittings 


1} 
ClassB + 74° Light + 23475 °% Malleable List — 35% + 40% 
+ 303% 


Galvanised Tube— W.L. ittings 
ClassA — % 


ClassC + 240 Heavy 
Black— 
ClassA - rs 


Heavy + 133°) 


C.I. -HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


ClassC + 


ClassB -~ ne, O) Light + 11% Malleable List — 35% 


5 

3 in. ope eee cas ae aan. ae 
34 in. cis eee aes set as. Ofat 
4in. mae AS ina oe we = 4/54 
4} in. cae oe aes asd oe. 4/104 
5 in. ae: shi a ae <ae,,, Lor On 

C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
3 in. oe We eee a> “ain CMS 
34 in. an aid aes = «. 4/63 
4in. ous ae as abe cos ee 
4} in. sae oan aes as oe | SSS 
5 in. ee Bag see oe ove. 
: C.I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6- = wae Pipe 
2 in. aan ane is. ares 
23 in. ae nas ee cis ste Oa 
3 in. ie mA sae nae ae HA 
34 in. ‘ ice ase wee ots 
4in. Bas oe Syita 

L.C.c. ‘Dis Sor Pires 

2:in. wen one dei ss, ae 
2} in. nen oe ae ave woe «SF 
3 in. ca wer ait a -. 9/03 
34 in. sie ‘ss ahs sae os 10788 
4 in. : seo . 20d6e 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. — 
4 in. ase ne ee” ae ots 
6 in. we me* ee Ae. ig 31/6 


Orders under £30 less 12} per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 17} per cent. discount. 


Bends 


6/11 


5/10 
6/6 
7/2 
8/11 


10/- 

Above prices for gutters rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lot 
only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 1952, plus 10% and 
tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2 ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. CoaTED DRAIN PIPES 
Bends 


14/3 
29/7 


ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 


fi hs d. 3/0 pg ajo 
Pipes 6-ft. lengt et - 
+> aly . wie, CRC «OOZES 2/8 3/2 
Single Branches... re 3/9 4/6 5/4 
Bends square or obtuse _,, 2/8 2/11 3/9 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. ,, 2/il 3/9 4/3 
do. 6in. do. ,, 3/2 3/9 4/10 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4in. 4} in. 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. aga ~ yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 
Drop ends ... ach 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Stop Ends ... eee 275 /10 /it 1/- 
Angles ase eae Se 2/il 3/5 4/1 
Nozzles ar. see 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Union Clips see 1/5 1/8 2/1 


ASBESTOS HALF-RouND GUTTERS AND FITTINGs 
3 in 4in. 44 in 
Gutters 6-ft. ent * yd. 2/6 2/114 3/0b 


Drop ends ... each 2/1 2/5 
Ston ends ca aed cake /9 /10 


Angles ove ooo 88 2/5 2/8 2/il 
as oot 2/1 2/5 2/8 
Union Clips aye) 2s ap i). i/t 1/2 


5 in. 
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Obtainable from our stockists. 
Our leaflet entitled “Enlightened Building,” 
containing full technical data of our Rolling Sheet, 
) 0 will be supplied on request. Principals should 
apply for our brochure “T.I. Building Sheet.” 
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Whatever industrial building you may be 

: contemplating, T.I. Aluminium Corrugated Sheet 
offers you many special advantages you cannot 
afford to overlook. In the first place, it is light and 

lot easy to handle, thereby cutting a large chunk off 

and erection cost. 
Then, when the building is completed, you 

ie have the satisfaction of knowing that T.I. Aluminium 


Corrugated Sheet will withstand the corrosive 
influences to be found in an industrial atmosphere. 
No rust or embrittlement will get in, it is fireproof 
and extremes of temperature will be felt less within. 


Once your T.I. Aluminium Corrugated 
Sheet is there—it’s there for your good. 


Aluminium 

‘ and Aluminium 

Alloy Ingot 

Billets, Slabs, Sheet 
Strip, Plate, Tubes 
and Extrusions 

to all Commercial 
A.L.D. and 

Lloyd’s Specifications. 


e——._.:- 


ALUMINIUM LIMITED, REDFERN ROAD, TYSELEY, BIRMINGHAM, II. Tel.: ACOCKS GREEN 3333 
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POLISHED PERFECTION .... oN 


Part of the polishing shop in the modern 
Barwell factory. 







SF 


Attention to detail is the big reason why ‘Fiddian’ 
fittings last longer, look better and give excellent 


v op PLUMBERS’ value. Here in this extensive polishing shop Barwell’s fittings achieve 
& HEATING their final perfection. 
ENGINEERS’ 
FITTINGS There ts a comprehensive range for both home and overseas markets 


JAMES BARWELL LTD. 


GT. HAMPTON ST., BIRMINGHAM, [8 ’Phone: NORthern |307-8-9 Grams: Barbells Birmingham. 
London Office & Stockrooms: 35 BERNERS STREET, W.1!. ’Phone: LANgham 6202-3 











Quick, Accurate, 
baa ee Foolproof! 





~ 


COWLES ‘ 
Automatic LEVEL 


gives you accurate levelling in a matter of seconds over distances from 6" to 150), 
with an accuracy of 3" at 100'. Simple, robust and compact, the Cowley Level 
will go anywhere, needs no setting-up or skilled ! 
operation, and will take any amount of hard usage. rrr nnn renee 








Ask your supplier for a demonstrati PI Arrange a demonstration 
y : we tration, or complete ease forwardliterature [— | a} no idiaialien cencoall mi 
the attached coupon. i Send me address of nearest stockist | ; 
Plea k iat d d to:— 
complete with COWLEY LEVEL DEPT. - cowiry. LEVEL DEPT. HILGER & WATTS LTD. 48 Addington Sq. London, 3.6.5 § 
1 6 wend, endl peerswagtietMiaaesibeindlin ing ME Be. RR te ale lh 
and target. 48 Addington Sq., London. S.E.5 J MEMES discon oc nhessscscsaeh boy cuusevstacoguscésbes cade eosdes ene iene RAMEE B i 
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METALS—continued 
Per ton basis 
in London 
2a = 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown Maschent Geely aa 39 15 0 
Mild Steel Bars ase it <a a er 
Mild Steel Hoops... cs)’. cos eee 39 5 0 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


s. 
Soft sheets C.R. =e rg a _ 
O gauge ... eh teak esi, «ee Stok, A ice AE 
24 gauge ... Ren ee ae aaa —< w 48. 4 
26 gauge .. ee a eee 
Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge ... ‘ eae oo Seeks & 
24 gauge ... ois ea ae Seis ae sss Se a SG 
26 gauge ‘i eee a eee ew 8 
Galvanised Flat sheets C.R. and C. — 
20 gauge ... aa <a aes «=» | wt @ 
24 gauge ... a a aes va a san - eee de 
26 gauge tisde ei aaa aie Sas ws Se 7S 
PLUMBERS’ BRASS Work, CopPER, ZINC, ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 
All per doz. din. Zin. lin. Ifin. Ihin. 2in 


Semviea | bib cocks ena 
head for iron ‘ 73/6 109/3 
Toilet bib cocks for iron... 94/6 135/6 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 63/- 91/3 179/6 308/9 441/- 778/- 
do. with two unions for lead 85/- 126/- 223/9 400/- 529/- 1178/- 
Double nut boiler screws ... 15/9 22/- 40/- 41/- 56/9 80/- 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 65/— 148/-— 226/9 413/9 586/- 
Plumbers’ union a, mes to 


iron wy 16/6 20/- 33/- 57/9 Ti/- 138/9 
eo in. lsin. 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. 
Caps and screws rae ees 20/6 pois 50/6 78/9 100/9 131/3 
Brass sleeves ... ‘is 6/3 26/3 47/3 63/- 64/- 
‘sc wenn gi iy 2x 7h. 3x 7 
Lead P. trap with none naeatiny 
screws e- 60/9 75/9 121/- 207/- 
Lead S. trap ‘do. 73/3 91/- 149/- — 
Solder 
Plumbers’ ses 7 als tie ‘ aa Ib. ‘3 3 
HB sagec hl ae bas ais ~~ wee Sa Pe 4 0 
Blow pip: 4 1 
Copper tubes BSS 659/ 1944 on the basic price of 273d. per Ib. plus gauge 


and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 

d. d. 
4in. x 19 gauge re Total per Ib. 404 
aim <x 19 =F as Se zs ef 383 
2 SS | ee oo «= 9 me pe 374 
Itin. x 18, ae sae “a a 36% 
I¢in. xX 18, a Gee me ia 363 
2 m.:x 17 104 ‘- 384 
Rolled Copper ‘Sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price £6 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras ... perton 296 5 0 


Sheet Zinc, 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards percwt. 616 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. - 614 0 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. od 612 9 

Brass tubes basic price, plus gauge and manufactur- 
ing extras -. per lb. 1 103 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£-'e- & 

Lead Sheet, English, 33 Ib. substance and aueaen per ton 133 10 0 

Lead Water Pipeincoils ... <td = 134 15 0 

Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. ... a 136 5 0 

do. over 4 in. dia. Se oa a 8 5 O 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pi ipe tis Bs 136 5 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities — 1 ton 

5 cwt. and under | ton per cwt. 2 0 

3cwt. do. Sque’ ... Be aa ro * 4 0 

lewt. do. Sewis. |... aha ‘* 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra —— to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £89 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton — and over Delivered on hee perton 7 6 6 
do. White do. o tH 3 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. aa ea 7 2 @ 
do. Fine do. do. ee . 727.0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton em rer pon aa on 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. ade ats we re 5-12 .6 
Lump Lime Ceo 3 a” 2 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement i in 1-ton loads .. fa 10 4 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton — wie wit 918 6 
came Chips in 6-ton loads ae es 2... Gy 2 
Hai - percwt. 417 6 
Geta Plaster Lath or Base Board din. ‘thick 600 
yds. and over in one neg Delivered site... per yd. ara 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., ¢ in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery Delivered site ie he = P 2 § 
1,200 yd. lots A at ee aad aaa on 2 OF 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 
Ceiling Distemper oe wa 
Washable Distemper foes Se ee one wh 
Gloss Paint ... én 

Snowcem cement paint (in Tcwt. drums) 


LEAD PRODUCTS AND Om.s. 


wNue™® 
sis 
N 
coooP 


Ground White Lead, | cwt. kegs percwt. 810 0 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 20 a. lots in 1 eal. tins per gal. 3 0090 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg a .. percwt. 6 14 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg a 2 0 
Size XD quality, 28 lb. ... per tin 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra «.. per gal. 11 6 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ine és < 12 0 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal) Drums extra a 5 $4} 
do. do. (40 gal. drum) do. poe = 4 8 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior ... en ws 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) hs “= ' wi 20 
Paste Powder (1 lb. maaan per lb. 1 6 
White Lining Paper per piece 1 0 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside aaa +. per gal. 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal do... saa ae aia “ 115 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside’ ies 4e8 ve a 117 6 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ae iad aa ae y a ge 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. aa tae hed fe y > oe 
Finest Carriage Varnish ... ae ae aaa me 210 0 
Front Door Varnish wk Ser a ote pe 117 6 
Japan Gold Size... ae = <i ide in 110 0 
Black Japan aaa aaa ae eo tia a bh Fu@ 
Brunswick Black ... <P xd a Sag aa 3 «O'@ 
Berlin Black eae se = has nits ae: 4, o'@ 
Terebene ate = wad aa ; 2 '@ 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free) sty. Ame daa on 3&9 
French and Brush Polish (do.)_... ose o<e nee 113 0 
GLASS 
Delivered London area. Per ft. super 
s. d. 
18 oz. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes ... 5$ 
24 oz. ” ” ” ” ” ” ooo it 
26 = es ra = a = eee 9t 
32 0 ‘2 ‘a is = an } 
4 in. “Rolled Piate.. ; Sie aa ae pm 9 
isin. and } in. Rough Cast “a 1 0 
$ in. vr Rolled and Cathedral, Standard. d patterns : e 
ee 4. es 
do. Standard Tints 1 4} 
do. Special Tints ; ee ais aa sas as a°$ 
4in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, 
Reedlyte and Luminating “de pay a 3 5 
3 in. Wired Cast ... ne aa sad ena os A-2 
4 in. Georgian Wired Cast ae aR at = ve i 
er Glass Blocks— Each 
B.2 SS Xt SE X 35 ike.:. Ate ad ae ea y ae 
P. B. 3 7% X 7} X 3¢ in. ... aa wae «<0 po 42 
P.B.32 Te OTE 36 Ws..;; tea nen 4 2 
Radiused seemed lene to match up ’ with— 
P.B.2 a a 
P.B.3 6 > 
P.B.32 aaa ake om aa 6 9 
} in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. " Quality— Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. pee “an aaa 5 ae 
ihe“ Ge 7h s 5 ft. sup. nes aan 45 
peal ik Za 45 ft. sup. oid eon oe 
sea 5s a 100 ft. sup. “ 5 6 
fin. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates amin 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality— 
Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one — or 135 in. 
both ways a 8 
Not pecice 180 ft. sup., or ‘ditto . <a a ps ll 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup., or ditto .. a # aa 16 Q 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on ‘application. 
Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices 


Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 


Minimum Per ft.su 


Description of Glass quantity. s. 
18 oz. sheet O.Q. 3,000 4 
24 oz. ,, 2 = ‘ae 2,000 5 
= ~ - we Sac saa oad pe 2,000 7 

“aa ree «. 2,000 9 
re i. "Rolled Plate 1,000 7 
4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White * 1,000 7k 
}in. Cross Flexon, Pinstripe, ‘Hammerstripe, 

Reeded, Luminating and Spotlyte _ ... Spe 1,000 1 
fs in. and ‘} in. Rolled Plate or Rough san <<. a 1 
} in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal ... ia 2,000 1 
} in. Georgian Wired Cast en xed 2,000 1 
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The Builder 
CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM MAY 24, 1954. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 
























































































































































Town. Grade KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Grade. 
Aberavon .........0008+ peesooebes A 2 ‘ Shoreham .. A 
Aberdare ......... A Grade Classification. A Al ry 371k Shrewsbury M. A 
Abergavenny ...........0000+0: A Craftsmen ..’ rR tye 3/9 3/84 / / ittingbourne A2 
Abingdon n.cnnennen AZ Labourers... ... ... _-3/38_—3/3._——23/2k_—=3/2 Sign UD. cccncck 
Addlestone .......0000reeree0- A Town Town. Grade Town. Grade. Sleaford U.D. -A2 
——_ eo me Bungay A2 BOND! cscs asscuscisscsened Al SOMION veonasssstvec’ gsioluerren A2 + aa Ee _ 
yrowwe a ney Burnham-on-Crouch ...... Filey U.D. ... ici ee eee sas Satiden “A? 

ton U.D.........eser ne Burnley Fleetwood A Lyneham (Devon).. A2 Somerset, County of ......$A2 
Altrincham ....sscsccsessevses ar Burton-on-Trent “a ad . ae ee seeeees A Southampton erin Papi A 
Bury stone aidenhead ... - -on- i 
—: meEene” oe Bury St. Edmunds “ Frinton .. Al Maidstone .... os na Sea Dist. or 
Seeteed’ a Buxton . NS Ross casesincss Al Maltby ........ iii South’ Shicids C.Bo2 a 
Andover ........ wie CI Byfleet Gainsborough U.D. .........A Maldon (Essex) ... Al Spalding U.D. ... “A2 
ingly ..... "A2 Calder Valley Gateshead ............. ae" Malvern U.D.. Ad Stafford M.B.. Tae 
aren el ee Cambridge Gillingham (Kent) Al Manchester ..... A MIMAN 5, 5cceces9 acu 
EME SASF A2 Cannock U.D 6 LOSSOP —.....eeee0e ar Manningtree ... Al Stamford M.B. AL 
Ashby-dolia-Zouch U.LD....A Canterbury oe ¥ ee Mansfield M.B. . ae Stantonwick a.’ 
Ashby Woulds U.D.......... A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of the aaa peansegynsensae AZ Stevenage ..... ke 
Ashford (Kent)......... wA2 Saemeeiakion, County of tA2 IMING  osssesseessrereees Margate .......-.-00erererseees A2 Stockport _ ....... aes 
Ashford _(Middtesex) istesies A Carlisle Goole M.B 7 Market “parborough U.D. A Stockton R.D. .... =e 
pe es 6S nr A Carmarthenshire,Cnty of re} Gosport ...... A Marypoft ...........cceeeereeeees A Stockton-on-Tees... ery 
Ashtead ; bie" Carnarvonsbire, Cnty. of tA3 Grantham M.B A Matlock U.D. a Stoke-on-Trent C.B. coal 
Ashton-under-Lyne oak oe ae Gravesend ........ A Melksham ..........+. . Stoke Orchard ........ Al 
tria and omen Mi: A2 Castleford  s....:.scccoscccesess . Great Yarmouth ............0++ A Melton Constable Stourbridge M.B. so 
at ~ R.D. (partsof) A ONAN 005050 oessiboeesacd A Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Melton Mowbray U.D Stourport U.D. .... var 
.A2 Chapel-en-le-Frith A Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Merthyr ...........se00 eee Stowmarket. .............0000- Al 
Charmy Down .. we Guildford District ............ A2 Middlesbrough oe Stratford-on-Avon M.B, ...A 
Chatham & Distric’ Al Guilsborough....... Al Middleton ....... am Sunderland District 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. A Guiseley ........ ie * Middlewich ..... * Sunningdale ...............0+ Al 
Chelmsford A Halesowen M.B... A Milford Haven Sutton Coldfield M.B. ......A 
Banbury Cheltenham wm Halifax ......... A STIG « ciccccosnccucsecedees A2 
| aoe f Castie U.D... Chepstow ..... 1 Halstead ‘A2 Morley ......... ectkoason kd Swanage .... “Al 
Barnoldswick U.D. PUI onstcaosicescscpsacczses A Haresfield .. At Mundesley .......ccccccccsseees Swansea ‘ih 
Barnsley 5 A ChEStET ............seereeeeeeeeees A Harlow ...... wy’ PRMPRMNINES Gasccsertiaccensssseress A Swindon . Al 
Barnsley oss came i: Chesterfield M.B........+++0++++ A Harpenden ... wt eS ae eee nai Swinton U.D. . A 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. Chesterfield R.D...........+..+. A Harrogate A Newark-on-Trent R.D....... Tamworth M.B. . wach 

(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... A Hartlepool A NS Ee Tenterden ...... A2 
Barry. i i SE A CNET oon ceseosssesnnevess A2 Harwich A Newcastle-on-Tyne seeeeeees Tewkesbury ...... Al 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere .. A2 Newcastle-under-Lyme ...... A Thames Haven LA 

by-on-the-Wolds A2)......A —, and ee Hasting Se A2 tee Forest District ......... AL | Thetford ..........- A2 

ul: seeeeeesesereeseseeenees atfie lerts.) ...0. wA lewmarket — ........++. x Thorpe Bay ..........000. me 
- = Chorley . aA Haywards Heath . .A2 Newport, Mon. .... ee Teertoaek vu. D.C. Area ...... A 
es coees 4 Henle Hempstead .. a i groepont Zageet ne ae ,, North of, to Billericay A 
soeceeesereceses enley-on-Thames ......... lewton RRR a i ee, 
Clevedon i >> pecan A2 | Northallerton Dist. va | Soe oe 
— A Hereford, Cnty. of... 4 morgane ot ae A Tonbridge ... a 
MtNETOE ...... “ SED TRF ceccccccccccsccsconss ort! er \ Ae ie 
Coalville U.D. ..... “A | Hertford... se Norton Radstock ‘_ | oo - 
Cobham (Surrey).. vA Hexham U.D ie Norwich ............. A Trowbridge ...... sce oA2 
Colchester ........ aA Heysham ........ Ss Nottingham C.B. oooh bridge Well 
ey: ig Tunbridge Wells .. Al 
oe Riaemcerosimtecwioniprrns A High Wroombo a es Nuneaton M.B........ tah Tynemouth C.B. .cc.scssseeees A 
Olwyn y eee worth ....... wien . 
Congleton ..... een UD. ce Oakham U.D.... A2 Uppingham (Salop) ......... Al 
Oldham ..... A Uttoxeter U.D. ..... ays: 
an panes te A ne 2 ag oo - Ongar ...... es Wakefield A 
MLWAY ceseeeereveccseces ee oO on akefield..... ait 
Cornwall, eh2 | Bosley i | 2 ome “A | Wallsend B. :.... A 
Berkhamsted Coventry C.B. ..ssssesssessnee, A | Horsham A2 | Oxford re ween | See CB. ae 
Berrington mee Cranbrook .. -A2 Horwic A ited, i eee ws Walsden .......... ~ * 
Berwick District... ee Cranleigh ... A2 Huddersieid wer i ‘a Walton-on-Naze AL 
Beverley sateen x Crawley (Sussex) A2 ET Re aay Paignton ...... Al Ware ........6.+ oh 
Bexhill-on-Sea --.s.-+se++« Re Crewe A onion niciuicueees .A2 Peterborough .......... A Warminster A2 
Biggleswade ..A2 Cromer ........ Al Huntingdon (Staffs) ond . ” Soke .........Al Warrington A 
Billeri ry Crowborough .A2 kt A Pi | Se AZ Warwick M. A 
plant ea Cuckfield ............. a2 AO ORE % Plymouth .. A | Weltneton ts... 7 
Billing ............ aA Ingatestone . : Pontefract mn ig : 
Billingham U.D. - Dalton-in-Furness ............ A Ipswich ........ we Pontypridd District. eer Wells (Norfolk) AZ 
Bilsthorpe...... A Darlington District .. A Isle of Sheppey . .A2 Portishead sainaal we soeccens npeeee A 
Birchington -A2 ee ee eee A Isle of Thanet.... + A2 Portland Stoneyards .........A elwyn Gar. City ... A 
Birkenhead ..... Sete ARN sivenicins+s- oe Isle of Wight .... A2 pee West Bromwich C.B. .........A 
CB A Portsmouth ,.... A Westbury ........... A2 
Birmi ham CB. sxe tA pane swath . wr 4 Jarrow M.B. .. oer Port Talbot A Westclifi-on-Sea . her 
Bishop's Stortford :. ao Beckes : “A2 Selehiey ae ool Ae to = Westie a As 
Se ane se Eee) TRA A + MRE ceccessessevoctes ase eos . ‘eston-super-Mare o6 
a sagan — Devon, County of .. Kenilworth U.D. .. Ke Pulboroug A2 Weybridge Weniaatent mee" 
Blackpool is a Kettering M.B. ..... = Radnorshire, County of }tA2 Weymouth ... Al 
Blackwell R.D. et Keynsham ............. oh WORTIEELO sisencacthsrsnsancere A2 IRI ENG, csincsnecesertsess Al 
Blaydon U.D. a Kidderminster M.B. .........A Rayleigh ... ie Whitstable and District ...A2 
Blidworth art a com Avanesans = —. vest A — didalesbdedivancedescees A 
sags ingskerswe ae edcar B. ..... ooo idnes bool 
ced oe aie "7 ty Ee Kingsteignton Al Redditch U.D. ....... A Wigan oA 
Boldon U.D. A Wimborne ll). ..A2 Kirkham ............++6 oA Redhill and Reigate .........A Wigton ...... -A2 
Bolsover U.D. au Dover. sit Knaresborough U.D..........A RADU | -. wissvicpspchonebe -A3 Willington A 
re alae & Dovercourt ......... é IE. soceceescovesesase Al Rochdale... A Wilmslow ............. ee 
Motrisé Bnd §....05.0.0<ss00se0 Al Driffield U.D. ie Lancaster ..... A Rochester .... Al Wilts. County of .........$A2 
Bournemouth District ...... A Droitwich M.B. . att Leamington M. A Rotherham .. one Winchester — .......s.eeeseeeee Al 
Bracknell  .......s.0+000 “A Dudley M.B. ... Leatherhead i Ragby "MB. vcsccivscscsesss A Windermere ........... -A3 
Bradford ............+. A | Dunstable... US ae A | Saffron Walden .............4. A2 | Windsor and Eton .........Al 
Bradford-on-Avon Durham City Leicester C.B. A | St. Albans ..... A | Wisbech ..........0+0 A2 
eee oe ae: Eastb Leighton Buzzard . Al St. Helens A Witham ..........+40+ Al 
Breconshire, County of.. i astbourne “0 Letchworth ...... Al St. Neots......... A2 Woking (District) .. Al 
Brent Knoll E. Glam. & Mon. Val.......... A Lewes A2 Salisbu: Cit A2 Wokingh: AM . cccascrcces .-A2 
Brentwood East Grinstead District...A2 Lichfield M.B. Raia Salisbury Plain. ‘ A2 Wolverhampton C.B. ......A 
Bridlington S nue ne -) U.D.......A Lincoln C.B. ery Sauaclicewerth ba Sok Woodbridge ........ 
Brierfield . Sieieioe istrict. A Lnotiempton -A2 sexeuathem .A2 Worth be B. 
Brighouse . verpoo Scarboroug A 
Brigh' Ely Worksop M.B 
Bristol. Epping - ey — nat nN Worthing 
Broadstairs .. Exeter .... ” London "...... se «1 Sevenoaics ... At | Wrexham (incl. Cefn 
Bepmagrove Fakenham .. ee Long Eaton Ses Sheerness ...... A2 Wroughton 
“Sila S IE ree os A | Falmouth he Loughborough M.B.. KS Sheffield .. A | Wylam .......... 
aeonaneas (Cheshire) ...... A Ny RPMI 00s sossctereoeitoneed A | Louth M.B : Shipley .......... ; my ¢ Wymondham “ 
BRIO sveseccsnvesecsaasosocse A NN EE A2 Lowestoft Shoeburyness ..........0..0000« A RUMI nccatiaenperscveacvceataees 














®For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 3s. 104d. ; Labourers, 3s. 5d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 3s. 10d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 44d. f Plus 2d. per working day. +} This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

Nore. —Carpenters, Joiners and Plumbers in all towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. . 

Women’s RATES.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 2s. 8d. per hour. Women introduced to carry out work 


other than craft processes, 2s. 4d. per hour. 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 197 
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FALKUS 


BROS. LTD. 


BUILDING CONTRACTORS 




















CRAFTSMANSHIP 
THROUGH APPRENTICESHIP 
is our watchword and to do things finely and 


thoroughly is Our endeavour. 


The FALKUS ORGANISATION 
has achieved in no small degree the satisfaction 
which derives from good workmanship and a 


worthy Clientele gives hearty assent. 











46 - BISHOPSGATE - ECZ 


Telephones: 
London Wall 1876 Bishopsgate 3381-4 (4 lines) 


Telegrams: 
“Falbrowok, Spimark, London” 
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TWISTEEL REINFORCEMENT LTD. 


BIRMINGHAM: ALMA STREET, SMETHWICK 40. Telephone : Smethwick 199T 


LONDON: 43 Upper GROSVENOR STREET, W.1. Telephone : GROsvenor 8101 & 1216 


MANCHESTER : 7 OxForD ROAD, MANCHESTER, 1. Telephone : Ardwick 1691 


JYVVVVIVYIYVNN VV NNN WN NN SN 














In roads and bridges and buildings, in fact wherever 
concrete is used, Wireweld fabric reinforcement finds 
its place. Its strength and ease in handling mean 
lower costs—and talking of costs—the aim of 
Twisteel’s drawing offices is economy in the struc- 


tural design of Factories, Schools, Flats, etc. Finer 


buildings at lower cost. 


GLASGOW : 19 St. VINCENT PLACE, GLasGcow, Cl. 














Telephone : City 6594 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


EXAMINATION SUCCESSES 


The successful candidates in the examina- 
tions held by the Institute of Quantity Sur- 
veyors, 98, Gloucester-place, W1, from March 
1 to 5, 1954, have now been announced. No 
awards were made for the Gold or Silver 
Medals, but the other awards were as fol- 
lows: Bronze Medal, E. R. Smith (Carlisle); 
“ Reginald Wood ” Prize, D. J. Phillips (Car- 
diff); Special Awards, J. Bright (London), 
O. Aston (Saltburn-on-Sea), T. R. Pettigrew 
(Wolverhampton), and E, Carroll (Chatham). 


CONCRETE TECHNOLOGY 


A series of lectures organised in conjunc- 
tion with the Cement and Concrete Associa- 
tion, are to be held on concrete technology in 
the Engineering Department, University of 
Nottingham, on Wednesdays from September 
1 to November 17, inclusive. These lectures 
will be followed by discussions and supple- 
mented by a series of optional practical 
periods. No applications for entry to the 
course can be accepted after August 10. 
Particulars from the Association at 52, Gros- 
venor-gardens, SW1. ~ 


BUILDING IN CANADA 


After seven years of almost continuous 
and rapid expansion, the trend of Canadian 
business has levelled out and in recent 
months has shown some decline, according 
to the June issue of the Monthly Review of 
the Bank of Nova Scotia, at Toronto. By 
the end of last year industrial employment 
and production had ceased showing increases 
over the previous year’s figures, and at 
April 1 industrial employment was 4 per 
cent. lower than a year earlier. The late- 
ness of the spring deterred the seasonal pick- 
up in construction, but in recent weeks the 
situation has been improving. House- 
building activity continues at a record rate 
and general building is expected to be sub- 
stantially ahead of 1953. 


EXETER DEVELOPMENT PLAN 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has approved with modifications 
the development plan for the County 
Borough of Exeter. 


EASTERN FEDERATION v. LMBA 


The LMBA ended its cricket season last 
week with a match against the Eastern 
Federation in the grounds of Downing 
College, Cambridge. It was the Eastern 
Federation’s first appearance in the cricket 
field, and it celebrated the occasion with a 
victory. It dismissed the LMBA for 177, 
and then put on 178 for the loss of only 
5 wickets. The President of the LMBA and 
the Director watched the match and stayed 
to an excellent lunch and tea put on by the 
Eastern Federation. 


HONORARY FELLOWS OF RSI 


Six well-known international figures in the 
public health field have been made honorary 
fellows of the Royal Sanitary Institute. They 
are: Dr. M. G. Candau, Director-General, 
World Health Organisation; Dr. G. R. Coat- 
ney, Laboratory of Tropical Medicine, 
National Institute of Health, Bethesda, Md. 
USA; Dr. G. M. Fair, Harvard University; 


' Prof. Hugh R. Leavell, Harvard University 


School of. Public Health; Dr. Henry F. 
Vaughan, Dean of the School of Public 
Health, University of Michigan; and Prof. 
Herbert M. Bosch, Prof. of Public Health. 
University of Minnesota. 
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DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 


The War Damage Commission have 
appointed Mr. Stanley Vyvyian Hicks, 
PPRICS, FAI, to be a deputy commissioner. 


FELLOWS ELECTED 


Fellowship of the Illuminating Engineer- 
ing Society has been awarded to Mr. J. B. 
Collins, of the Building Research Station, 
Garston, Watford, Herts, and to Mr. H. F. 
Stephenson, who is with the General Electric 
Co., Ltd., Research Laboratories, Wembley. 


EMPLOYMENT IN HULL 


Because there seems little hope of Hull’s 
employment position improving with 2,500 
out of work in the summer and 4,500 in the 
winter, the employment committee is to 
consider the possibility of establishing 
trading estates for light industries in the city. 


FACTORY SCHEME 


Newcastle City Council have agreed to the 
principle of selling 26 acres of land freehold 
on their Fawdon Estate to Rowntree & Co., 
Ltd., of York, who wish to build a £1m. 
factory there. 


HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 


Warwick Corporation is to submit a re- 
vised layout plan for the Percy Housing 
Estate to the county planning committee. 
The estate, to be built near Guy’s Cliffe, is 
expected to cost more than £1m. and will 
be the biggest housing development in 
Warwick. 


HOUSE QUALITY PRAISED 


High Wycombe Council have held a 
special committee of inquiry into the quality 
of houses built for them, and the time taken 
for their completion, and report that apart 
from minor exceptions the committee is con- 
vinced that the houses being erected for the 
council are satisfactory, and that the council 
has every reason to be proud of the number 
and general standard of post-war houses 
erected. 


RETAIL TRADE 


The second volume of the Census of 
Distribution and Other Services Report has 
now been published by the Stationery Office, 
price 22s. 6d. Entitled “ Retail and Service 
Trades, General Tables,” it analyses retail 
trade and gives details of the sales of differ- 
ent commodities in every kind of business. 


THE LATE MR. J. W. BAILLIE 


We regret to record the death, on July 14, 
of Mr. J. W. Baillie, who retired from 
managing directorship of Horseley Bridge 
and Thomas Piggott, Ltd., in December last. 
Mr. Baillie had attained considerable 
distinction in the wider field of engineering. 
He was, for some years, President of the 
British Constructional Steelwork Association, 
and also served on the councils of other trade 
associations including the grand council of 


‘the Federation of British Industries. 


BOOTLE’S EMPTY HOUSES 


Bootle (Lancs) Town Council have been 
told by Cllr. S. Mahon, chairman of the 
Housing Committee, that, in. view of the 
urgency of their housing problem, he is to 
try to obtain sanction for the compulsory 
purchase of every empty house in the 
borough. He declared that no fewer than 
47 houses had been empty for months, and 
that the action was directed against those 
who were making use of the ownership of 
houses for financial gain and to the detri- 
ment of the community. 
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CARPENTERS’ COMPANY 


Lieut.-Col. W. W. Dove has been elected 
Master of the Worshipful Company of 
Carpenters. 


GATWICK AIRPORT FINDING 


The report on the proposed extension to 
Gatwick Airport, prepared by Sir Colin 
Campbell, has been submitted to the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government; it states 
that, subject to a number of reservations, 
Gatwick is “ suitable ” for such development. 
The Gatwick Protest Association, in a state- 
ment issued on July 20, says: “ Hindered 
by the terms of reference that. an: airport 
must be built, and by the erroneous assump- 
tion. of the Ministry of Civil Aviation that, 
for air traffic control reasons, it has to be 
at Gatwick, Sir Colin Campbell can. only 
approve its suitability in. most qualified 
terms. . . . The Gatwick Protest Association 
withdraws none of its objections, which it 
considers wholly sustained, and trusts that 
the Government will have second thoughts 
on the ill-considered, unnecessary, and 
expensive scheme.” Sir Colin Campbell’s 
report is issued in a White Paper (Cmd. 9215) 
by the Stationery Office, price 2s. 


COUNCIL’S PARKING PROBLEMS 


Tenants of Wrexham Corporation houses 
have been using their back gardens. for 
parking grounds for their cars, and others 
pulling down fencing to get their cars into 
the front gardens. It has consequently been 
decided to provide parking facilities for the 
tenants, who will be threatened with eviction 
if they then persist in parking their cars on 
their lawns. 


PLASTICS IN BUILDING 


The July issue of “British Plastics” is a 
special number celebrating the journal’s 25th 
year of publication. It illustrates . how 
plastics have developed and the improvement 
of its products. One section is devoted to 
plastics in architecture and _ building. 
“ British Plastics ” is published by Associated 
lliffe Press, Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford- 
street, SE1. 


ORIGINAL STUDIES 


Two awards, each of £200, have been given 
to D. Kirby, student at the Manchester 
School of Architecture, and to J. R. Ober- 
lander, student at the Edinburgh School 
of Architecture. The Architects’ Journal 
have offered these awards for which all 
Students RIBA were eligible, to encourage 
* original, possibly unorthodox, study.” The 
entrants had only to say why they -wanted 
the money. The assessors were members of 
the editorial board of the journal, advised by 
the head of one of the architectural schools? 
D. Kirby is to use his £200 to rent a Man- 
chester house, close to the University, and ta 
convert it into a hostel for four students. 
J. R. Oberlander wants to use his £200 award 
to collate information on the transplantation 
of mature trees; and to research into possible 
new techniques of transplantation. The two 
winning students, chosen from 193 entrants, 
have agreed to submit progress reports. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


The General Electric Co., Ltd., announces the fol- 
lowing appointments: Mr. J. B. Tay.tor, TD, manager 
of Leicester branch, to be managing director of the 
British General Electric Co. (Canadian), Ltd.; Mr. 
J. S. LANGLANDS, managing director, British General 
Electric (Canadian), Ltd., to be district assistant 
manager, GEC, Scotland; Mr. K. L. V. NicHots, of 
Ipswich branch, to be manager of the GEC, Leicester 
branch. 


Mr. A. G. BURCHELL, contracts manager of Engert 
& Rolfe, Ltd., is retiring this month after 50 years of 
service. Mr. GeorGE C. Brown will-now tak charge. 


J 
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TRADE NEWS 


METAL WINDOW FIXING 


A system of fixing metal windows by stud 
welding is now being employed by the Crit- 
tall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 210, High 
Holborn, WC1. This is a form of metallic 
arc welding by means of which small attach- 
ments may be welded to the surface of the 
metal structure. The structure does not 
have to be prepared for the windows in 





advance, and there is no necessity for drilling 
and tapping holes which might weaken the 
structure and act as points where corrosion 
might start. The company believes that the 
elimination of drilling and tapping will mean 
that the fixing bolts can be applied at 
half the usual cost. They have already used 
the method successfully in applying fixing 
bolts to the steel structure of new schools. 


TECHNICAL FILMS 


Two 16mm silent technical films have been 
made by W. H. Colt (London), Ltd., 15, 
Langley-road, Surbiton, Surrey, and are 
available for free loan from them. They 
include “Colterro Plaster, Lath,” showing 
the application of Colterro plaster lath to 
ceilings and walls; and “Colt Canadian 
Cedarwood Shingles,” which shows the tech- 
nique of fixing Canadian cedarwood roofing 
shingles to various types of roofs and walls. 


NEW TELEPHONE NUMBER 


Owing to an increase of business, 
frederick Parker, Ltd., Viaduct Works, 
‘Catherine-street (Extension), Leicester, have 
found it necessary to install additional 
telephone lines. The new telephone num- 
ber is Leicester 62531 (7 lines). 


EMULSION PAINT 

A new emulsion paint has been produced 
by Sir W. A. Rose and Co., Ltd., Shepherds- 
lane, E9. Known as the “Rosette” Egg- 
shell emulsion paint, it has a distinctive 
sheen, and is'suitable for external or internal 
use in a wide range of attractive colours. 
The manufacturers claim considerable 
improvement in the finish due to a blend of 
new resins, and that no primer is necessary. 
The new range of colours includes a num- 
ber of strong shades to facilitate such 
schemes as where large areas of light pastel 
colours are contrasted with smaller panels 
of a strong vivid colour. Leaflets and 
colour fan books will be supplied upon 
request to the makers. 


CONCRETE BLOCK PRODUCTION 


The St. Ives Sand and Gravel Co., Ltd., 
have installed a 400-ton press to make con- 
crete blocks and paving stones. Production 
is expected to start in a few weeks’ time at 
a speed greater than the customary friction 
method. The making of concrete bricks has 
been the basis of the company’s expansion 
during 1953-54. 
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INSULATION WOOL 


A mineral wool claimed to be odourless, 
non-hygroscopic, rot and fungus-proof is 
being produced for insulation purposes by 
William Kenyon and Sons, Ltd., 50, Blooms- 
bury-street, Bedford-square, WC1. “ Rock- 
sil” Lightly Bonded, as it is known, has its 
fibres lightly bonded with synthetic material 
into a mat backed with paper and supplied 
in rolls. It can be cut to shape on site 
with scissors, and, if required, the paper 
covering can be removed. It is suitable for 
thermal and sound insulation, including float- 
ing-floor construction, and is understood to 
be particularly suitable for layout over per- 
forated horizontal soffits as it has an average 
sound absorption of .95 over a large range 
of frequencies. It will withstand tempera- 
tures of up to 1,400 degrees F. without break- 
ing down. 


TRENCH STRUT 


A trench strut for the efficient securing 
of shoring timbers is being marketed by 


British Building and Engineering Appliances, | 


Ltd., of Sandy, Bedfordshire. This strut is 
technically very simple, and it has no loose 
parts, pins or chains and no components to 
replace. It consists basically of a tubular- 
steel outer body with an internal 1} in. 
diameter steel shaft screwed with a 29 degrees 
stub thread. The strut can be rapidly fixed 
in position by one man, and extended to the 
required size by rotation of the forged steel 
collar. There are two sizes of Trench Struts 
available. One measures 1 ft. 6 in. closed 
and can be extended to up to 2 ft. 6 in., 
weighing approximately 14 lb., and the other 
measures 2 ft. 4 in. closed, extends up to 
3 ft. 8 in. and weighs approximately 18 lb. 


CONCRETE QUARTERLY 


“Concrete Quarterly 21,” issued by the 
Cement and Concrete Association, contains 
an informative illustrated article on Dub- 
lin’s new bus station. Other articles in the 
issue include a review of concrete churches 
at Crawley New Town. Copies, price 2s., 
from 52, Grosvenor-gardens, SW1. 
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New leaflets on 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


HAVE you copies in your reference 
file of the latest leaflets showing 
the range and applications of KING 
Sliding Door Gear? From the 
lightest domestic installations to 
heavyweight power operated doors, 
there’s a KING door set for every 
need. Get the details—write for 
your copy. 








SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


Covered by British Patents 


GEO. W. KING LTD., 202 ARGYLE WORKS 
STEVENAGE, HERTS. TEL.: STEVENAGE- 440 


TRSFASFARIFAIVIFAMAIFAIFAITAIFAIFVIFAS 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


Australia—The National Mutual Life 
Association of Australasia, Ltd., Sydney, 
has commenced constructing a two-storey 
office and shopping block at Wollongong, 
costing approximately £A70,000, which is 
expected to be completed by June, 1955. 

A new hotel, costing £A150,000, is being 
built at Brookvale near Deewhy, NSW. 
Occupying a site totalling 67,000 square feet 
of which approximately 15,000 square feet 
will be built on, the new hotel will be an 
open rectangle. The indoor lounge will 
open on to a covered winter garden which, 
in turn, will open to a beer garden. 

The Northern Assurance Co., Ltd., are to 
erect a new 10-storey building at 13-15 
O’Connell-street, Sydney, on the site of their 
existing office... . The ICIANZ are to erect 
a new 13-storey building at 61-69, Mac- 
quarie-street, Sydney. . . . Internal altera- 
tions to premises at 399, George-street, 
Sydney, will cost £445,000. 


Australia.—Preliminary work will soon 
begin on the largest Government contract 
that has ever been awarded in Australia. 
The contract is worth £25,296,586 for work 
on the Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric 
Project and the contractors are the Kaiser- 
Walsh-Perini-Raymond Group of American 
construction companies. The main part of 
the contract is the construction of a 14}- 
mile tunnel through the Australian Alps, the 
whole length to have a diameter of 28 feet. 
This tunnel will link the Eucumbene and 
Tumut Rivers. Also to be constructed is a 
280 foot dam, with a pressure tunnel leading 
to a power house nearby. The long tunnel 
will take about six and a half years to build 
and the dam about four and a half years. 
This section of the Snowy Mountians scheme 
is expected to produce 160,000 kilowatts of 
power in 1958-59 and an additional 100,000 
kilowatts in 1959-60. 

A British company, Distillers Co., Ltd., 
will build a £4m. bottling plant for Scotch 
whisky at Victoria Park, Sydney. Without 
this new plant the company would have 
been compelled to rebuild its warehouses. 
The German company Dressler (Australia) 
Pty., Ltd., has started beer-making at 
Mudgee, New South Wales. New plants 
are also envisaged in the near future. 

Electronic Industries, Ltd. of South 
Melbourne is planning to spend £1m. on 
new factories, plant and tooling, to make 
television receivers. Australia’s new big 
£40m. refinery at Kwinana, in the west, will 
produce its first petroleum products early 
next year. The refinery is being built by 
Anglo-Iranian Oil Co., Ltd., and will be 
operated by a subsidiary, Australasian 
Petroleum Refinery, Ltd. It is situated 14 
miles south of Fremantle. Additional 
building is expected within the next four to 
five years. 


Egypt—The Egyptian Government has 
announced the immediate introduction of a 
programme for the construction of new 
hospitals, social centres, pure drinking 
water installations in villages, etc., at a total 
cost of about £14m. to be spread over two 
years and to be financed partly from funds 
arising from confiscated property and partly 
through the budget. The programme com- 
prises the following:—Hospitals for TB 
cases—£1,180,000; hospitals for mental 
patients—£625,000; hospitals for endemic 
diseases, £117,000; cancer  hospital— 
£110,000; hospital for government officials— 
£110,000; hospitals for workmen—£300,000; 
housing for university students—£3}m.; hous- 
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NSW. ly untouched) of a typical Pennycook contract. Our 
re feet lead sheathed steel bars can be adapted to suit any 
re feet type of roof and can take clear spans up to 11 ft. 
bg We can also supply aluminium bars with double lead 
Which wings and lead seatings below glass. Where flat roofs 
are concerned we recommend our Standard or Purpose 
are to Made Lanterns. 
Fite Materials are despatched promptly to suit the progress 
. sewn of the job and are fixed by our experienced erectors. 
Mac- Illustrations are all of the 
— JOS. WESTWOOD & CO. LTD., MILLWALL WORKS, LONDON 
| soon 
ontract e 
stralia. with PENNYCOOK 
r work 
Slectric 
K aiser- 
~~ THE PENNYCOOK PATENT GLAZING 
a 144- & ENGINEERING €0., LTD. 
hg St.Mungo Works * Bishopbriggs * Glasgow 
re and Tel. : Bishopbriggs 1117/9 | 
ed is a Grams : “Pennycook,” Bishopbriggs 
— London Office: 
> build 3, VICTORIA ST., WESTMINSTER, S.W.1 
years. Telephone: ABBey 6610 
scheme 
atts of 
100,000 
, Ltd. 
Scotch 
Vithout 
d have 
houses. 
istralia) THE LOW-COST FLOOR 
ge Be WITH THE LUX URY LOOK 
ACCOTILE FLOORING in the 
South new Hardie County Primary .- 
Im. on School, West Ham—craftsman-laid 
make by NEUCHATEL in all classrooms 
so ti as well as staff rooms, dining room, 
nee will entrance halls, cloakrooms, corri- 
rst, i dors, etc.—approximate area 900 
Paget square yards. Main floors, with 
uilt by contrasting borders, in mono- 
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ated 14 Sage Grey; D.416 Harvest Gold. 
ditional Architect and Planning Officer to the 
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i ars West Ham Corporation, Works 
of new Department. 
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a total 
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ie com- 
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demic _ CRAFTSMAN-LAID BY NEVQCHATEL 
ficials— This service is available in any part of the United Kingdom through ' 
300,000; Neuchatel’s network of branches, for any type and size of building. 
.3 hous- THE NEUCHATEL ASPHALTE COMPANY LTD. <r wor ome gute 
58 Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, Tel. No. of Contracting Departments: RENown 1321 freely invited. 


APPROVED LAYING SPECIALISTS FOR ACCOTILE THERMOPLASTIC FLOORING TILES 
Also Specialists for 80 years in ASPHALTE for Tanking, Flooring, Roofing and Roads. * British Registered Trade Mark No. 663698 
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To prepare the mix for pre-stressed and pre-cast concrete of 
the quality required by CDC takes skill and unremitting care. 






























More than that, it calls upon knowledge and experience that 
few firms possess. The attention given at this stage explains 
in part why every finished CDC product, whatever its 
size or purpose, carries the discernible stamp of quality. 






















CONCRETE DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED 


London Office : 54 Warwick Square,S.W.1. Tate Gallery 0592, Works: Thorney Lane, Iver, Bucks. Iver 809 
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ing for workers—£im.; 200 rural social 
centres—£4,600,000; pure drinking water 
projects for villages—£5,508,000. 

An iron and steel factory project has been 
undertaken by the West German Demag 
group and an Italian concern has won a con- 
tract for the laying of a black oil pipeline 
from Suez to Cairo. 


Federation of Malaya—lIt has_ been 
reported that one of Singapore’s well-known 
insurance companies proposes to build a 
chain of skyscrapers in the principal towns 
in the Federation of Malaya. It is under- 
stood that plans for two skyscrapers, one in 
Penang and the other in Ipoh, have already 
been approved and that it is hoped to build 
a further one of 12 storeys in Kuala Lum- 
pur. News has also been received that plans 
are being drawn up for the construction of 
a £75,000 hotel of five storeys at Ipoh. The 
building will have about 50 rooms, some of 
which will be fitted with air-conditioning. 
Although backers of these projects have not 
yet been named the City Architect’s office 
will no doubt have full details and will 
release them to inquirers when the time is 
opportune. Work is also to be started by 
the end of this year on a £80,000 plan to 
modernise the Victoria Memorial Theatre. 
According to the City Architect, tenders for 
this project will be called for at the end 
of October. The theatre will be completely 
modernised and air-conditioned, providing 
accommodation for 800 people. The City 
Architect expects work to be completed by 
the middle of 1956. From this office also 
comes news that nine new cinemas are pro- 
posed to be built in Singapore and that 
some of the plans have been approved. The 
largest cinema will be included in a £400,000 
scheme which also proposes the construction 
of two blocks of flats and a four-storey 
block for a hotel and bar. 

The City Council’s Finance Committee has 
recently approved a five-year plan costing 
over £10m. to increase Singapore’s public 
amenities. It is understood that among the 
major projects are a £100,000 fire station, a 
number of swimming pools and various 
improvements to medical services. The 
Johore State Government is understood 
to be considering long-term projects costing 
several million pounds which will include the 
major construction of roads, bridges and 
the opening of mines to improve conditions 
in Kota Tinggi and Mersing. 

It has been reported that the company 
which was being formed by leading 
Singapore contractors, sawmill owners and 
dealers in building materials is now almost 
ready. The new company will have an 
authorised capital of over £4m. It is known 
that the company intends to build houses for 
sale between £500 and £1,200. The name 
of the company will be announced in the 
very near future. 

Fifteen large tube wells in the Bedok area 
of Singapore are to be sunk by the Govern- 


ment in a scheme to tap underground reser- | 


voirs in that area. It is expected that the 
scheme will be completed by the end of 
1956 and that the wells will be able to pump 
water to the surface at a total rate of 3,000 
to 6,000 gallons per minute. 

The Bikut Timah Reservoir will have a 
reinforced concrete lining for its base and 
sides instead of asphalt as was previously 
proposed. Work on this part of the con- 
struction has already begun and it is believed 
that tenders will soon be called for from 
suppliers for the roofing which requires steel 
shuttering. 

Work has now started on the new radio 
station at Yio Chu Kang and it is expected 
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that the station which will cost about 
£200,000 will be in full operation by 
January, 1956. Equipment is to be imported 
from the UK. 

Norway.—Architects and engineers in 
Denmark, Finland, Iceland and Sweden, as 
well as in Norway have been invited to take 
part in a_ town-planning competition 
organised by Bergen City Council. Prizes 
totalling £2,000 are offered. The competition 
involves the reconstruction of one of 
Bergen’s oldest quarters. A number of 
historic buildings will be retained. 


BAGHDAD TRADE FAIR | 


A centrepiece of the display by Taylor 
Woodrow, Ltd., at the British Trade Fair, 
Baghdad (October 25 to November 8) will 
be a five-foot-long diorama of the £4m. 
extensions to Takoradi Harbour, Gold Coast 
(the main sections of which were opened last 
year). Other photographic enlargements 
show the type of constructional work being 
carried out by the firm throughout the world. 


TRADE WITH ETHIOPIA 


The Overseas Trade Section of the Board 
of Trade Journal for July 24, 1954, contains 
an article on the potentialities of Ethiopia 
and the widening opportunities which it 
offers to British Exporters. The article con- 
tains a short list of goods in potential or 
actual demand which, it is suggested, offer 
good trading prospects. Included in this are: 
concrete reinforcing rods, asbestos and 
galvanised iron sheets (corrugated and flat), 
wire nails and iron wire, plywood, fibre and 
fibre-board materials, builders’ and 
plumbers’ hardware. 


BUILDING STANDARDS IN MALTA 


The belief that as a matter of priority the 
Maltese Government should establish stan- 
dards for concrete works and other trades 
connected with the building industry is ex- 
pressed in an article written by Mr. J. 
Micallef, the president of the Federation of 
Malta Industries, in the June issue of the 
Federation’s journal. “When such stan- 
dards,” he writes, “ are legally established by 
the Government the training of operatives 
along the right lines would be rendered 
easier; the standard of local workmanship 
would be raised and more uniformity in the 
quality of the works would be obtained.” 











THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium-sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 

Price 2/6; By post, 2]9 

co 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2. 

Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 
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Saltire Society Awards 


FOR schemes completed during 1953, the 
Saltire Society is making two awards, 
one for houses and one for flats. 


The winning scheme for houses is in 
Edinburgh, at The Inch, where Messrs. 
Stratton Davis and Yates, architects, have 
been responsible for carrying out large 
developments during the past few years, for 
Edinburgh Corporation. The particular 
road selected for special commendation is 
Lammermoor-terrace. (The scheme was 
illustrated in The Builder of June 20, 1952.) 


The area of housing completed during 
1953 is characterised by careful siting and 
good proportion, while the variety of vista 
is a constant pleasure to the eye. The Iay- 
out of roads and greens and the placing of 
each block combine to produce an interest- 
ing and varied environment, an achievement 
rare in a housing area as large as this. 


The architects were fortunate in the 
number of large trees on the site, and they 
have not only integrated them well into their 
layout, but have also incorporated an 
encouraging amount of new planting: so 
that the setting of the whole scheme already 
has a feeling of maturity normally achieved 
only after a number of years. 


The Saltire Society Panel felt that the 
colour treatment of the exteriors might have 
been lighter and more courageous; and they 
also felt that in some details the interior 
planning could have been improved: but in 
general they felt that the design of details 
was good. 


The award for flats has been made for 
the four blocks comprising 24 flats in 
Freeland-lane in the Murray First Develop- 
ment, East Kilbride, designed by Messrs. 
Gillespie, Kidd and Coia, architects, for East 
Kilbride Development Corporation. These 
blocks have been arranged’ in an unusual 
way, at right-angles to each other, rather 
like dominoes, and linked together with glass- 
walled stairs serving adjacent blocks at inter- 
vals of half a flight, the blocks having been 
sited on a slope. Old trees have been incor- 
porated in the site layout which is charming 





SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


LLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from May 24, 1954. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 9d.; Labourers, 3s. 34d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 

Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 -“ % 

3 3 
Ist 25 41 3 
2nd 33} 55 0 
3rd 50 82 6 
4th a3 de -- 66F 110 0 
Sth dee 75 123 9 


For female labour, the rates are: 


Operatives on craft operations (at end of 
probationary perio ‘a xa ne 
Operatives: on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period 3% ae 
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and imaginative. The external colour treat- 


ment is good. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Airdrie.—Lanarksliire CC to have plans prepared 
for a new prim. sch. to be erected at Burnfoot. The 
architect is William Watt (F.), County Education 
Offices, Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Argylishire.—Plans to be prepared for new additions 
to the Rockfield sch., Oban, for which the architect 
is William R. Tocher (F.), and the quantity surveyor, 
D. MacFarlane Johnstone, FRICS, County Offices, 
Cowel Hotel-bidgs., Alexandria-par., Dunoon. 

East Kilbride.—Development Corporation proposes 
shops, maisonettes, garages and other buildings at 
Westwood 2 housing site for which plans are in the 
hands of Frank Scott (L), architect, Torrence House, 
East Kilbride. 

Fraserburgh.—Plans being prepared for Aberdeen- 
shire CC Education Authority for a new academy to 
be erected at Demmyduff-rd. at an est. cost of 
£312,000. The architects are George Bennet, Mitchell 
& Son (F&A), West Craibston-st., Bon Accord-sq., 
Aberdeen. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
Gourock Ropework Co., Ltd., Port Glasgow and 
Govan, for alterations and additions at 272, Helen-st. 
The civil engineers are Crouch & Hogg, 18, Woodside- 
cres., Woodlands-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at 69/71, Bridge and 150, Norfolk- 
sts., for R. Stevenson Taylor & Co., Ltd., Parlia- 
mentary-rd., Dennistoun. The architects are Frank 
Burnet, Boston & Bell (F.), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Corporation has appointed the following 
architects: D. A. J. Ross (F.), 2, Clifton-st., Sommer- 
set-pl., Glasgow, for schools at sites No. 1 and 5 at 
Drumchapel, Dumbartonshire; and Harvey & Ross 
(FF.), Clifton-st., Sandyford, Glasgow, for the new 
jun. sec. sch. to be erected at Celston. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for prim. 
sch. to be erected at the Garthemlock housing estate. 
The architects are George Boswell, Mitchell & John- 
stone (FF.), 256, West George-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
prim. sch, to be erected at Mingulay-pl. Plans by 
the Corporation’s Architectural and Planning Depart- 
ment, 266, George-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for reconstruction and 
additions at the architectural and planning depart- 
ment, 20, Trongate, and 27, High-st., The Cross, est. 
to cost £11,000, for which the architect is Archibald 
G. Jury (F.), Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow. 
_ Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions for the Ardweir Picture House, 
Ltd., at the junction of Weir-st. and Ardgowan-st., 
Crookston. The architects are Charles J. MacNair, 
Elder & Ramsay (F&A), 529, Sauchiehall-st., Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans prepared and approved for recon- 
struction, alterations and additions at Newark-st., for 
which the architect is A. S. Rodger, Elmhurst, 
Greenock. 

Holytown.—Lanarkshire CC has plans in hand for 
scheme of police houses to be erected at the Sunny- 
side site, for which the architect is Samuel MacColl 
(A), County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton West. 

Inverness-shire.—Plans are to be prepared for scheme 
of houses to be erected by the CC on the Isle of 
= = a = yee aN for which the architect is 

ol. Alexander Cullen (F.), County Offices, 

Castle, Castle Walk, Inverness. ‘ wienauas 

Lanarkshire.—Consent has been granted subject to 
ae er na a en development at 

e Garrowhi arden estate for Henry B 
Estates), Ltd., Baillieston. ii taatadbaatasaien 

St. Boswells.—Roxburghshire CC propose additions 
and extensions, est. to cost £50,000, at the County 
Buildings, Newtown. The architect is W. G. Milne (A), 
County-bldgs., Newtown, St. Boswells. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared and approved for new 
— to Pag nay oe ~. Tay-st. and Devon-rd., 
3rangemouth, by James right & Compan in- 
burgh), Ltd., Edinburgh. . ' f — 





ALUMINIUM DIRECTORY 


The 1954 edition of their Directory of 
Members has been published by the 
Aluminium Development Association, and 
can be obtained from their offices at 33, 
Grosvenor-street, W1. It includes a classified 
index of aluminium and alloy products by 
which readers can refer to all member com- 
panies producing any particular product. 


CLIMATE ATLAS OF CANADA 


The climate of Canada, in all its varied 
aspects, is featured in a new Atlas which has 
just been released jointly by the 
Meteorological Division of the Federal 
Department of Transport and the Division 
of Building Research of ‘the National 
Research Council. The Atlas is on sale at 
$2 a copy from the National Research 
Council in Ottawa and is believed to be the 
first of its kind ever published. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Abridge Development Co., Ltd. (534347.) Regd. 
June 12, 98, Grays Inn-rd., WC1i, bldrs. and con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: H. Rona and 
Mrs. V. M. Rona, 94, Woodford-ave., Ilford, Essex. 

Dunhouse Quarry Co., Ltd. (534361.) Regd. June 
12, South Church-rd., Bishop Auckland, Co. Durham, 
stone quarrying. Nom. cap.: £3,500. Dirs.: W. E. 
Allison and Mrs. M. E. Allison, Onyx House, South 
Church-rd., Bishop Auckland. 

Gavin & Spence (Contractors), Ltd. (534366.) Regd. 
June 12, 133, Ebury-st., SWi, bldrs., contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: M. J. Gavin, 22, 
Park-ave., NW2. 

K. J. Dixon & Son, Ltd. (534371.) Regd. June 12, 
159, Reepham-rd., Norwich, bldrs. and contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £4,000. Dirs.: K. J. Dixon and 
J. E. Dixon, 139, Links-ave., Hellesdon, Norwich. 

Modica Asphalte, Ltd. (534373.) Regd. June 12, 
Swann-rd., Cambridge, asphalte mnfrs., asphalters, 
roofing and roadmaking contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£5,000. Dirs.: J. Pesci and Mrs. E. Pesci, Strathcona, 
Babraham-rd., Cambridge. 

R. Burgess & Son, Ltd. (534376.) Regd. June 12, 
mafrs. of fireplaces, bldrs’ mchts., etc. Nom. cap.: 
£10,000. Dir.: Burgess, 2, Witley-gdns., 
Southall. 

W. A. Cowell & Sons, Ltd. (534390.) Regd. June 
12, Watery-la. Saw Mills, Darwen, bldr. and con- 
tractor. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: W. A. Cowell, 
W. R. Cowell and S. Cowell, Moorside, Astley Bank, 
Darwen. 

Darwen Builders, Ltd. (534398.) Regd. June 12, 
Union-st. Saw Mills, Darwen. Nom. cap.: £5,000. 
Dirs.: C. Morrell and Mrs. J. Morrell, 73, Preston 
New-rd., Blackpool. 

Automatic Machine Distributors, Ltd. (534410.) 
Regd. June 14, 11, St. Georges-pl., Southport. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: W. H. Brett, 18, Breeze-rd., 
Birkdale, Southport. 

Beaudecor, Ltd. (534411.) Regd. June 14, 1, 
Lincolns Inn Fields, WC2, bldrs., contractors and 
decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: B. Zaremba- 
Tymieniecki, 24, Drayton Green, W13. 

Haverys (Northern), Ltd. (534442.) Regd. June 14, 
public works contractors, bldrs., engrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £100. J. H. Havery, 28, Dunn-st., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne, signs as director. 

Henry Cheney Hammers England, Ltd. (534443.) 
Regd. June 14, Wollaston Mills, Stourbridge, Worcs. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: P. Boulton, Himbleton House, 
nr. Droitwich, Worcs. 

H. Hoare, Ltd. (534447.) Regd. June 15, 59, 
Warwick-ave., Edgware, Mddx., bidrs, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £500. Dirs.: H. E. Hoare and Ethel V. Hoare, 
59, Warwick-ave., Edgware, Mddx. 

James MacLachlan, Ltd. (534448.) Regd. June 15, 
3, Fenwick-st., Liverpool, 2. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: 
J. MacLachlan, 45, Lambton-rd., Liverpool, 17. 

S. A. Bates & Son, Ltd. (534455.) Regd. June 15, 
115, West-st., Dunstable, Beds., bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. Dir.: N. A. Bates, Osborne-hse., 
Lovers-walk, Dunstable. 

Salford Paint & Varnish Co., Ltd. (534456.) Regd. 
June 15, Unwin-st., Cross-la., Salford, paint and var- 
nish mnfrs. Nom. cap.: £20,000. Dir., F. J. Jordan, 
154, The Green, Worsley, Lancs. 

Kendall & Sons (Enfield), Ltd. (534524.) Regd. June 
16, 43, St. Georges-rd., Enfield, Mddx., bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1, Dirs.: R. H. G. Kendall & R. E. 
Kendall, 43, St. Georges-rd., Enfield. 

Brooks & Johnson Plant, Ltd. (534471.) Regd. 
June 16, Abington-gr., Northampton, plant hire 
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specialists. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: Heather M. 
Brooks, 12, Lynton-ave., Harborough-rd., Northamp- 
ton. ° 

County Pre-cast Products, Ltd. (534476.) Regd. June 
16. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: K. Holt, 47, Hillbeck- 
cres., Wollaton, Nottingham. 

Frank H. Reynolds, Ltd. (534482.) Regd. June 16, 
bldr., contractor, decorator. Nom. vi. £15 q 
Dirs.: F. H. Reynolds and Mrs. G. M. G. Reynvids, 
18, Newgate, Beccles. 

Frank Powell & Ptnrs., Ltd. (534537.) Regd. 
June 17, 17, Victoria-st., SW1, bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. Dir.: F. J. Powell, 48, St. George-sq., 
Swi 


Gregory Construction (Overseas), Ltd. (534538.> 
Regd. June 17, 1, Pavilion-bldgs., Brighton, 1, bldg. 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: S. A 
Gregory, Rawdon Hse., Links-rd., Worthing. 

I. E. Pepper (Worksop), Ltd. (534544.) Regd. 
June 17, 35, Watson-rd., Worksop, Notts, bldr. and 
contractor. Nom. cap.: £4,000. Dirs.: I. E. Pepper 
and Mrs. M. Pepper, 35, Watson-rd., Worksop, Notts. 

Mitre Plant Construction Co. (Shoreham), Ltd. 
(534550.) Regd. June 17, 24-5, Old Steine, Brighton, 
public works contractors, road, drainage and demoli- 
tion contractors, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: 
F. R. Cradock, Witheridge, Knotty Green, Beacons- 
field. 

Verity Bros., Ltd. (534558.) Regd. June 17, 
Yorkshire Penny Bank-chbrs., Colne, Lancs, bldg. 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: G. Verity, 
10, Barcroft-st., Colne. 

Quinton Joinery, Ltd. (534566.) Regd. June 17, 
Narrow-la., Blackheath, Birmingham. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dir.: C. L. Sidaway, 182, Long-la., Black- 
heath, Birmingham. 

C. Tunnah & Son, Ltd. (534569.) Regd. June 17, 
4, Countess-cres., Blackpool, bldrs. and contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.:. F. Tunnah, 4, 
Countess-cres., Blackpool. 

A. C. & E. Hughes, Ltd. (534574.) Regd. June 18, 
bldg. and decorating, etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dirs.: 
A. C. Hughes and J. C. E. Hughes, 50, Alexandra- 
gr., Finchley, N12. 

FE. H. N. Leavey, Ltd. (534582.) Regd. June 18, 
bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. L. S. Griggs, 26, 
Silverdale-gdns., Hayes, Middx, signs as director. 

Eric Ambrose Productions, Ltd. (534583.) Regd. 
June 18, 3, Broad-st.-bldgs., Liverpool-st., EC2, 
technical consultants in matters relating to _bidg. and 
contracting work. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: E 
Ambrose, 5, Willifield-way, NW11. 

J. & F. Fisk (builders), Ltd. (534643.) Regd. 
June 18, 12, The Avenue, Canvey Island, Essex. Nom. 
cap.: £10,000. Dir.: J. F. Fisk, 12, The Avenue, 
Canvey Island, Essex. 

Harris & Co. (Brierfield), Ltd. (534647.) Regd. 
June 18, 109, Sackville-st., Brierfield, bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cav.: £1,000. Dir.: K. Harris, 109, Sackville- 
st., Brierfield. 

Mathews & Tickle, Ltd. (534604.) Regd. June 18, 
15, Port-st., Princes-st., Stockport, heating, ventilating 
and genl. engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
Mathews, 12, Ashburn-rd., Heaton Norris, Stockport. 

Southdown Contractors, Ltd. (534622.) Regd. 
June 18, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., East Grinstead, Sussex, 


_site clearing, bldg. and civil engineering contractors, 


etc. Nom. cap.: £300. Dir.: D. M. Lapraik, 10, The 
Heights, Northolt Park, Greenford. : 

Advanced Heating and Air Conditioning Co., Ltd. 
(534975) Regd. June 26. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: 
F. J. Whyte and Vera S. Whyte, Pickmoss, Otford, 


Kent. 
Air Cabinets (Basingstoke), Ltd. (534976.) Regd. 
June 26, Victoria-bldgs., Victoria-st., Basingstoke, 


mnfrs. of kitchen equipment, heaters, radiators, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: W. O. Aston and Rhoda 
V. Aston, Pretoria, Victoria-st., Basingstoke. 

J. Lowe (Manchester), Ltd. . (535000.) Regd. June 
26, 34, Spring-gdns., Manchester 2, mnfrs. of bath- 
room fittings, tiles, fireplaces, etc. Nom cap.: £1,000. 
Dir.: J. Lowe, 5, Naples-rd., Edgeley, Stockport. 

John Cooper (Blackpool), Ltd. (535001.) Regd. 
June 26, 56, Mosley-st, Manchester 2, bldrs., con- 
tractors and decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
J. Cooper, 10, Frances-st., Monton, Eccles, Lancs. 

T. & B. (Builders), Ltd. (535019.) Regd. June 26, 
24, Chequer-st., St. Albans, Herts. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dir. and ch.: St. Lawrence H. Webb, Bees- 
nest Cottage, Redbourn, Herts. 

Westbury Quarries, Ltd. (535025.) Regd. June 26, 
51, The Park. Yeovil, Som. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Sub.: F. R. Garner, Kirkwood, Mountfield-rd., Ear? 
Shilton, Leics. 

W. J. Harris (Wirral), Ltd. (535026.) Regd. June 
26. The Hollies, Greasby-rd., Greasby, Wirral, Ches, 
bldg. contractors, civil engrs., etc: Nom. cap.: £3,000. 
Dirs.: W. J. Harris and Mrs. D. Harris, The Hollies, 
Greasby-rd., Greasby, Wirral, Ches. 

A. R. Bates (Builders), Ltd. (535029.) Regd. June 
26, Hollybush Lodge, Markyate, bldrs. Nom. cap.: 
£1,000. Dirs.: A. R. Bates and Mrs. M. E. Bates, 
Hollybush Lodge, Markyate. 

Lawrence Services (Byfleet), Ltd. (535065.) Regd. 
June 28, 18, Rectory-cl., Byfleet, Surrey, bldg. con- 
tractors, refractory bldrs.. civil and constructional 
engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: Frances Restorick, 
151, York-rd., Woking. 

F. Hales & Sons, Ltd. (535078.) Regd. June 28, 
la, Marlborough-rd., Castle Bromwich, nr. Birming- 
ham, bldrs. and contractors, engrs., decorators, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £20,000. Subs.: Mrs. C. E. Hales and 
A. F. Hales, 22, Water Orton-rd., Castle Bromwich. 

A. Pettifer (Pershore), Ltd. (535034.) Regd. June 
28, 19, High-st., Pershore, Worcs, bldr. and con- 
tractor. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: A. Pettifer, 19, 
High-st., Pershore, Worcs. 








July : 


Wat 
corp 
Gra 
posi 


























1954 


ther M. 
orthamp- 


gd. June 
Hillbeck- 


June 16, 
£15,000. 
eynuids, 


Regd. 
Nom. 
orge-sq., 


(534538. 
1, bldg. 
or a 


Regd. 
Idr. and 
, Pepper 
>, Notts. 
1), Ltd. 
srighton, 

demoli- 
). Dir.: 
Beacons- 


s, bldg. 
. Verity, 


June 17, 
a. cap.: 
» Black- 


June 17, 
tractors, 
nah, 4, 


June 18, 
, Diss: 
exandra- 


June 18, 
iggs, 26, 
>ctor. 

) Regd. 
» BC2, 
idg. and 
pi Rae. 3 


Regd. 
t. Nom. 
Avenue, 


Regd. 
rs., etc. 
sackville- 


June 18, 
ntilating 
Dir:: J. 
ockport. 

Regd. 
, Sussex, 
itractors, 
10, The 


'o., Ltd. 
. Dirs.: 
Otford, 


Regd. 
ngstoke, 
ors, etc. 
i Rhoda 


ad. June 
of bath- 
- £1,000. 


port. 
Regd. 
$., con- 
0. Dir.: 
Lancs. 
June 26, 
. cap.: 
b, Bees- 


£3,000. 
Hollies, 


7d. June 
n. cap.: 
. Bates, 


Regd. 
ig. con- 
uctional 
estorick, 


June 28, 
Birming- 
Irs, etc. 
ules and 
omwich. 
sd. June 
id con- 
ifer, 19, 














July 30 1954 











THE BUILDER 











TRICOSAL A liquid for integral Hardening 


Waterproofing and resistance to Acids and Oils, in- 
corporated throughout the whole thickness of Concrete, 
Granolithic and Cement Renderings, etc., by absolute 
positive equal distribution. 





FLOROSAL A liquid for the surface 


Hardening of existing Concrete, Granolithic and Stone. 
Gives protection. against Dusting, Acids and Oils. 
Increases resistance to wear and atmospheric 
disintegration. 





NEOCOSAL A colourless liquid applied to 


the surface of Brick, Stone, Concrete, Renderings, etc., 
which penetrates into the surface and acts as a water 


repellent. 
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~and then decide / 


With so many different makes and types of small dumpers, and so many competing claims, the only Chie 
satisfactory way of choosing the right one for your particular job is to make a side-by-side comparison 
On your own site. Test them all—and we venture to say you will be glad you did so ! 

You can try a BENFORD in one or other of the three ways explained 
below. We invite you to do so—and to judge for yourself. 







ee 








There are three versions of the BENFORD Diesel 
Dumper—the Mark 1 at £336 to carry 10 cwt.; Clu 
the Mark 2 at £350 tocarry 12} cwt.; Timst 
the Mark 3 at £359 to carry 15 cwt. 23, G 
Mark 1 recommended for use with 10/7 Mixers; *So 


Mark 2 and 3 with 14/10s. buryn 
Boro 


* 
* HAVE A FREE WORKING shead 
DEMONSTRATION son & 
On your own site with no obligation or cost to you. Just 
‘ *phone Warwick 503 or write to us, and a Land Rover and 
Send for List trailer outfit with a BENFORD dumper and demonstrator aut 
DD|BI7 TODAY ! aboard will visit you on the day and time arranged. surve} 


* OR HAVE ONE ON HIRE WITH di 
OPTION TO PURCHASE Dep. 
You can hire a new BENFORD dumper from us at £8 per bd 
week with the option of outright purchase after 28 days. $3 3 
Decide to buy within the month—the hire charges are 
cancelled and you pay the cash price only. *T¥ 


ham, 
% OR SIMPLY HIRE ONE 
If you feel a free demonstration or an option to purchase *To 
; might put you under an obligation to us, then hire a — Dep. 
BENFORD dumper on straight hire for as long or as short a 
period as you like. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of ¢ and 
mrevious issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


AUGUST 3. 

*Crawley Corporation.—12 shops with maisonettes 
over, also lock-up shop and 12 garages, Ilfield site 5A. 
Chief A, Broad, Crawley. 

AUGUST 6. 

*tWest Sussex CC.—Police houses at Billinghurst; 
London-rd., Bognor Regis; and Goring-way, Worth- 
ing. County A, Chichester. 


AUGUST 7. 
*+Durham CC.—Works at Chopwell school, Trim- 
don parochial school and Wingate RC school. G. R. 
Clayton (F.), County A, Durham. 


AUGUST 9. 


CC.—Schoolkeeper’s house, Lucton sec. 


* {Essex 
H. Conolly (F.), County A, 


sch. for girls, Loughton. 
Chelmsford. 

*tEssex CC.—School (Somers Heath), Ockendon. 
H. Conolly (F.), County A, Chelmsford. 

*tEssex CC.—Classrooms, Wickford prim. sch. H. 
Conolly (F.), County A, Chelmsford. 

*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Board.—Extension to 
nurses’ home, The Friarage Hospital, Northallerton. 
R. Dobbin, Secretary, Dunira-rd., Newcastle upon 
Tyne, 2 

*+Northampton CB.—15 flats and 52 maisonettes 
and flats and 4 maisonettes. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


AUGUST 11. 

*{Burnley CB.—Alterations and extensions, Tod- 
morden-rd. prim. sch. BE&S, 22/24, Nicholas-st. 

*tCoulsdon & Purley UDC.—Pavilion, Grange 
Park recreation ground, Old Coulsdon. H. M. 
Collins, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tFolkestone BC.—Conveniences at The Stade. BE. 
Dep. £3 3s 

*Newcastle upon Tyne Hospital Management Com- 
mittee.—Alterations, Ophthalmic out-patient dept., 
Newcastle General Hospital. P. H. Knighton (A), 
architect. 

*tWilts CC.—Extensions to existing building, two 
pairs of police houses at new divisional police head- 
quarters, Chippenham. F. I. Bowden (A), County A, 
‘Trowbridge. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Sept. 1 


AUGUST 12. 

Clutton RDC.—50 houses with roads and sewers at 
Timsbury. Thomas and Morgan & Ptnrs., architects, 
23, Gelliwastad-rd., Pontypridd. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Temporary classrooms, Shoe- 
uryness (Westborough and Wentworth High schs). 
Boro’ A. Dep. £2 

AUGUST 13. 

*+Richmond BC.—Erection of 24 flats at Town- 
shend-ter. and Grena-rd. Plans prepared by Farquhar- 
son & McMorran, architects and quantities by E. C. 
Pinks & Ptnrs. TC, Town Hall, Richmond, Surrey. 


AUGUST 14. 


Glastonbury TC.—16 flats and two pairs of houses 
on Windmill Hill housing estate. D. A. J. Comfort, 


surveyor, 66, High-st., Glastonbury. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 16. 
*Barry BC.—Public convenience, Broad-st. BE. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
*t Wednesfield UDC.—62 dwellings, Ashmore Park 
site. Thos. A. Peacock, E&S, 29, Bolton-rd. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
AUGUST 18. 

*ftWandsworth BC. a flats, Madeira-rd., Streat- 
ham, SW16. BE&A 

AUGUST 20. 

*Todmorden BC.—Conveniences, Ridgefoot. BE. 

Dep. £1 1s 
AUGUST 21. 

*Accrington BC.—Four shops and 4 flats, Within 
Grove estate. BE&S. Dep. £2. 

*Tetbury RDC.—Six houses, Avening. Gordon 
Payne & Preece, architects, —— House, 67, 
London-rd., Gloucester. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 23. 

ary ae UDC.—Eight flats, Abbs Cross-la. S. 

Dep. £2 2s. 


BC.—171 Hurdsfield. 


Dep. 


*Macclesfield 


dwellings, 
Boro’ A, 3, Jordangate. 2s. 


reconstruction of 


Somerset a and 
Dunball Bridge. oa Wilkes, County S, County 
Hall, Taunton. Fg 
AUGUST 26. 


off Eaton-close, 


*Harrow BC.—Four dwellings 
Melville Richards, 


Dennis-la. estate, Stanmore. J. H. 
BE&S. Dep. £2. 
AUGUST 27. 
*Luton BC.—Scullery, Osborne-rd. 
BE. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Welton RDC.—Eight 


special school. 


houses and 4 bungalows, 


Ingham. Wm. Saunders & Ptnrs., architects, 24, 
Castle Gate, Newark-on-Trent. Dep. £3 3s. 
AUGUST 28. 
Inverness CC.—Six houses at Broadford; 12 at 
Corpach; 8 at Staffin; and 8 at Edinbane. James 


Shankley, quantity surveyor, 2, Hess-walk, Inverness. 
*Reading CB.—St. Michael’s prim. sch. Boro’ A. 


AUGUST 30. 

*Rochdale CB.—19 bungalows, Brothered estate and 
55 dwellings and 5 garages, Park Road estate. q 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Ware RDC.—20 bungalows and 4 garages, Huns- 
don. S, 97, New-rd. Dep. £1 Is. each. 

AUGUST 31. 

Chesterfield TC.—18 flats on the Pevensey estate, 
Newbold. BE&S, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Portsmouth City.—Rebuilding the Guildhall. V.- 
Blanchard, TC. 

SEPTEMBER 1. 

*Leicester City C.—Shopping Centre, New Parks 
estate, Symington, Prince & Pike, architects, De 
Montfort House, De Montfort-sq. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 6. 

*Brighton EC.—New Hollingdean schools. 
26/30, Kings-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 

NO DATE. 
a CB.—Works for 44 flats, Heathfield-rd. 


BE&S, 


*Croydon CB.—Works for 24 flats, Kingsdown-av. 


*Rickmansworth UDC.—82 
estate. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Scottish Special Housing Assn., Ltd.—20 houses, 
Bilston, Midlothian. 15/21, Palmerston-pl., Edin- 
burgh, 12. 


dwellings, Berry-la. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 6. 
*?tSwansea CBC.—Heating services, etc., Fforest 
Hall County Primary School. Boro’ A. Dep. £2. 

















VENEERED BOARD 
The robust structural 
material for all types 
of fabrication. 


"HANDY PANELS 


For renovating existing 
tables and counters. 


PLASTICS 

are made for the job in 
a full range of patterns. 
Write for your copy of: 





“Installi Warerite 

Laminat Plastics’’. 
WARERITE LIMITED - WARE > HERTS 
WAS 
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AUGUST 7. 

*?Blackburn BC.—Repairs to roof at ** Park View,’’ 
Haslingden-rd. E. 

AUGUST 16. 

*Beds. EC.—Installation work at first phase of 
new college of further education. County A, Bedford. 
AUGUST 23. 

*Stepney BC.—Installation of electric lighting and 
power units, Cephas-st. and Doveton-st. schemes. 
BE&S, 227/233, Commercial-rd., El. Dep. £2 2s. 

AUGUST 30. 

*Romford BC.—Demolition Bedfords Mansions. BE. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

NO DATE. 


*Notts CC.—Demolition work, Rufford Abbey. 
County A, Nottingham. Dep. £1 Is. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


AUGUST 13. 
Cuckfield UDC.—Roads and sewers on Ashenground 
estate, Haywards Heath. S. Dep. £2 2s, 
Malton RDC.—Sewerage and sewage disposal works 
at Low Hulton and Brawby. D. H. Moore, consultant 
engineer, 12, Valley Bridge-par., Scarborough. 


AUGUST 16. 

*Barry BC.—Making up road, Plymouth-rd. site and 
Weston Hill site. BE. Dep. £2 2s. each. 

Rothin RDC.—Water supply schemes. Sir Herbert 
Humphries & McDonald, consulting engineers, Park- 
chbrs., 276, Monument-rd., Edgbaston, Birmingham, 
16. Dep. £3. 

AUGUST 30. 

{Buckingham RDC.—Extensions to sewage disposal 
works at Tingewick, Bucks. D. Balfour & Sons, con- 
sulting engineers, 131, Victoria-st., SW1. Dep. £5. 

Dunmow RDC.—Thaxted-Great Easton Valley yk 
Pray No. 9. J. D. & M. Watson, MM.IC 

Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, Swi. — 
£10 10s. 

Marlborough and Ramsey RDC.—Aldbourne 
Drainage—Contract No. 2. John Tayler & Sons, 
consultant engineers, Artillery House, Artillery-row, 
Westminster, SW1:. Dep. £5. 


SEPTEMBER 4. 


Harrogate BC.—Contract for water mains. 
Manager, Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s 


WE & 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Acton.—ScHooL. —Middlesex CC have approved, 
subject to MoE approval, the first instalment of the 
sec. mod. mixed school to be erected at the Elms, 
High-st., Acton, at an est. cost of £160,585. 


Brentford and Chiswick.—ScHooLt.—Subject to 
MoE approval, etc., the MCC propose to erect the 
Brentford and Chiswick new Hogarth jun. boys’, jun. 
girls’ and inf. schs., at an est. cost of £148,600. 


Chelsea.—MalIsoNneTTES.—Guinness Trust propose 
to build 14 maisonettes as a continuation of the de- 
velopment of their Cadogan-st. site. Est. cost, £25,000. 


Dagenham.—BunNGALows. — Ashtons Development 
po Ltd., propose to build 48 bungalows at Chadville- 
gdns. 


Edmonton.—ScHooL.—MCC propose, subject to 
MoE approval, etc., the erection of the Edmonton, 
Fleecefield jun. sch. at an est. cost of £54,990. 


Hackney.—SiTE FoR Housinc.—H & TP Com- 
recommend acquisition of a site at Kenninghall-rd./ 
Lower Clapton-rd. for housing purposes. Sixty dwell- 
ings could be provided. 


Hayes and Harlington.—ScuHooL.—Subject to MoE 
approval, etc., the MCC propose the enlargement of 
brite oy and Harlington sec. mod. sch., est. to cost 


Heston and Isleworth.—Houses.—BC applied to 
borrow £76,544 to advance to British Airways Staff 
Housing Society, Ltd., for erection of 40 houses at 
junction of Vicarage Farm-rd., Bath-rd., and Gt. West- 
rd., and Springwell-rd., known as Heston Site No. 2 


Heston and Isleworth.—CoLLEGe.—MCC propose, 
subject to MoE approval, etc., the second phase of 
development of the Heston and Isleworth, Maria 
Grey Training College, est. to cost £135,180. 


Merton Park.—ScHoot Butpimncs.—Surrey Educa- 
tion Com. have approved in principle the erection of 
new buildings for the Rutlish School on the site of 
the John Innes Institute, at an est. cost of £179,266. 
Designs by the County 


Richmond.—F.Lats.—Farquharson & McMorran, 
FF.RIBA, 14, North Audley-st., WI, have prepared 
plans for the erection of 24 flats in three-storey blocks 
at Townshend-ter. and Grena-rd. The quantity sur- 
veyors are E. C. Pinks & Ptnrs., Parliament-mans., 
Victoria-st., SW1. 

St. Pancras.—APPoINTMENT.—Planning and Hsg. 
Development Com. have appointed Edward Armstrong 
and Frederick MacManus, | FF. — as architects 
for the Regents Park Areas ‘‘ E” and “ F.’” 
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St. P. -—PuBLIC-HOUSE.—BC to proceed with 
erection of ‘‘ Prince Alfred ’’ PH as part of Golding- 
ton-cres. housing scheme. Architect is I. M. 
ee FRIBA, 16, Old Buildings, Lincoln’s Inn, 


St. Pancras.—F.Lats.—A scheme prepared by Bridge- 
water and Shepheard, ARIBA, 42, Bruton-pl., WI, 
for 76 flats at Albert-st. has been approved by Planning 
and Hsg. Development Com, 

Stoke Newington.—FLats AND MAISONETTES.— 
Housing Com. approved plans prepared by Howes and 
» 1, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, 
WC1, for 58 flats and 20 maisonettes as an extension 
of the Burma-mews/Green-lanes scheme which is now 
being erected. E. C. Harris & Ptnrs., have been 
appointed quantity surveyors. 

Stoke Newington.—FLaTLets.—Miss Edith Rogers, 
18, Old Church-rd., Chingford, has been granted town 
planning permission by BC to erect 10 flatlets partly 
on site of 1, Adolphus-rd. and partly in garden of 134, 
Queen’s-dr. 

Stoke Newington.—BC has received stages II and 
III planning permission from LCC for proposed de- 
velopment of the Sandbrook-rd./Harcombe-rd. site 
by the erection of 22 dwellings. 

Stoke Newington.—APpomNnTMENT. —Housing Com. 
recommend appointment of E. C. Harris & Ptnrs., 3, 
Bedford-sq., WCl, as quantity surveyors for pro- 
posed housing scheme (36 dwellings) on Albion-rd./ 
Clissold-cres. site, and also for the proposed scheme 
of 14 dwellings and 7 garages on Queen Elizabeth’s- 
walk and rear of Gordon Lodge site. 

Wimbledon.—Fiats, Etc.—Surrey T & CP Com. 
have approved conditionally application of BC to 
develop sites of 21-27, Worple-rd. by erection of flats, 
shops, or a multiple store, with public car park. 

Wimbledon.—WrLFARE CENTRE, ETC.—BS has sub- 
mitted plans for development by Surrey CC of part of 
= of 9, Amity-grove as a Welfare Centre and School 

inic. 

Wimbledon.—Bui_piInc PLots.—BC has given con- 
ditional approval to outline application for permission 
to divide land attached to ‘* Curriehill,’? 10, Arthur- 
td., into 11 building plots. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—RC Authorities propose tech. gram. 
sch. between Arden Hall and Peel Park. 

Alnwick.—RDC to consider acquisition of Manor 
House Hotel and Seafield, Alnmouth, for conversion 
into flats. Architects, Reavell & Cahill, Lloyds Bank- 
chbrs., Alnwick. 

Belper.—RDC propose the erection of 32 houses at 
the rear of the Florence Nightingale Memorial Hall, 
Lea Hurst Estate, Holloway. 

Billinge.—-UDC have reserved site in Newton-rd. 
for erection of shops. 

Bingley.—UDC propose the erection of flats at Cul- 
lingworth, Wilsden and Harden. 

Birkenhead.—BC ‘propose extensions to police HQ. 
Architects, Willink & Dod, Cunard-bldgs., Liverpool. 
—BC approved plans for:—741 dwelling units and 10 
shops at Woodchurch-rd., Holm-la. and Fiat-la., for 
Boultons (Bebington), Ltd., School-la., Higher Bebing- 
ton.—10 houses and garage at Arrow Park-rd., Lees- 
wood-rd. and Mavis-rd., for S. Burrows & Sons, Ltd., 
Joan-ave., Moreton.—Six shops and houses at Pensby- 
td., for E. Williams & Sons, Ltd., 15, Grange-rd. 
West. Plans by Richard Davies, Son & Escolne.—Six 
houses and garages at St. Albans-rd., for E. Williams 
& Sons, Ltd. Plans by Richard Davies, Son & 
Escolne. 

Blaydon-on-Tyne.—William Leech (Builders), Ltd.. 
2, Cleyton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, is to erect houses 
on 20 acres forming the grounds of Stella Hall, 
Blaydon. 

Bootle.—Circuits Management Assoc., 
House, 59, New Oxford-st., WC1, propose erection 
of a new ‘‘ Broadway Cinema ”’ at Stanley-rd. Archi- 
tects are T. P. Bennett & Son, 43, Bloomsbury-sq., 


Ltd., Albion 


Bradford.—Bradford Dyers’ Assoc., Ltd., propose 
erection of a laboratory at George-st. and Gt. Cross- 
st., at the rear of Exchange Stn. 

Brighton.—EC to build a four-class inf. sch. ad- 


jacent to proposed new three-class St. Joseph’s (RC) 


sch. on Hollingbury estate. 

_ Brighton.—TC to build a factory at Hollingbury 
light industria! area for C.V.A. Jigs, Moulds & Tools, 
Ltd.—TC to build flats are follows:—20 at junction of 
Birdham-rd. and Moulescomb-way, to cost £25,800 
(est.); 24 flats on infilling site, Hallinbury estate, to 
cost £32,000 (est.); 48 on site ‘“‘B’’ (Clelwood-cl.), 
Hollingbury, to cost £65,600 (est.); 14 at junction of 
Carden-hill and Woodbourne-ave., to cost £21,100 
(est.); 18 at Norwich-dr., Lower Bevendean, to cost 
£24,850 (est.). 

Burnley.—TC propose adaptation and extension to 
Healey Hall to form home for aged, £15,713 est. 

Buxton.—BC approved plans for development of in- 
dustrial estate at Grin Works (Road A.53), for G. W. 
Eves, Ltd. 
_ Cheadle (Cheshire).—UDC propose erection of pub- 
lic hall at Heald Green. 

Chester.—Densons, Ltd., 
premises. 

Chester.—EC received Ministry approval for inclu- 


sion of a new four-form entry mixed mod. sch. in 
1955 programme. 


propose rebuilding of 
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Chester-le-Street.—RDC uailotted to Durham CC site 
for family group home. G. R. Clayton, County A, 
Court-la., Durham. 

Chesterfield.—BC propose erection of six houses at 
Dunston-la. and 12 at Rydalcres. 

Chesterfield.—BC approved erection of police houses 
and garages at -dr., Peveril-rd. and Whitecotes- 
la., for Derbys CC. 

Church.—UDC seek loan £17,818 for erection of 14 
houses on Riding Barn estate. 

Consett.—S. C. Cook, haulage contractor, Taylor- 
st., Consett, to build large house in Woodlands-rd., 
Shotley Bridge. Cost, including land, £12,000. 

Dewsbury.—BC approved plans:—Five shops and 
three flats at Croftlands and Guernsey-rds., for E. 
Kilburn & Son. 

Durham.—City C received approval from —— 
for scheme to build crematorium. City E, J. W. 
Green. 

Durham.—City Council is seeking permission to ex- 
tend its boundaries to take in another 530 acres of 
land required for housing at Framwellgate Moor. 
City E. is J. W. Green. 

Eccles.—RC Authorities propose new sec. sch. at 
the rear of St. Gilbert’s prim. sch.—BC approved 
plans for 26 dwellings at the Brookhouse estate.—Shell 
Mex & BP, Ltd., propose offices at their Silk-st. depot. 

Eston (Yorks)—UDC proposes acquiring 22 acres 
in Normanby-rd. for housing purposes.—A site in 
Penge ge South Bank, has been decided upon 
by UDC for proposed public baths.—A_ building 
licence at £13,970 has been issued to Dorman Long & 
Co... Lia. Middlesbrough, for proposed alterations to 
their Cleveland Works. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Ravenseft Properties, Ltd., 
52, Charles-st., W1, are planning a shopping centre on 
Leam-la. housing estate. Firm’s architects are Fewster 
& Partners, 22, Conduit-st., W1. 

Gateshead.—TC received loan sanction for £125,156 
for erection of 98 ‘‘ Tarslag’’ houses; and £213,450 
for 150 ‘* Dorran ”’ houses. 


Gateshead.—H. J. Heinz & Co., food manufacturers, 
New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are to erect ware- 
houses and offices in Hawks-rd., to plans by Mauchlen 
& Weightman, 12, Saville-row, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Houghton-le-Spring.—William | Leech - (Builders), 
Ltd., 2, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are to erect 
houses on a site of 6} acres at Shiney-row. 


Keighley.—Keighley Methodist Circuit propose 
erection of school chapel at Guard House Estate. 


Lancaster.—Lancs CC approved the erection of new 
chemistry and engineering laboratories at Lancaster 
and Morecambe College of Further Education in 1955 
programme. 


Lanchester.—RDC opening out angel at Castleside for 
building of eight houses. Plans by § 


Leeds.—Five shops and a restaurant are involved in 
a proposed large-scale expansion to the premises of 
Schofields (Leeds), Ltd., the department store firm. 
Tt is hoped to start operation at the end of January 
and the work of rebuilding will be done in stages. 


Liverpool.—TC approved erection of 89 flats and 80 
maisonettes at Netherfield-rd. area, 55 flats and eight 
houses at Hill-st. area, 63 flats and 20 maisonettes at 
Gt. Homer-st., 16 flats at Berwick-st., and 21 flats 
at Smithdown-la. 

J. Davis & Co. (Liverpool), Ltd., 
clothing factory and offices at Greek- ‘st. Architects, 
David J. Lewis, Angle-bldgs., Dale-st., Liverpool.— 
A. H. Letheren, timber merchants, 36, St. Anne-st., 
Liverpool, propose large garage premises a 32, &. 
Anne-st. Architect, Stanley E. Tucker, 20, Dale-st., 
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A Permanent Cure for 
SMOKY CHIMNEYS 


The ‘Ventamatt’ prevents 
down-draught and increases 
up-draught, irrespective of 
wind direction. There are 
no moving parts, no small 
holes to get choked and the 
design is of the straight 
through type to facilitate 
sweeping. Specified and 
used by Public Authorities, 
Architects, Builders and 
Property Owners every- 
where. 


Pat. Nos. 424983, 476855. 


VENTAMATT 


Down-Draught Preventing CHIMNEY POT 


Sole Manufacturers: 


AVIS ENGINEERING CO. LTD., 


Ley Street, Ilford, Essex. Tel.: Ilford 2021 
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Liverpool 2.—Eric Bemrose, Ltd., propose extensions 
to factory and erection of a new ‘canteen at Long-la., 
Fazackerley. Plans by own staff. 


Lytham St. Annes.—BC approved  eery for 10 
bungalows at Mayfield-rd., tor essrs. & Harri- 
son, and seven terraced houses at St. "tae. 
for Arnold Ingham & Son. 


Manchester.—Albert Wallwork, Ltd., Chorlton-cum- 
Hardy, propose erection of 12 flats at Henry-st. and 
Cotton-hill, Withington. Plans by H. Shuttleworth, 
126, Sale-rd., Wythenshawe.—Pauldens, Ltd., propose 
reinstatement of showrooms to departmental store, 
Stretford-rd. and Higher Cambridge-st., Hulme. 

Manchester.—Walmer Manufacturing Co., Ltd., 
propose extensions to factory at Portugal-st. East, 
Heyrod-st. and Churchgate-bldgs.,, Ancoats. Plans 
by Littlewoods MOS Architects’ Dept., 152a, London- 
rd., Liverpool.—W. J. Brookes, Ltd., propose new 
office block and canteen. at their factory at the corner 
of Bradnor-rd. and Sharston-rd., Wythenshawe. Con- 
sulting engineers, Taylor, Whalley & Spyra, 103, Port- 
land-st., Manchester. 


Market Drayton.—UDC approved erection of further 
27 houses at Salisbury View, and five bungalows at 
Salisbury-rd. 


Middlesbrough.—_TPC Comm. granted permission 
to Binns, Ltd., to build new store at junction Lin- 
thorpe-rd. / Newport-rd. 


Middleton.—BC approved ~~ for 16 houses at 
Penrhyn-ave., Alkrington, for J. Saxon & Sons, Dids- 
bury.—38 houses off Mainway to Moss-la., for Booth 
Tonge & Co., Cheetham-st.—Rebuilding 
‘* Gardeners Arms,’ Hollin-la., for Crown Brewery 
Co., Ltd., Bury. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Domestic science and work 
rooms to be built to Westgate sec. sch. Plans by 
City A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans by J. W. Taylor & Son, 
Gallowgate, for canteen and staff dining-room at 
tobacco factory of John Sinclair, Ltd., Bath-la., New- 
castle, approved. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—M. A. McKenzie, 1, Eldon- 
sq., architect for Methodist Church Hall at West-rd. 
and Condercum-rd., Newcastle. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensions to be made to West- 
field Club and Institute, Westgate-rd. Architect, J. 
Moffat, Cheviot View, Penteland, Newcastle. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Benton and _ District Social 
Club seek site on Longbenton estate for proposed 
club. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City Council is to acquire, 
compulsorily, 311 acres at Newbiggin Hall and 53 
acres at Westerhope for housing. City A, George Ken- 
yon, 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Newcombe & Newcombe, 23, 
Eldon-sq., Newcastle, are architects for additions to 
All Saints’ Church, Creighton-gdns.—EC is to erect 
domestic science and woodwork rooms at Westgate 
Hill sec. mod. sch. City A is G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth- 
market, Newcastle. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Newcastle Breweries,  Ltd., 
Haymarket, Newcastle-on-Tyne, are negotiating for 
acquisition of land in Hill-st. for bottling factory, etc., 
to cost £650,000.—Rowntree & Co., Cocoa Works, 
York, are seeking site on Fawdon industrial estate for 
a factory to cost about £1m.—Scott & Turner, Ltd., 
manufacturing chemists, Gallowgate, Newcastle, are 
to transfer their Gallowgate works to a site at 
Fawdon. Cost about £1m. 


Newcastle-under-Lyme.—BC approved plans for:— 
Medical treatment centre at Holditch Colliery, for the 
NCB,—Factory building at Apedale, for Effra Sales & 
Service, Ltd.—Abattoir at Michells Wood Farm, for 
Mr. G. Baskeyfield.—Shops and flats at Windermere- 
rd., Clayton, for the Silverdale Co-operative Society, 
Ltd. 


Northallerton.—Plans have been approved for a new 
wing to the nurses’ home at Friarage Hospital, for 
Newcastle Hospital Brd., ‘* Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Plans are by the Brd’s Chief A 
(P. H. Knighton), in conjunction with Brierley, Syme 
& Leckenby, 13, Lendal, York. 


North Riding.—CC to build home for “old people 
in Thorntree-rd., Thornaby-on-Tees. Plans by 
County A, Northallerton. 


North Riding.—EC’s building programme for next 
year will. include eight mew schs. costing about 
£500,000. The schools are the Redcar West mod. sch., 
Stokesley gram. mod. sch., Eston South ‘Bank cty. jun. 
sch., Leeming Northallerton RAF Stn. cty. prim. sch., 
Colburn Catterick cty. prim. sch., Thirsk gram. mod. 
sch., Guisborough mod. sch., and Skelton cty. sch, 


North Riding.—EC expects to begin work early next 
year on first stage of a £400,000 tech. college at Red- 
car. Architects are Gollins, Melville Ward & Partners, 
15, Manchester-sq., W1. First instalment will cost 
£120,000 


North Shields—A commercial garage, showrooms 
and five lock-up shops are to be built in Albert-rd. 
for W. H. Daniels. Architects, F. R. N. Haswell & 
Son, 77, Tyne-st., North Shields (steelwork). 


Northumberland.—Lynemouth and District Social 
Club, Ashington, to extend club premises. Secretary, 
J. Huntley. 

Oldham.—Theatre Royal, 


recently sold to Mr. 


David Horwich, Manchester, may be adapted as new 


cinema. 
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There are Rawlplug Fixing Devices for 
almost every material in the world... 


What an astonishing variety there is in Rawlplug Fixing 
Devices! You want an air and watertight screw fixing in 
sheet metal or glass? Use a Rawinut! Or a fixing in a 
lath and plaster ceiling? Rawlplug Spring Toggles! Fixing 
conduit to steel girders without drilling? Rawlclips! For 
screw fixings in brick, stone, etc., there’s the famous and 
speedy Rawiplug; for bolting down machines, Rawlbolts 
and Bolt Anchors. Whether it is breeze or cork, plasterboard, 
plastic or cavity brick, use the right Rawlplug Fixing 
Device and your difficulties vanish. 

If you have a fixing problem, write our Technical Service Dept. 
They will be delighted to help you. 


THE RAWLPLUG 
COMPANY LTD. 


CROMWELL RD., 
LONDON, S.W.7 
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THE FIRST COST IS 
THE LAST COST! 


Specify ‘RHODES’ and Satisfy Clients 


Write for booklet from... 


The most dependable and efficient 

method for hanging double-hung sashes, 

shop-fronts, blackboards, service lifts and 
sliding doors. 


Install RHODES’ PULLEYS 
AND SASH CHAINS 


and avoid... 

@ Future maintenance costs 

@ Damage to wood and paint work 

@ Risk of personal injury through breaking 
sash cords. 


RHODES CHAINS LTD. 


BEACON HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 
CHANCERY 8135/6/7 ‘RHODESPACA’ LONDON 














AN EXTRA ROOM WITH Ln ‘Denison’ DISAPPEARING LOFT LADDER 


















9 TOTHILL STREET, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W.1 
es Telephone: ABBey 4471/2 


with SAFE and INSTANT ACCESS 


ie nein 


Designed and developed by experienced engineers to work smoothly 
and without trouble. Made of high-grade aluminium alloy, combining 
strength and lightness. Flat, non-slip treads, 3 in. wide. Working 
parts reduced to a minimum, no complicated balance weights to 
go wrong. See it working at our London Showroom. 


FULL DETAILS FROM: 


HENRY L. COCKLE LTD. 


The Truck and Ladder Centre 
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Rainford.—UDC approved development of old Tar 
Works site at Old-la., by Robertsons Buckley (Oil 
Storage), Ltd., Liverpool, for additional storage pur- 
poses. 

Rotherham.—EC received approval for inclusion of 
a jun. and inf. sch. at Broom-la. in 1955 programme. 
—BC to prepare plans for a hostel for aged persons at 
Broom Valley estate. 

Rowley Regis.—TC propose erection of Cornish 
Unit type dwellings at Overend-rd., Cradley Heath. 

Salop.—EC received approval for following 1955-56 
programme: Oswestry Mod. Sch., £151,000 est.; Pool 
Hill Modern, £125,300 est.; and St. Martins, £115,000 
est. 

Scarborough.—Baker & Clark, York-pl., Scar- 
borough, ‘architects for nine flats in Weydale- ave., for 
G. Wrig ht & Sons; and reconstruction of ‘*‘ Ramshill 
Hotel,’’ Ramshill-rd., for Scarborough & Whitby 
Breweries, Ltd.—TC ‘submitted sketch plans to MoF 
for proposed abattoir at Seamer. 

Sheffield.—Reg. Hospital Brd. appointed Messrs. 
Gleeds, 21, Victoria-st., Nottingham, as quantity sur- 
veyors for resident nursing staff accommodation, cen- 
tral boiler houses and three new ward units at Gran- 
tham and Kesteven General Hospital, and Arthur J. 
Willis & Thompson, 41/42, Parliament-st., SW1, as 
quantity surveyors for the reconstruction of 16 ward 
units at Nottingham City General Hospital.—Appointed 
Young & Hal!, 9, Southampton-row, WC1, as archi- 
tects for remodelling of casualty dept. at Derbyshire 
Royal Infirmary, Derby. 

South Shields.—EC expects to start work before next 
March on a new cty. sec. sch. to accommodate 900 
pupils. Architects are Page, Son & Hill, 75, King- 
st., South Shields, and the quantity surveyor, J. S 
Glover, 13, Winchester-st., South Shields. 

South Shields.—Corp. finance com. has approved 
sketch plans by Boro’ E (John Reid) for extensions to 
Town Hall. Cost will be about £89,000. 

Stockport.—Ridings Stores, Ltd., Manchester, pro- 
pose the conversion of shop premises at 2 and 4, Lower 
Hillgate, into modern store premises. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—It is hoped to proceed soon with 
scheme for construction of church, hall and vicarage 
at Roseworth, for Durham Diocesan Brd. of Finance, 
The College, Durham. Preliminary plans prepared, 
but no detailed plans or quantities yet taken out. 
Architects, Cordingley & McIntyre, The College, 
Durham. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—TC to proceed with erection on 
Pertrack site of about 40 houses and 66 flats. Plans 
by Boro’ A. 

Stokesley.—Spence & Price, 26, St. Mary’s-pl., New- 
castle-on-Tyne, are architects for proposed additions 
to Friends’ sch. at Great Ayton. Cost will be about 
£10,000. 

Sunderland.—EC is expected to begin work next year 
on a jun. tech. sch. at Ryhope. Boro’ A is H. C. 
Bishop, Grange House, Stockton-rd., Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—Boro’ A (H. C. Bishop) has prepared 
plans for additional classroom at Monkwearmouth 
gram. sch.—W. T. R. Milburn, 17, Fawcett-st., 
Sunderland, have prepared layout plans for the High 
Barnes estate for Pattison Bros.—Layout plans for 
six houses in Leighton-rd. have been prepared by 
Matkin & Hawkins, Barclays Bank-chbrs., Sunderland, 
for J. Prentice, builder, Sunderland.—Page, Son & 
Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields, have prepared plans 
for 26 bungalows and 24 houses at Strawberry Farm, 
for R. G. Finlay, Ltd., builders, Ryhope, Sunderland. 
—G. T. Brown & Son, 53, Fawcett-st., Sunderland, 
are architects for 12 houses in Crosslea-ave., for 
Hunter & Son, Ltd., builders, Deptford, Sunderland. 

Tynemouth.—Corp. welfare com. proposes building 
a hostel for old people at The Elms, North Shields. 
Boro’ E is D. M. O’herlihy, 16, Northumberland-sq., 
North Shields. 

Wallsend.—Swan Hunter & Wigham Richardson, 
Ltd., Wallsend, shipbuilders, are to erect workshops 
on three acres between Wallsend and Garville railway 
stns. 

West Bromwich.—BC seek Ministry approval for 
alterations and conversions at Shenstone Lodge board- 
ing sch. to provide accommodation for maladjusted 
children. 

Worsley.—Lancs CC propose extensions to Wors- 
ley Tech. College in 1955 programme. Plans by Cty. 
A, G. Noel Hill, County Office, Preston. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

t Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes rec 

§ Denotes accepted —— to par 

q Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Ayr.—Plans prepared and approved for the erection 
at Dalmalling housing site of houses. Thomas 
O’Brien (F), architect, Municipal-bidgs., High-st., Ayr. 
*Blackburn (Dumbarton), Ltd., Castle-st., Jamestown. 

Brighouse.—Following for BC:—12 aged persons’ 
bungalows at Rastrick Field-la. estate: *H. Castle & 





Sons; Ltd., £12,631; six aged persons’ bungalows at. 


Rastrick Field-la. estate and eight single persons’ 
= at Cain-la. estate: *J. & J. Fee, £6,686 and 
Burnley.—Extensions and adaptation of ‘* White- 
acres ’’ as a hostel for aged: *Peace & ae: Ltd., 
Brighton-st., Red Bank, Manchester 4, £13,719 


THE BUILDER 


Bury.—Extensions at Cromptons Paper Mill, Stub- 
bins: *T. & J. Foster, Ramsbottom. 


Camberwell.—Erection of 130 dwellings on housing 
site No. 50 (Pelican Yard) for BC. *Wates, Ltd., 
£327,636. 


Chesterfield.—Erection of Newbold sec. sch., for 
EC: *C. E. Gaunt & Sons, Ltd., West Bars, Chester- 
field, £138,968. 

Congleton.—58 houses at the Buglawton estate, for 
BC: *J. T. Yearsley, Parnelscroft, Park-la., Congle- 
ton. 

Dagenham.—Erection of 7 shops. 14 flats and 20 
garages at Rainham-rd., South for BC.*Edward Glenny 
and Sons, Ltd., £30,655. 

Doncaster.—Extensions to premises at Dalby Carr 
Bank, for Darlington Fencing Co., Ltd.: *T. Jenkin- 
son & Sons (Doncaster), Ltd., Bentley-rd., Doncaster. 

Dudley.—Erection of 206 houses at the Saltwells 
estate, and four blocks of flats at Eve-la., for BC: 
*Eadie & Co. (Wolverhampton), Ltd., 29, Waterloo- 
rd., Wolverhampton, £288,585 and £19,750. 


Edinburgh.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
erection at Spey-st. of 60 flats. A. G. Forgie (A), 
architect, Municipal-chbrs., High-st., Parliament-sq., 
Edinburgh. *The Scottish Construction Co., Ltd., The 
Chambers, St. Vincen-st., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared for SMT Sales & Service 
Co., Ltd., 38, Fountainbridge, Edinburgh, for new 
depot service and filling stn. to be erected at Finnies- 
ton-st. and Lancefield Quay: *The Kelvin Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Lochburn-rd., Possilpark, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Erection of a new footbridge, for Corp. 
at Polmadie. James MacMillan Riddet, MInstCE, 
Planning and Works Offices, Municipal-bldgs., George- 
sq., Glasgow: *Melville, Dundas & Whitson, Ltd., 
Glasgow, £45,007. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions to Stow College of Building and 
Engineering. Architectural and Planning Dept., 
Municipal-bldgs., George-sq., Glasgow: *Thomas 
Henderson & Son, Ltd., 6, Sommerville-st., Scots- 
toun, Dumbartonshire, £15,860. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at 235/239, Cambridge-st., Garnet- 
hill: *R. D. Stewart & Co., Ltd., 83, Wellshot- rd., 
Tollcross, Lanarkshire. 


Glasgow.—Plans prepared and approved for altera- 
tions and additions at Possilpark: *A. & J. Main & 
Co., Ltd., the Clydesdale lron Works, Possilpark, 
Glasgow. 

Greenock.—Plans have beeen approved for new 
motor bus garage and workshops for the Scottish 
Motor Traction Co., Ltd., to be erected at an est. 
cost of £130,000, at Ladyburn: *The Kelvin Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Lochburn Contracting Works, Mary- 
hill, Glasgow, NC3. 

Greenock.—Plans have been approved for new 
reconstruction and additions to the Highlanders 
Academy destroyed by fire, for which the architects 
are Crawford & Neil (A), Cathcart-st., Greenock: 
*Robert Johnstone & Co., Ltd., 41, Main-st., 
Greenock. 











“THE BUILDER” 
COST of BUILDING CHART 
Current Edition Ready 


THE Cost of Building Chart 
which Mr. H. #. Venning, FRICS, 
first prepared in 1952 for “ The 
Builder’? and reprinted in 1953, has 
now been brought up to date to include 
current materials prices and_ the 
wages increases of 1d. per hour 
(granted as from February 1) and 
of 14d. per hour awarded by the 
National Foint Council to take effect 
on May 24. 

The chart shows (1939 being taken 
as datum at 100) that the level of 
building costs now stands at 332, a 
rise since January, 1953, of 12 points. 

The chart and accompanying table 
of wages increases and guarantees 
since 1939 are being reprinted on light 
card. Copies may be ordered from 
the Publisher, ‘‘ The Builder,’ The 
Builder House, Catherine-street, 
Aldwych, WC2, price 1s. each, 
plus 3d. postage for any number of 
copies up to 12. Orders for 12 or 
more charts will be sent post free. 
Cash should accompany orders. 
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Greenwich.—34 flats for BC. F. H. Cee, S. 
MICE, MIMunE, BE&S. Quantities by G. 
White, FRICS, London and Cardiff. 16 flats at Tom 
ber/Ruthin-rds.: *Hawker, Smith, Ltd., 1, West-st., 
Erith, £28,677; 18 flats at Kidbrooke-gr.: *M. J. Deane 
& Co., Ltd., 84, Woodhill, SE18, £28,000. 

Island of Orkney.—Plans prepared and approved 
for the new Infant sch. to be erected at Papdale at 
a cost of approx. £43,000, for the Corporation of 


Kirkwall. Hugh S. MacDonald (F), Burgh A, 18, 
Princes-st., Thurso, Caithness. *Alexander Hall & 
Son (Builders), Ltd., Northfield Contracting Works, 
Granitehill-rd., Aberdeen. 


Kilmarnock.—Plans prepared and approved for the 
erection of 24 flats on the Outbank housing site. N. S. 
Sutherland (F), architect, Master of Works Offices, 
Municipal-bldgs., Kilmarnock. Excavation, brick 
building and allied works, *Paterson Bros., Ltd., 
Pathfoot, Kilwinning, £14,112; Plumbing, sanitary 
engineering and allied works, *Matthew Maxwell, 
Ltd., 28, West Netherton-st., £3,790; Joinery, car- 
pentry, ironmongery and allied works, *John Dickson 
& Sons, Ltd., 21, Waterside-st., £8,493; Steel windows, 
casements and allied works, *Henry Hope & Sons, 
Ltd., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, WC2, £783; Plaster, 
lathing, cement and allied works, *Kilmarnock Cor- 
poration Direct Labour Department, £2,331; Roof- 
tiling, roughcasting and allied works, *D. Hutcheson 
& Son, 35, New-st., Irving, £1,775. (Others of Kil- 
marnock.) 

{Londen (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of £500 
or over for week ended July 24:— 

Building Work: James McCreedy, Ltd., 
gomery-rd., Cregagh, Belfast. 
etc.: A. Monk & Co., Ltd., 
Lancs. Re-surfacing Work: Roads Reconstruction 
(1934), Ltd., Stoneleigh House, Frome, Somerset; 
O. J. Elliott & Co., Ltd., Badminton-rd., Winter- 
bourne, Near Bristol; Wm. Briggs & Sons, Ltd., East 
Camperdown-st., Dundee; Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
Hammersmith Bridge-rd., London, W6; The Generai 
Asphalte Co., Ltd., Grafton-rd., London, NWS; 
Amey’s Asphalt Co. a x: Ss Sutton Courtenay, 
Abingdon, Berks; Wirksworth’ Quarries, Ltd., 286, 
Pentonville-rd., London, Nl. 

General Maintenance Work: Joseph Whittle, Ballast 
Bank, Inverkeithing, Fife; Lewis & Watters, Ltd., 
Lillington, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire; Walter G. 
Birch (Harrogate), Ltd., Montpelier House, Harro- 
gate; Haymills (Contractors), Ltd., Hanger Green, 
Western-ave., London, WS. - Painting Work: F. 
Labbett & Sons, 88, Willoughby-st., Nottingham; 
Singleton Decorators, Ltd., Westminster-bldgs., High- 
st., Doncaster. 


London (Metropolitan Police).—Contracts placed by 
Metropolitan Police:— 

Formation of additional offices at Notting Hill 
police stn.: *Ratcliffe & Ratcliffe, £650. External 
painting and repairs at 1/31, Greengate-st., Plaistow: 
*E. Kilburn, £1,145. Painting and minor repairs at 
Edmonton police stn. and section house: *J. E. Patter- 
son & Son, £661. External repairs, etc., at Arbour- 
sq. police stn.: *R. Woollaston & Co., £997. External 
painting, etc., at Bow district garage: *E. Kilburn, 

(London (MOW).—Contracts placed by MOW dur- 
ing week ended July 17. 

London: Royal Courts of Justice, WC2, external 
decorations, Alfred Bagnall and Sons, Ltd., 1, 
Uxbridge-rd., W12; Royal Naval College, Greenwich, 
SE, internal cleaning and decoration, C. and T. 
Painters, Ltd., Mordaunt-rd., NW10; Royal Naval 
College Chapel, Greenwich, SE, internal re-decoration, 
Ashby and Horner, Ltd., 21, Bevis Marks, 4 
Royal Courts of Justice, wc2, internal painting and 
cleaning, Alfred Bagnall and Sons, Ltd., 141, 
_xbridge-rd., W12; Commonwealth Relations ’ Office; 
ning Charles-st., SWI, internal cleaning and paint- 
ing, Decorative Art Guild, Ltd. 43, Lower Belgrave- 
st., Eaton-sq., SW1; Old Finchley Manual Exchange, 
Dollis Park, N3, alterations to form new ring tele- 
graph office, John Mather (Bidrs.), Ltd., Northamp- 
ton-sq., EC1. Anglesey (Wales): Post Office Garage 
Glanhwfa-rd.. Llangefni, alterations, Wm. Griffith 
and Son, Benllch, Anglesey. Bedfordshire: Cranfield 
College of Aeronautics, Bedford, internal decorations, 
Howley Decorations, Ltd., 140, Midland-rd., Luton, 


Mont- 
Runway Construction, 
Padgate, Warrington, 


ds. 

Kent: HPO and TE, Maidstone, erection of exten- 
sion, C. E. Wallis and Sons, Ltd., Broadmead Works, 
Maidstone, Kent. Montgomeryshire: Post Office 
Garage, Daniels Factory, Maengwyn-st_, Machynileth, 
alterations, D. R Pugh and Son, Gwynfa, Dolgelley. 
Norfolk: Post Office Eng. Depot, Tuckswood, Nor. 
wich, erection of buildings, Stage 1, Phase 2, J. 
Youngs and Son, Ltd., City Road Works, Norwich. 
Somersetshire: Post Office, Langport, Somerset, roof 
repairs, H. Hoskings, Ltd., Curry Rivel, Taunton, 
Somerset. Staffordshire: Post Office, Beatty Hall, 
Yarnfield, external decorations, Edwin W. Cartlidge 
(Shelton), Ltd., 10a, Wellesley-st., Shelton, Stoke- 
on-Trent; Post office, High-st., Cheadle, adaptations, 
Elsby Bros, Sneyd Hill, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent. 
Sussex: Coastguard Station, West-st. Selsey, erection 
of coastguard’s bungalow, and alterations to existing 
house and external works at West-st., Selsey, Norman 
Cheney, Ltd., West-st., Bognor Regis. 

{London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by WD 
during week ended July 17:— 

Monmouthshire: Building, Geo. Harris & Co., Here- 
ford. Hampshire: Building. C. F. Wade & Co. (IOW), 
Ltd., St. Helens, IOW; Building, G. W. Oliver & 
Sons, Ltd.; Basingstoke. Berkshire: Painting, Fields, 
Ltd., Reading. Dorsetshire: Building, G. J. Furneaux, 
Ltd., Christchurch. 
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Macclesfield.—37 houses at the Hurdsfield estate, 
for BC: *Sparkes & Yearsley, Congleton, £45,880. 
















UILDERS OF THE 
NORTHERN COUNTIE 
AREA 


THIS interests YOU 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


has branches at 


BERWICK-UPON-TWEED : DURHAM 
MORPETH : NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 
TYNEMOUTH 


This organisation offers unrivalled and 
expert services, including an advantageous 
Insurance Scheme. 


I) INCLUSIVE SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 per annum 
i ALL ALLIED TRADES WELCOMED 


Phone or write to: 
The Northern Area Secretary 
123/125 Clayton Street 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 
Tel.: 20353 











THE BUILDER 


Mansfield.—Further 13 houses at the Ladybrook 
estate, for BC: *A. H. Smith (Builders), Ltd., £15,911. 


6g gt RE of 10 houses at Park End, 
for TC: *J. Cresswell, 27, Cargo Fleet-rd., Middles- 
brough. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—Following for BC:—Eight 
houses at Crackley Bank: *A. E. Warren, £11,047; 26 
houses at Lower Crackley: *A. Jones, £37, 416; 39 
houses at Lower Crackley: *G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., 
£55,328; nine houses at Tolke-rd.: *Universal Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., £12,519; 12 flats at Friarswood 
Mill site: *J. Jones, Ltd., £16,814; 55 houses and four 
maisonettes at Lower Crackley: "*Madew & Wardel, 
Ltd., £80,279; four additional houses at Park site, 
Silverdale: *Cornes Construction Co. , Ltd., £4,986; 
30 houses at Knutton Farm estate: *J. Jones, Ltd., 
£42,420; 10 houses and four maisonettes at Bradwell- 
la. site: *Richards & Woodward, Ltd., 

Northampton.—Erection of new assembly hall and 
gymnasium and library block at Northampton high 
sch. for girls, for the Governors: *Henry Martin, 
Ltd., Northampton, 


Perth.—Plans prepared and approved for additions, 
conversion and modernisation of Berth House for the 
Corporation’s Eventide Home for the aged. John 
Penman (F), Council A, Master of Works Offices, 
Municipal-bldgs., Tay-st., Perth. Excavation, brick, 
building and allied works, *M. Kerrigen & Son, Ltd., 
45, Canal-st.; Joinery, carpentry and allied works, 
*Peter Graham & Sons, Ltd., 24 Muirton Bank; 
Plaster, lathing and allied works, *Buchan & Son, 
126, Canal-cres.; Plumbing, sanitary engineering and 
allied works, +A. Melville & Co., Ltd., 208, High-st., 
Newburgh; Heating engineering installation ‘and allied 
works, *Thomas P. Finnister & Co. 56, South 
Tay-st., Dundee; Painting, fosonieien “and allied 
works. *MacKay Decorators (Perth), Ltd., 16, Main- 
st. (All Others of Perth.) 


Rotherham.—Erection of non-traditional type houses 
for BC: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., London, £126,410. 


Rothwell.—12 houses at Wood-la. site, for UDC. 
R. A. Easdale & Son, architects, County-chbrs., Brad- 
ley-st., Castleford:— 

J. Wright, 20, Ridgefield-st., Castleford £16,487 
Jas. Miller & Partners, Newmillerdam, Wake- 

field 16,459 


Harries & Midgley, Armitage- -st., Castleford... 16,350 
C. Brunt & Son, Cinder-la., Castleford 16,009 
*F, & C. Leach, Ltd., Park-la., Pontefract .. 15,359 
E. ~ anand 'Ltd., "Holmsley-la., Woodles- 

ford ae a es .. 15,260 














HOUSES ARE 


CHEAPER ano WARMER 


BUILT WITH 


BROAD-AGHESON 


LOADBEARING BLOCKS 
BROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 











July 30 1954 


Staffs.—Erection of new church hall at Walsall-rd., 
Great Barr, for Hamstead PC Council: *J. & F. 
Wootton, Ltd., Pinfold, Bloxwich. 


Stoke Newington.—Erection of 72 flats on site of 
96-106, 124-130 (even), Manor-rd. and, la and 2a, 
Heathland-rd. for BC. *Direct Labour, £130,000. 


Sunderland.—Construction of plate and bar stock- 
yard at Pallion Shipyard, for William Doxford & 
Sons: *Direct Labour. 

Tynemouth.—Erection of 216 houses at Chirton 
Grange North, for TC, BE, D. M. O’herlihy, 16, 
Northumberland-sq. me North Shields: *William Leech 
(Builders), Ltd., 2, Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
£274,708 (subject to Ministry approval). 


West Hartlepool.—Erection of 48 three-storey flats 
in the central area of the town, for TC. Plans by the 
Boro’ A, Municipal-bidgs.: *C. M. Yuill, Ltd., 
Villiers-st., West Hartlepool. 


_ Woolwich.—Erection of 42 flats on the site at the 
junction of William Barefoot-dr. and Great Harry-dr. 
{Direct Labour, £93,066. 

Woolwich.—Conversion of the third floor of 
Ravensbourne House into six self-contained flats for 


J. E. Evans oa. Ltd. Did not tender 


W. Loweth & Sons, Ltd. RA .. £8,774 
Halse & Sons, Ltd. s Me: a .. 8,600 
Luckett &’Son, Ltd. .. az Pe .. 8,548 
Thomas & Edge, Ltd. . a ‘a ~- Cae 
Henry Kent (Builders), Ltd... - ~. 280 
W. E. Wright | maid. ... st .. 8,045 
tJ. A. Proctor, Ltd. ; ‘s pe -- 7,636 


BASIC MATERIALS IMPORTS 


Falling world prices of primary products 
have affected the value of imports of basic 
materials, which at nearly £87m. a month 
in the first half of this year were £6m. a 
month less than in January-June, 1953, 
according to statistics issued by the Board 
of Trade, Horse Guards-avenue, SW1. 
Arrivals of wood, which had been low in 
the early months of 1954, rose sharply in 
May and June following the rapid consump- 
tion of heavy stocks created last autumn. 
However, imports for the first half of this 
year, at £10m. a month, averaged £2m. a 
month less than in the same period last 
year. 
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